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REAR ADMTRAL GRAYSON BIRCH CARTER
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED.

© Grayson Birch Carter, son of Cassius and Buth Birch Carter, was
born in San Diego, California, on November 16, 1897. He attendod
public schools in San Diego before his appointment to the U,5, Naval
Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, by Senator Works of California on June
7, 1915, Graduated with the Class of 1919 on June 7, 1918, he sub-
sequontly attained the rank of Captain, to date from June 18, 1942,
#is was transferred to the Retired List of the Navy on June 30, 1949~
and-advanced to the vank of Rear Admiral on the basis of combat .

citations.

Following graduation from the Noval Academy in June 1918, during
thie latter period of World War I, he joined the USS MICHIGAN, and
. gorved in that battleship, while she operated with U,S, Naval Forces
in Turopean waters, .He reported for duty with Destroyer Force ot
Quognstown, Ireland, in September 1918 and for two months served with
+he Torpedo Repair Station there, A few days after the Aprmistice he
woa detached for duty aboard the USS TERRY, | -

. 0n March 5, 1919 he reported to the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corpora-
tion, Son Francisco, California, for duty in connection with~fitting
out-"the USS CHAUNCEY, He was detached before that vessel was commis-
stoned, and had pre-commissioning duty aboard the USS ANTHONY &t the
Union Iron Works at San Francisco, He served aboard the ANTHONY from
. her commissioning, June 19, 1919, until May 8, 1920, after which he
continued sea duty until Juns 1922, serving cohsecutively in the
destroyers SCHLEY and PHILIP, the transport ZEILIN end the battleships
NEW YORK and CALIFORNIA, | , | |

: Upon &rrival in San Francisco on June 15, 1922, he reported to
the USS VEGA for brief duty, énd on August 14, joilned the USS BITTERN
ot Cavite, Philippine Islands, He remained on Asiatic Station for the
ntxt three years, during which period he. transferred to the USS RIZAL
in April 192%, Agter his return to the United States via the USS
CHAUMONT, he had brief duty in the Recelving Ship, Wew York, before
reporting as Officer in Charge of the Navy Recuuiting Station, Now
Orleons, Louisiana, from July 1924 until November 1927.

Successive duty as Executive Officer of the USS HENSHAW and the
USS WASMUTH preceded instruction at the Naval War College, Newport,
Rhude Island, and duty from June 1931 until May 1932 at the Naval
Tpaining Station there., On June 4 he joined the USS MELVILLE, and
sorved for Ltwo years as her Navigator, while she operated as tcider
for Destroyers, Battlo Force, On June 10, 1934 he assumed command of

the USS THILDS,
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Relieved of command of the CHILDS on Mareh 12, 1935, he ruported
s next month to the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Washing- .
ton, D.C., where he served until May 1937, with additional duty for
one-year as Alde @t the White House, From June 1, 1937 until June 1l
1939, he had sea duty as Gunnery Officer of the battleship TENNEISER,
and during that period established the World's Record in Short Renge
Bottle Practice (1938), He was commended for his part in the wining
of "the Navy "B" for Secondary Battery, USS TENNESSEE, for the Gunnory

L
year 1937-38,
T On July 19, 1939, he reported to the Navy Yard, Pearl Hexbor; T,H,
end~was on duty there when the Japancse attacked on December 7, 1041,
Dctached on February 5, 1942, he was assigned duty as Executive Or=
ficer of the USS BALI' IAKR CITY., He was (later) awarded a Gold Starp
1n lieu of the Third Logion of Merit for "exceptionally meritorious
conduct,..,.as Executive Officer of the USS SALT LAKE CITY during
cotion of 2 United States Trsk Group agninst a numericnlly suderior
cidily Japanese surface force in the Boitle of Cape Faperance, Guodal-
conal.,..on the night of October 11 nnd 12, 1942,,.,." -

On December 14, 1042 he was relioved of command of the USS SALT
LAZE CITY, and ordered to command L3T Flotilla 5, For "extraordinary
horoism" as Commanding Officer of a'Task Group of LST's and cocorting
destroyers in action .... at Vella Lavella during August 1943,..." he
wae awarded the Navy Cross. He was also awarded a Gold Star in licu
0f the Second Legion of Merit with combat "V" for "exceptionally—
meritorious" service in command of LST Flotilla Five during operations
against enemy Japanese forces from June 1943 to May 194%...,"

His Leglon of Merit also carrying a Combat "V, was awardod for
"oxceptionally meritorious conduct.,..2s Commander of a Tractor Group
during operations,.,.in the South and Central Pacific War Areas in
Junc and July 19M4,..." The citation continues in part: "(Ho) mode
povsible the scheduled landing of a Marine Division on one of tho
beaches of an enemy-held island, thereby contributing materially to
the cxpeditions seizure of the beaches with a minimum loss of person-

Yol AP

- From December 1944 until June 1945,  shortly before the Japonese
capitulation, he commanded the Ship Training Group, Amphibious Forces,
Pacific Fleet, at Coronado, C&lifornia, After detachment he again want
to the Pacific to command the USS NEW YORK, in which he had secrved

as o Lieutenant (jg) 1in 1921, Under his command that battleship ro-

e i

turned troops from Hewaii to the West Coast and participated ot San
Diego, Callfornia, in the first Navy Day exercises Pollowing the war.
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Rear Admiral Carter was ordered in February 1947 to duty as—
sector of Naval Reserve, for the Third Waval District, with head-~
quarters in New York, Wew York. He served there until Pe1leved of all
“active duty pending his retirement on June 30, 1949,

In &ddition to the WNavy Cross and the Leglon of Merit with two
Gold Stars and Combat "v", Rear Admiral Carter has the World War T
Victory Medal, Atlantic Flpet Clasp, the Americen Defense Service Medal
Bage Clasp; the Asiatic~Pacific Gsmpélgn Medal with stars; the American
Cimpaign Medal; and the World War II Vietory Medal,
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