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MEAR ADIRAL THEODORE T, CIIANDLER, U, 8. NAVY, DECTASED

Theodore Edson Chandler was born in Annapolis, Maryland, on December
26, 1894, the son of the late Roar Addmiral Lloyd Horwitz Chandler, USN, and
Mrs. (Agatha Tdson) Chandler. He attended Manlius (New York) School for Boys
and Swavely's Army and Navy Preparatory School before his appointment to the
U. S. Naval Academy for the Second District of New Hampshire in 1911, Ag 5
Midshipman he won lotters in basketball and lacrosse. Graduated and commig-
sioned Ensign on June 4s 1915, he wms promoted to Licutenant (both grades)
during World War I, and subsequently advanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral
to date from October 23, 1942,

After graduntion from the Naval Acadeny in June 1915, he served at sea
in the battleships FLORIDA and NEV HAMPSHIRE, being detached from the latter
for torpedo instruction on board the USS MONTANA in April 1917, He left the
MONTANA on August 2, 1917, to assist in fitting out the USS CONNER at the Navy
Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and served on board that destroyer from her
cormissioning, January 12, 1918, throughout the retaining period of World War I
and until April 1919, including the nonths she was based on Brest, France,

Reporting next to the William Cramp and Song Shivbuilding Conmpany, Phila-
delphia, hc assisted in fitting out the UsS CHINDLER, named in honor of his
grandfather, the Honorable William Eaton Chandler (Secrctary o the Navy, 1882-
1886), He scrved as Executive Officer of that destroyer from her conrissioning
Scptember 5, 1919, wntil December 1920, during which time the CHANDLER operated
with Destroyer Division 26 of Naval Forces in Buropean Waters, Upon his return
%o the United Stotes in January 1921, he had instruction in Ordnance (Explosives)
at the Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, and the University of
Michigan, at Ann Arbor, from which ho received the d egree of Master of Science
in Chemical Enginecering in Junc 1922, (He had been awarded the degree of Bach-
olor of Scicnece aftor his graduation from the Naval Academy, )

Brief duty wunder instruction at the Naval Proving Ground, Indian Head,
Maryland, the Burcau of Ordnance, Navy Denortment, Vashington, D, C., and the
Army Proving Ground, Aberdcen, Moryland, he loft the lattor in June 1923 for
duty in connection with fitting out the USS VEST VIRGINIA at the Newport News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Newport News, Virginia., He sorved on board
that battleship from her corrissioning, Deccrber 1, 1923, until January 1925,
when he was transferred to the USS COIORADO. Detached fron the latter battle-
ship in Junc 1926, he sorved for two years at the Naval Mine Iepot, Yorktown,
Virginia,

In Junc 1928 he joined the USS TRENTON, Flagship of Cormander Light Cruiscr
Divisions and Division 2, dsiatic Floot, and sorved as her Gunnery Officer until
April 1929, He then assumed coumand of the USS POPE vhich, under his cormmand ,
opcrated on Yangtze Patrol in Chinas In Septcmber 1930 he returncd to the United
States, and after instruction at the Army Industrial College, Washington, D, C,,
reported on July 25, 1931, %o the Offico of Naval Opcrations, Navy Department,
for duty. Fronm lay 30, 1932, until February 2, 1934, he sorved as Gunnery Offi-
cer on the Staff of Cormander Destroyers, Battle Force, and during the ncxt sov-
onteen months he served as Commnnding Officer of the USS BUCHANAN, g destroyer
unit of that Forcec,
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Feporting again to the Office of Naval Operations, Navy Departmont, he
was ordered in April 1935 to the Anerican Eumbassy, Paris, France, and the frmeri-
can Embassy, Madrid, Spain, for duty as Assistant Us 8¢ Naval Attache., While
SO serving, he had additional duty wntil April 1938 at the American Legation at
Lisbon, Portegal, Returning to the Office of Naval Opcrations, he renained
there briefly before reporting to the New York Shipbuilding Corporation, Canden,
New Joersey, to assist in fitting out the Uss NASHVILLE. Fron her cormissioning
in Junc 1938 until July 1940 he sorved as that cruiser's Exccutive Officer.,

