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REAR ADMIRAL JESSE HICKS CARTER,
UNITEDlSTATES NAVY, RETIRED

Jesse Hicks Carter was born in Tezarkana, Arkansasg on april 29,
1900, son of the late Judge J. H. Cavter, Jr., and Mrs, Nellie Estes
OCarter of Texarkana, Texas. He attended Phillips Exeter Academy,
Exeter, New Hampshire, 1914-1917, before entering the United States
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, by senatorlal appointment from
Arkansas in 1917, Waile a midshipman he served in the US3 WISCONSIN,
attached to the Atlantic Fleet the summer of 1918, He was graduated
and commigsioned Ensign in 1920 with the Class of 1981, and thereafier
advanced in rank to that of Captain to date from June 20, 1942. His
transfer to the Retired List of the Navy dates from July 1, 1950,
when he was promoted to Rear Admiral on the basis of combat awards.

When detached from the Naval Academy in 1920, he wasg assigned to
the USE SEATTLE, and transferred later that year to the USS SALEM,
Therea{ter for five years he scrved consecutively in the USS BREESE,
U888 WILLTIAM JONES, USS KENNEDY, and USS TARBELL, of Destroyers, Battle
Foree, and USS STODDERT, where he served as Engincer Officer, and
later as Gunncry Offlecer, until August, 1926, He then served two
yoars at the U.S8. Naval Academy as Instructor in the Department of
Seamanship. In June, 1928 he reported to the USS NEW MEXICO having
duty in the Anti-airoraft batteries and Turret Divisions of that bat-

tleghip untll April, 1931.

From June, 1931 to May, 1933 he was attached to the Ford Instru-
ment Company, Long Island City, New York, as Assistant Naval Inspector
of Oprdnance. In June, 1933 he reported aboard the USS MISSISSIPPI,
and from June, 1935 until detached in March, 1938, he served as As-
sigtant Gunnery Officer of that battleship. He then reported to the
Naval Gun Factory, Navy Yard, Washington, D,0,, and had duty there
until July, 1938 congsecutively as Officer in Charge Ordnance Schools;
Inspector of Optical Materlal; and Assistant Production Officer, Op-

tical Bhop.

Returning to duty at sea, he commanded the USS DRAYTON, destroyer.
Pacific Fleet, on the west coast, and in the fall of 1940, that unlt
Joined the Flect at Hawali. When relieved of command of the DRAYTON,
he reported to the Navy Yard, Washington, D. €, as Head of the In-
spection Department, Naval Gun Factory, serving from April, 1941 %o
November, 1942, He was then asslgned to staff duty as Ordnance Offi-
cor on the staff of Commander Naval Bases, South Pacific Area, In
May, 1943 he was named Commander Destroyer Squadron FIVE with addi-
tional duty as Commander Destroyer Division NINE, He was awarded the
Silver Star Medal and the Bronze Star Medal with combat distinguishing

device "V', the cltations stating in part: _ o

Silver Star Medal; "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidilty
as Officer in Tactical Command of a Degtroyer Squadron supporting
amphibious opecrations agalnst New Guinea. Fighting off recurrent
waves of hostile ailrcraft which menaced our agsault and re-supply
forces, (hig) squadron kept up a withering barrage of antialrcraf’
fire which destroyed numeroug Japanese bombers and torpedo planes,
During a particularly hazardous period of low-level acrial attacks,
hisg skillful maneuvering of the destroyer escort and covering forces
prevented sorious damage to our own units and inflicted disastrous

losses upon the enemy. . o7 '
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B onzé Star Medal, with "V' "For meritdrious,achievement as
Commander Sguadron FIVE from November 1943, to Januvary 1944, and as
Commander of Destroyer Sguadron SIXTY TWO from October to Decomber,
.contributed to, . . the known destruction of three

1944, . . {He)
enemy plancs and probable destruction of faur others., Directing the

ships under his command with sklll and daring, he gulded the sguadron
through many enemy air atiacks including a particularly severc air
rald on Deccmber 26, which seriously damaged the SHAW and slightly
damaged the LAMSOJ and MUGFORD, As Commander of Destroyer Bquadron
STXTY ONE conducting picket and screening actlvltics as part of a Fast
Carricr Task Force, he contributed materially to the alr support of
the landings in tho Philippines. . " '

. After brief tomporary duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department, Washington, DeCo, he was assigned as Commandeor. De—-
stroyer Squadron SIXTY ONE, and additional duty as Commander Destroyer
Division 121 (then training in Bermuda), and joined the Pacific Flegt
in September, 1944, He was awarded the Legion of Merit for outstand-
ing sorvicos, the cltation further stating: ". . .as Commandor,
Destroycr Squadron SIXTYONE, and Commander Scroen of a Tagk Group ac-
tiveoly chgagod in tho support of landing operations of the Joint Ex-
peditionary Force, and in operations against Iwo Jima, Chichl dJlma,
Okinawa, MiVako Jima, Ishigaki Jima, Hachijo Jima, and the Japanese
‘Mainland, from February 10 to March 21, 1946. , . delivering a smash-
ing naval bombardment of shore installations on March 1 and 2, and
rendering vallant service in the face of tremendous opposition. NMaln-
tailning his task group at the peak of combat efficlency during thece
vital operations, (ne). . . contributed essentially to the success of
our strategle offensive in this area and to-the continued prosceution

of the war in the Pacific Theafer.'

- On April 1, 1948, he was ordered %o the Bureau of Ordnancey Navy
Department, and served as Assistant Chief of Bureau for Plannling and
Progress until recelving orders in February, 1847 to staff duty on the
staff of Commander Second Task Fleet. He was so serving when relleved
of active duty pending hig transfer to the Retired List of the Navy

on July 1, 192580,

Th addition $o the Silver Star Medal, Legion of Morit with Combat
1y, and Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V", Rear Admlral Carter has
a Letter of Commondation (from Chicf Bureau of Ordnance), Victory
Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp; american Defense Servlce Medal, Fleet,
Clasp; Aslatic-Pacific Campalgn Medalj American Area Canpalgn Medal,
and World War Il Victory Medal. '

He is a member of the army-Navy COlub and Army-Navy Country Club,
Washington, D. C.
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