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S Wilbur Haines Cheney, Jr., was born on April 7, 1912, in Sedan,

Kansag, son of Dr., W, H. Cheney and Mrs. (Myra Allen) Cheney. He
attended public achools -in 8Bedan before his appointment to the
U, 8. Waval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state in
1930, -He was graduated and commissioned Engign in the U, 3, Navy on
May %1,- 1934, and through subsequent promoitions attained the rank of
Captain, to.date from July 1, 1953.

. After graduation from the Naval Academy in May 1934, he joined
the USS NEW MEXICO, and served as a junior officer in that battleship
until December 1936, when he was transferred to the US3 MILWAUKEE,
Detached from that cruiser in May 1938, he continued duty afloat as
Gunnery Officer of the USS PRUITT, and from May 1942 until December
1943 gerved ar Executive Officer of that minelayer. In January he
reported to the Inspector of Ordnance, Ford Instrument Company, and
wae agsigned duty as Resident Naval Inspector of Ordnance at the
Ayma Corporatlon, Brooklyn, New York, in which capacity he sgerved
until October 19&4. o ' :

_ Duty for fouyr months as Officer in Charge of Naval Civil Affalrs
(Staging Area), Fort Ord, California, preceded his first command,

that of the US5 ROBERT H, SMITH., He 1s entitled to the Ribbon for,
and a facgimile of, the Navy Unit Commendation awarded the USS ROBERT
H, SMITH, and was personally awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat
"v," and the Silver Star Medal, The citations follow in part:

Navy Unit Commendation:. "For outstanding heroism in action
while attached to an Amphibious Force during the selzure of enewmy ‘
Japanese-held Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, from March 24 to June 24, 1945,
.es.The USS RORERT H. SMITH provided effective cover for our nine-
sweeper groups against hostile attack by alr, surface, submarine and
ghore fire, Constantly vigilant and ready for battle, she made an
outetanding record ag fighter director ship and, by her expert con-
trol of combat air patrols, was directly instrumental in preventing
damage to ghips on picket station with her...A seaworthy, fighting
ship, complemented by skilled and courageous officers and men, the
ROBERT H, SMITH achisved a gallant combat record attesting the team-
work of her entire company, and enhancing the finest traditions of

the United States Naval Service."

.7 Bronge Star Medal: "For meritorious service...during operations
againgt enemy Japanese forces in the Okinawa Area and in the Bast
China Sea, from May 11 to Auguet 18, 1945, Skillfully directing his
= ghip through numerous hazardous operatlons while on patrol, support,

radar picket and screen duty, Commander Cheney contributed materially
to the success of his ghip in destroying three hostile airecraft and
assieting in the destruction of several others...'

Silver Star Medal: "For conspicuoug gallantry and intrepildity
' as Commanding Officer of the USS ROBERT H, SMITH...during the Okinawa
“Campaign on the night of May 27-28, 1945, With his ghip patrolling
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g rador picket statlon when 1t was attacked by approximately thirty
enemy aiveraft using bombs, torpedoes and sulclde tactice, (he) skill-
fully divected his ship and its guns in the destructlon of three of
the hostile planes and in the probable destructlon of threec more. BY
hie leadership, fighting spirit and courageous devotlon to duty, he
svertod the attacks without loss of personnel or material damage to

his ship or any of the shipe on his station..."

Detached from the Robert H, Smith in February 1947, he reported

g month later -to the Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D, C., where he

~ gerved as Senlor Assistant to the Design Officer until September 1949,

Iater that year he assumed comwand of the USS GYATT, continuling in

command untll August 1951, . He was a student at the Armed Forces Staff
College, Norfollk, Virginia, in 1951-1952, and in March 1952 was given
command of Destroyer Divislon 152. Since May 1953 he has been ord-
nance Officer at ‘the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portesmouth, Virginia.

- Tn addition to the ‘Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal with
Combat "V,"™ and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain Cheney hag
the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American Cam-
paign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with gix stars; the
World War II Victory Medal; China Service Medal; Navy Occupation Ser-
vice Medal, Asla Clazp; the National Defense Service Medal; Korean
Service Medal with two stars; and the Unitéd Nations Service Medal,
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