After more than a yoar in the Office of the Chicf of Naval Operations,
Navy Departrent, he returncd to sca in October 1941 as Cormanding Officer of
the USS OMAHA, During his cormand, the CMAIIA captured thse Gernan notorship
ODENWALD in Novenbor 1941 while the lattor was Rasquerading in the South Atlan-
tic as an American merchant vegscl. Identified by Rear Admiral (then Captain)
Chandler, the ODENWAID was scized and taken to San Juan, Pucrto Rico, dosrite
cfforts of the German crow to scuttle hor, For thig scrvice he was awarded a
Letter of Commendation, with Ribbon, from tho Secretary of tho Navy, as follows:

"Your oporations on the occasion of the scizurc of the German Motor Ship
ODENWALD on Novernbeor 6, 1941, arc noted with great intercst. The identifica-
tion of the ODENWALD by you as a hostile ship, oven though disguised as to
nationality by the flying of and otherwisec subversive use of the United States
flag, the subsequent salvage of and the taking into port of the ODENWALD under
her own power by the salvage and boarding parties sont by your dircction fron
the Task Group under your command bespeaks of the officiont plans made for such
an energency, and made possible the saving of this ship under the attendant
hazardous conditions, You are hereby cormended for your initiative and sound
Judgnent on thig occasion,™

Dotached fron commgnd of.ths OMAHA on Fobruary 6, 1943, after continuing
her South Atlontic FPatrol operations following tho United States! entry into
World Wor IT, he served (th the rank of Near Admiral) as Coumander All Forces,
Aruba-Curacao, Netherlands East Indies, from April 27, 1943, until July R85y 1944,
"For cxeeptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services
to the Govermnont of the United States (in’that cormand)..." he was awarded the
Legion of Merit, The citation continues:

"Exercising sound judgrent and splendig initiative in carrying out his
many and variced tasks, Rear Admiral Chandler was lorgely responsible for the
successful cooporative ciployiont of the corbined United States and Netherlaonds
Naval Surface Forces and of the United States Naval and Army Ar Forces in wag-
ing vigorous and cffective warfare on cnerlly subnmarincs and, by carcfully planned
security measurcs and the skillful disposition of his units, provided expert
protection for the vital oil industry in this strategic arca. In his contacts
with Netherlonds and Venczuclan civil and military offieials, Rear fdmiral Chand-
ler displayed narked diplonmatic abllity, and his resultant productive relation-
ships with their respective governrents proved of great value in tho cfficient
oxccution of his highly important duticg,"

On July 31’1944, -ho assuncd cormiand of Cruiser Division TWO, and a month
later was dotached for bricf aoimand of Battloship Division TWO before command-
ing Cruiser Divigion FOUR. He was awardad a Gold Star in licu of the Sccond
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Legion of Merit, with citaticn, in port as follous:

"For oxcoptionally meritcricus conduct...as Cormandor of zn Assault Group
of the VYestora Naval Task Force (under cormand of R.Adn. J. M. Mansficld of the
Royal Wavy) prior to and during the ooiphibious invasion of Southern France in
August 1944. Rear [dmiral Chandler cxpertly planancd and successfully carried
out operations involving the pre-assault landing of special sorvice troops on
the strategic Islends of Levant and Port Cros and of a Fronch Commando Group
in the vicinity of Capc Negros on tho Southorn Const of France to clirinate tho
cneny threat ageinst Alliecd assault shipning and to sccure the left flank of
the main assault arcas agoinst infiltration fron the west. The assault group,
under his skillful and deteritined lcadership, coxeccuted the landings during dark-
ness, with completc tactical surprisc ond with rinirmm losscs tc the participat-
ing forces and quickly overcare cnery resistrnce rosulting in the carly occupa-
tion of this inporbtant ground. His conduct of thosc surprisc landings thereby
naterially assisted in the oxpeditions and offoctive leunching of the initial
assault and its rapid £ollow=Up.e."

