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CAPTATY GEORGE DeMETROPOLIS ML Plemes
UNTTED STATES NAVY “Llyl

George DeMetropolis was born in New York, N. Y., on April 5,
1009, son of John and Felen (Cavaris) DelMetropolis. After attending
high school in Vew York City, he entersd the U. 8. Naval Academy
and was gradusted and commisgsioned Ensign on June 4, 1931, His
first years at sea were gpent in the battieship TEXAS, as a junior
Officer in gunnery and engineering. He then served in the submarine
tender FULTON and the destroyers J. D, EDWARDS and DENT, his duties
primarily as Gunnery Officer snd First Lieutenant. In July 1638 he
wae transfevrred to the Third Naval District end Navy Yard, New York,
as Aide to the Commandant and Assistant Shop Superintencent.

Returning to sea in March 1941 he was Assistant Demage Control
Officer and Assistant First Lieutenant on board the USS NORTH CARO-
IINA. fTraneferred to the USS PRINGLE in April 19432, he was first
Navigator, then Commanding Officer of that vessel until June 1944,
He wae twice awarded the Bronze Star Medal,with Combat "v," while
in that aseignment. He naxt served for Two years as Commnanding
0fficer of the USS WALLACE L. LTIND and was awarded a Gold Star in
1ieu of a Third Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V," for meritorious
service in the Wesiern Pacific War Area. He was on bosrd the LIND
when che was present during the ceremonies in Tokyo Bay marking the
Japanese surrender.

Tn August 1945 he reported for duty at Columbia University in
New York, where he was Executive Clficer of the Naval Reserve Of-
ficers' Training Corps Unit. ¥From July 1947 until June 1950 he was
Fuel and Cargo Officer with the U. 3, Navel Mission to Greece. For
his services to that country e was decorated with the King George I

OQrder of Commander.

He returned to the Third Waval District where he was Director
of Distribution for a year, and Dirsctor of Naval Personnel until
December 1952, at which time he was assigned duty afloat as Com=
manding Officer of the USS WRANGELL. Reiieved of command of that
ammunition shiv in March 1954, he was segsigned as Administrative
Of Picer at the New York Naval Shipyard, Broocklyn, Nsw York. Follow-
ing several months instruction at the Naval War College, Newport,
Rhode Tsland, he returned to Greece to serve at the Royal Hellenic
War College as Advisor of the Naval Section, Joint U. S. Military
Aid Group, with headquarters in Athens.
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CAPTAIN GEORGE DeMETROPOLTS
UNITED STATES NAVY

PERSONAL DATA:

Education: DeWitt Clinton High School, New York City; U. S.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland (BS, 1931);
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Tslend (19506)

PROMOTIONS:

Commissioned Ensign, June 4, 1931
Lieutenant (jg), June 4, 1954
Lieutenant, July 1, 1939

Lieutenant Commander, June 15, 1942
Commander, November 1, 1942
Captain, ¥February 1, 1953

DECORATIONS AND MEDALS:

Bronze Star Medal with two Gold Stars, all with Combat "V"

American Defense Service Medal

Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with two Silver Stars (ten
engagements )

World Vear IT Victory Medal

Navy Occupation Service Medal, Europe and Asgia Claspe

National Defense Service Medal

Philippine Liberation Ribbon, one star

Royal Order of George I, rank of Commander, from the government
of Greece

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritoricus cervice as Commanding Of-
ficer of the U.S8.S. PRINGLE, during operations against enemy Japan-
ese forces in the Solomons Tslands and Bismarck Archipelago from
October 1943, to March 1944,..(He) efficiently commanded his ship
in the initial landings on Treasury, Green and Emirau Islande, as-
sisted in screening eight echelons to Bougainville and carried out
many barge sweeps which resulted in the destruction of several hos-
tile barges loaded with supplies and personnel..."
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Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal: "For meri-
torious achievement as Wavigator of the U.S.S. PRINGLE, serving as
Flagship for a Mining Detachwmeni, during minelaying and bombardment

operaticns agsingt enemy Ja

rTanage Ioreces on Kolombangara, Shortland

and Bougainvilile, British Scliomon lzlancs, on the right of June 29,
1943, Operating in poorly ckharted wvaters near reai's surrounding

enemy-held chores, (he

) skilifully navigated his chip, lsading the
minelayers throughout the hazardous mission. .His eseamanship, cour-
age and devotion to duty were important factors in thﬁ succersful

Ao

mining of waters used extensively by enemy vessels...

Gold Star in lieu of the Third Bronze Star Medal: "For meri-
torious gervice as Comwanding Officer of the U.S.S. WALLACE L., LTND
during action against enemy Japanese forces in the Western Pacific
War Area from January 5 to May 15, 19045...{(He) led his commané in
widespread actions against the enemy from Luzon, the Indo China
Coast and Formosa to Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the Japanese Home Islands.
Repeatedly subjected to fierce hostile air attacks while operating
with a Fast Carrier Task Force, the WALLACE L. LIND individuvally
destroyed two enemy aircraft and aided in the destruction of many
other Japanese planes attacking the formation..."
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USS TEXAS (Engineering and Gunnery)

USS FULTON (First Lieutenant)

USS J. D. EDWARDS (Gunnery Officer, First
Lieutenant)

Uss D?NT (Gunnery Officer, First Lieuten-
ant

Third Naval District and Navy Yard (Aide
to Commandant and Assistant Shop Super-
intendent)

USS NORTH CAROLINA (Assistant Damage
Con?rol Officer, Assistant First Lieuten-
ant

USS PRINGLE (Commanding Officer)

USS WALLACE L. LIND (CO)

Naval Reserve Officer' Training Corps
Unit, Columbia University, New Yorl
(Executive Officer)

U, S. Naval Mission to Greece (Fuel and
Cargo Officer)

Third Naval District (Director of Dig-
tribution, later Director of Naval
Personnel

USS WRANGELL (CO)
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Jul 1954 _
31 May 1956 (ord)
9 Oct 1956 (ord)

New York Naval Shipyard, Brooklyn, New
York (Administrative Officer)

Maval War College, Newpor’:, Rhode Izland
(temporary duty

Koyal Hellenic Navel “ar (ollege, Advicsor
of Naval Section, Jecirt U. S. Military
£1d Group to Greece, hzadquarters in
Athens
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