COMMANDER WILLIAM H. DEIBLER, JR., U. 8. NAVAL RESERVE

William Henry Deibler, Jr., was born in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, on
February 21, 1919, son of William H. and Mildred Edwing (Boyer) Deibler. He
attended Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, High School and Cochran~Bryan Preparatory
School prior to entering the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapélis, Maryland, as a
Midshipman from Pennsylvania on June 23, 1928, He was graduated with the )
Class of 1942 and commissioned Ensign on December 19, 1941 (accelerated course
due to war), and subsequently advanced to the rank of Lieutenant Commander ,USN
in which rank he resigned in 1947. Commissioned in the U. S. Naval Reserve,
he was promoted to the rank of Commender to date from July 1, 1054,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in Decemic~ 1941, just after
the outbreak .f World War II, he was assigned to the Unl OIZ {DD-155, in
which he served as Lngineer Officer, and briefly ac Gannory Officer during
the year 1942. He is entitled tc the Ribbon for, and facsimile of the Pregi-
dential Unit Citation awarded ‘he USS COLE for heroic service on November 8,
1942, at Safi, French Morozeo, and was personally awarded the Silver Star
Medal, vith citation as follows:

"For couspicucus gallantrs amd intrepidity while serving as Engineer
Officer and later Gunnery Officer of the USS COLE, during the assault on and
occupation of French Moroecco from November 8 to 11, 1942, When the COLE
entered the harbor of Safi under cover of darkness to land Army assault troops
Lieutenant (junior grade) Deibler, although stationed in a position exposed
to hostile fire, performed the duties of Gunnery Officer with exceptional
skill and initiative. As a result of his previous excellent organizational
and executive ability, the engineering department operated zealously and with
a high degree of efficiency during the entire campaign.,."

He assisted in fitting out the USS WALKSR (DD=517) early in 1943, and
served on board that destroyer from her commissioning in April of that year
until December 1945, throughout the remaining period of the war, first as
Engineer Officer, and from June 1944 as Executive Officer. "For meritorious
service as Executive Officer of the USS WALKER, during operations against
enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area from March 17 to May 2, 1945..."
he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V." The citation further
states:

"Acting as Combat Information Center Evaluator, Lieutenant Deibler
skillfully carried out his assigned duties during numerous hostile air at-
tacks and the bombardment of enemy territory and thereby contributed mater—
ially to the success of his ship in the destruction of Japanese aircraft
and shore installationg,,."

From January through June 1946 he served as Commanding Officer of the
USS ERBEN (DD-631), after which he was transferred to the USS JOHNSTON (DD-
821) for fitting out duty. He served as Execoutive Officer of that destroyer
from her commissioning in fugust 1946 until February 1947, after which his
resignation from the U, S. Navy was accepted.
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Called into active service as a Naval Reserve Officer, he was a student
&t the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia, from August 1950 until
January 1951, and from February through May of that year served as Operations
Officer on the Staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron 16, which operated in
the Korean Area under United Nations Command. He reccived’a Letter of Com-
mendation, with Ribbon and Combat "V," for meritorious service "as Plans,
Operations, Gunnery and Intelligence Officer on the Staff of Cormander Des-
troyer Sguadron 16, on USS ENGLISH (DD-696), during the period 14 February
1951 to 12 May 1951..." The commendation, froh COMVAVFE, further states:

"Iieutenant Commander Deibler, by careful planning. snsljyzis and eval-
uation of intelligence information, and a knowledge of ‘ne characteristics
and capabilities of ships, formulated operational schelut:z, plans, and or-
ders with suc.a thoroughness and completeness that +lz w3 uesigned to Deg-
troyer Squadron 1€, Task Group 92.2, and Task Elemont %% <1 were carried out
in an outstanding manner.,.(and) contributed materiaslly ic the effectiveness
of operations against the eneliy,.."

In June 1951 he joiawd tihc USS ROBERT L. WILSON (DD-847) as Executive
Officer, and after a year's service in that destrover, part of which time
she was deployed in the Buropean Area on occupation duty, he was detached for
duty at the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. There he served until
June 1954 as Executive Officer of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
Unit and as Associate Professor of Naval Science. From August 1954 until
August 1956 he served as Training Officer on the Staff of the Chief of the
Joint U, S. Military Aid Group, Greece, at Athens.

He next served as Executive Officer of the USS BEXAR (APA-237), and
under orders of June 2, 1958, now serves as Commanding Officer of the USS
REHOBOTH (AGS-50).

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V,"
Commendation Ribbon with Combat "V," and Presidential Unit Commendation Rib-
bon, Commander Deibler has the American Defense Service Medal; the American
Campaign Medal; Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; National Defense Service
Medal; Korean Service Medal; United Nations Service Medal; and the Philip-
pine Iiberation Ribbon,

Commander Deibler is a Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical) in
the State of Pennsylvania. In civil life he is Industrial Representative for
the Pemnsylvania Power and Light Company, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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