Admiral Chandler's decth, during operations for the liberation of Luzon
in the Philippincs, was announced by the Navy Dopartiiont on January 16, 1945,
He was posthunously awarded the Silver Star lModal and tho Navy Cross, citations
for cach following in part:

Silver Star Mednl: "For conspicuous gallaniry and intrepidity as Cormand-
cr of a Battleship Divisicn in action against najor units of the oneriy Japancse
fleot during the Battle of Surigao Strait in the carly hours cf October 25, 1944.
When a formidable colurm of Japancsc warships entered the narrow confines of the
Strait and advanced wnder cover of darkness toward our waiting forces, Roar Ld-
miral Chandler, with his division placed arong other battleships in the strate-
gic T-fornmation across the northeorn ond of Surigao, hurled the full powsr of
his heavy guns at the confused enertly force. Directing the shattering broadsides
of" his mighty vesscls with wnrclenting fury, he waged fierce battle againgt the
eneny in a prolonged engagenent which resulted in the destruction of two Japa-
nese battleships and three destroyers beforc offcctive roturn fire could be
brought to bear on our ships. Subsequentliy retiring his division wmscathed
fron the action, Rear Admiral Chandler, by his brilliant leadership, outstand-
ing professional skill and indoritable fighting spirit in the face of treren-
dous odds, contributed materially to the defeat of the encryy in this decisive
action.se"

Navy Crosss "For cxtraordinary horoisn as Cormenler, Cruiser Division
FOUR, in action against encry Japanese forces in Iingayen Gulf;, Philipnine Ig-
lands, on January 6, 1945, Skillfully coordinating the fire of his division
with that of other heavy naval units during the initial bombardrent of Iuzon
prior to scheduled landing operations at Lingayen, Rear Admiral Chandler order-—
ed the smashing broadsides of his powerful guns with unrelenting aggressivencss
despite a heavy overcast which roduced vigibility and while under persistent
attack by encriy aircraft. Obscrving the progress of operations fron an exposed
positicn on the flag bridge when a Japanese suicide bomber attacked and hit his
cruiser, setting the flag bridgoe afire, he crerged fron the raging inferno with
his clothing ablaze. Deterrined to renain in action, he steadfastly continued
to direct his units wntil compslled by his Chief of Staff to proeeed to the
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dressing stotion for treatrent of severe burns. Stout-hearted and inderitable
in the face of altost certain death, Rear Adriral Chandler succumbed to his
injuries the following days By his inspiring devotion to duty and heroic spi-
rit of self~sacrifice throughout, he enhanced and sustained the highest tradi-
tions of the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life in defense
of his ship."

In addition to the Navy Cross, Silver Star Medal, Legion of Merit with
Gold Star and the Correndation Ribbon, Rear Adriral Chandler had the Victory
Medal, Destroyer Clasp; the Yangtze Service Medal; Anerican Defense Sorvice
Mecdal with bronze "."; Anerican Canpaign Medal; Buropcan-African-Middle Eastern
Canpaimn Medal; and was entitled to the Asiatic-Pacific Campaisn Medal; and the
Yorld Yar IT Victory Medal., He had also been awarded the Orden Nacional de
Cruzeriro do Sul (grade of official) and diplona by the Governnent of Brazil,
and the Legion of Honor (Officer) and diploma by the Governront of Frances and
the Order of Orange-Nassau with Swords (rank of Grand Officer) had been confer-
red upon hin by Queon ilheliina of The Netherlands.

The USS THEODOIE E, CH/NDLER, naned in honor of Rear Adriral Chandler,
was christened by his widow, Mrs. T. E. {Deatrige Fairfax) Chandler, at the
launching of that destroyer (DD-717) at the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Compeny, Newark, New Jersey, on October 20, 1945,
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