CAPTATN HERBERT A, CASSIDY, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY

Herbert Arthur Cassidy, Jr., was born in East Glastorbury, Connecti-
cut, on October 25, 1915; son of the Reverend H, A, Cassidy and Mrs,’
(Bthel B, Smith) Cassidy. He attended Mbt. Union College, Alliance, Ohio,
for two years, prior to entering the U, S, Naval Academy, Amnapolis,
Maryland, on appointment from the State of Chio in 1935. Graduated and
commissioned Ensign on June 1, 1939, he subseguently advanced in rank
to that of Captain, to date from July 1, 1958.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1939, he Jjoined the
USS NEVADA and in August 1939 was detached for duty as Communication
Officer on board the USS STURTEVANT., In February 1941 he became Engineerw
ing Officer on board that destroyer and was serving as such when the :

United States entered World War II, December 8, 19k1. On April 25, 19h2,

the STURTEVANT was sunk by a mine off Marguesas Key, Florida,  He was
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal and cited as followss

"For heroic-conduct in rescuing shipmates from a flooded compart-
ment of the USS STURTEVANT following an. explosicn which resulted in the
ginking of that ship on April 25, 1942, Picking himself up after the
explosion and determining that the main steam lines were completely
rupbured, {he) ordered all enginecring persomnel topside. Remaining
in the steam-rilled engineroom which was rapidly flooding, he assisted
persomel to the deck, carrying three injured men ‘to the ladder. . The
last man to leave this compartment, he made & through ingpection of the
enginerocom with the water then neck high. After reaching deck, he took
charge of the rescue work in one of the [irercoms and gneceeded in re-

moving 8 man from the wreckege..."

Tn Decenber 1942 he joined the USS LARDNER as Gunnery Officer and -
in May 1943 became Executive Orficer of that destroyer. While on board
that vessel he participated in the consolidetion of the southern Solomon
Telands and in operations in the Treasury-Bougainville and Blsmarck
Archipelago areas, Detached from the LARDNER in February 194k, he next
had similar dubty on board the USS JOHN HOOD, participating in the Kurile
Islands operation, In Murch 1945 he assumed command of the USS SMALLEY
and for outstanding services in that destroyer was awavded the Bronze
Star Medal and a Gold Star in liew of the Second Bronze Star Medal,
each with Combat "V," ‘The eitations follow in part:

Bronze Star Medal: “For heroie achlevement as Commanding Officer
of the USS SMALLEY during operations against enemy Japanese forces In the
Western Pacific War Area from July 1 to August 22, 1945, skillfully
maneuvering his ship in Empire waters while on screen and picket assigh-
ments, (he) contributed materially to the success of antlaireraft and
anti-submarine missions... '
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 Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious
service...in action against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area
from June 2 to 20, 1945, Serving with distinetion during this prolonged
period of hagardous operations; (he) ably commanded his ship on radar
picket and area screening duties at Okinawa, participated in the anti-
‘shipping sweep and bombardments of Omura and Chichi Jima and was a Unit
of Task Force THIRTY RIGHT during air strikes on the Japanese Homeland.
In addition, he assisted in the rescue of survivors of the USS WILLIAM
D, PORTER while on radar picket station at Okinswa...”

. Detached from command of the USS SMALIEY ix June 1946, he next com-
manded the USS LANSDOWNE and in December 1946 reported as Senior Instructor
at the Gunfire Support School, Little Creek, Virginia, He remained there
until June 1950 and the next month assumed command of the USS INGRAHAM.

He attended the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia, from Avgust
1952 to January 1953, after which he was assighed to the Training Division,
Bureau of Naval Persomnel, Navy Department, Washington, D, €. In October
1955 he joined the USS WISCONSIN as Executive Officer and in August 1957
became Commander Destroyer DPivision THREE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO,

_ Assigned in August 1958 to the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island, he was a student there until June 1959, then had duty on the
Staff of that college, serving during 1960 and 1961 as Director of the
Neval Command Course for Senior Forelgn Offieers, In August 1961 he re=
ported as Chief of the Navy Seection, Military Assistance Advisory Group,
Norway, with headquarters in Oslo, where he remained untill August 1963,
The next month he assumed eommand of Destroyer Squadron NINETEEN and in
September 1964 was ordered detached for duty in the Joint Staff Offﬁpeg
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, D. C, - ‘

In addition to the Navy and Marine Corps Medal and the Bronze Star
Medal with Gold Star and Combat "V," Captain Cassidy has the American
Defense Service Medal with bronze "A"; American Campaign Medal; European=
African-Middle Eastern Caupalgn Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
with silver star (five operations); World War II Victory Medal; Navy
Occupation Service Medsl and the National Defense Service Medal,
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