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REAR ADMIRAL JOHN F. DENNEEN t
MEDICAL CORPS, U, S, NAVY, RETIRED

John Paul Denncen wag born in Fort Covington, New York, on
January 15, 1895, son of Edward J. and Helen M. (Branncn) Dennecen,
both now decccased, He had his pre-medical training at Canisius
College, Buffalo, New York, and in 1919 reccived the degree o»f
Doctor of Medicine from the University of Buffalo, He scrved his
intcrnship from July 1919 until May 1922, at the New Y¥York Post-
graduate Hospital, New York, New York, and later at the Sloanc
Hospital, also in New York City, and subsequently practised medi-
cinc as a Surgeon, in Buffalo, New York, During the pcriod 1937-
1938, he attended special courses in surgsry in Paris, Vienna,
Berlin and Budapest,

Commissioned Lisutenant Commander in the Medical Corps of the
United States Naval Reserve on July 25, 1935, he formed the Naval
Medical Specialist Unit in West New York that year, Advancing
progrcssively in rank he subsequently attained the rank of Captain,
to date from March 10, 1945. On October 4, 1946 hc transferred
from the Medical Corps of the U. 3, Naval Reserve to the Medical
Corps of the U, 3. Navy, and in February 1, 1957, was retircd and
advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of a combat award

Called to active duty in January 1942, he reported as chicf of
Surgery with Unit A at the¢ Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia.
He remained there until December of that ycar, when he jolned the
USS LEONARD WOOD to scrve as Division Mcdical Officer of an Amphi-
bioue Division and latcr Staff Surgeon on the staff of Commandcr
Transport Squadron ELEVEN, Continuing duty with Trancsport Squadro;
ELEVEN, he served for gix monthe in the USS FREMONT, January-July
1945, and finally in the USS CAMBRTIA. He was awarded the Legion of
Merit with Combat "V," and is entitled to the Ribbon for, and a
faceimile of the Navy Unit Cormendatiosn awarded the USS LEONARD
WOOD., The citations follow in part:

Legion of Merit: "For exceptioconally meritorious conduct...as
Staff Surgeon for Commander Transport Squadron ELEVEN in action
against enemy Japanese forces during assaultes on Makin, Kwajalcin,
Eniwetok, Saipan, Angaur, Leyte, Lingaycn Gulf and Iwo Jimo, from
November 1943 to March 1945, Skillfully administcring and main-
taining an exceptionally high degree of coordination and efficlency
in the Medical Dcpartments undcr his command, Captain (then Command
er) Denncen capably supcrviscd the evacuatiosn and treatment of nu-
mol'ous casualtiesg, thercby contributing immcasurably to the saving
of many lives,.,"

Navy Unit Commendation: "For exceptionally meritorious ser-
vice in action against enemy aircraft, shorc batterice, mines and
submarines..,”

Tn September 1945 he became Senior Medical Officer at Midway
Tglands and in December 1946 rcoturned to the United States for duty
ng Chief of Surgery at the Naval Hospital, Norfolk, Virginia., Be-
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tween March 1947 and Fcbruary 1949 he wns Senior Medical Officcr a
thc Naval Mine Depot, Yorktown, Virginia, with collateral duty as
Senior Medical Officer at the Naval Supply Dopot, Cheatham Annex,
Williamsburg, Virginia, and the Naval Mine Warfare School, Yorktowr
Virginia, Following an assignment as Assistant Senior Medical Of-
ficer at the Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Virginia, he rcportcd
in January 1950 as Senior Medical Officcr at tho Naval Station,
Green Cove Springs, Florida, with additional duty as Mcdical Officc
on the staff of the Commander Florida Group, Atlantic Reserve Flect

Hc was Force Medical Officer on the staff of Commandecr Service
Force, U, S, Atlantic Flecet, with additional duty as Atlantic Flcet
VD and Epideminlogical Medical Officer betwscn January 1952 and
September 1955, He then reported a2s Medical Officer at the Naval
Station Dispcensary, Key West, Florida., He contlnued to serve in
that capacity until rclisved of all active duty pending his retire-
ment, effective February 1, 1957.

In addition to the Legion »f Merit with Combat "V," and the
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Denncen has the Victory
Medal (World War T); thc American Campaign Medal; the European-
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Mcdal, with insignia; the Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medel, with on¢ silver star and thrce bronze stare
(cight operations); thc World War II Victory Medal; the National
Defense Scrvice Mcdal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, with
two stare, He also has the Naval LKescrve Medal,
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