| W
CAPTAIN LEON D. CARSONng'*éf
MEDICAL CORPS, U, S, NAVY

Fio,
e

7Ry

Leon Delwin Carson was born in Grand Meadoy, Minnesota, on July
18, 1896, son of Mrs. Osborne J, {Suman) Carson and the late Mr, Car-
gon, He attended high schools in Long Prairie, Minnesota, and Osage,
Towa, and college at the University of Minnesota (Minneapolis), and
the Univeraity of Chicago. He studied medicine at Northwestern Uni-
versity Medical School, from which he received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine in June 1924, _

Having enrolled in the U, S. Naval Reserve Force on June 10, 1918,
while he was in college during World War I, he was commnissioned Assist.
ant Surgeon with the rank of Lieutenant (jg) on June 10, 1924, He |
resigned his commission on August 1, 1925, and was re-commissioned =
Lisutenant (jg) in the Medical Corps of the U, S. Navy on June 9,1926,
Through subsequent promotions, he attained the rank of Capbtain, to ,
date from May 15, 1943, ' '

;gis first year of Naval Service was spent at the Naval HOgpital,
Hew York, Where he completed hls internship before resigning. Upon
his reappointment a year later, he was assigned general duty at the
Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, where he served from
Septembér 1%, 1926 to January 29, 1927. He studied Aviation Medicine
at the Naval Medleal School, Washington, D, C., where he was desig-
nated Flight Surgeon, and on May Y4, 1927 joined the U35 LANGLEY, con-
verted aircraft carrier, in which he had sea duty for two vears.

Duty as Assistant Medical Officer at the Naval Alr Station, Pensa-
cola, Florida, preceded further sea duty, this time aboard the US3S
LEXINGTON from November 1931 until March 1934. This was followed by
A tour of duty ss Assistant Medical Officer of the Naval Ajr Station,
San Diego, On Octeber 18, 1936 he joined the USS SARATOGA, and de-
tached from that carrier on December 15, 1938, he was ordered to
Seattle, Washington, for duty as Senior Medical Officer of the Naval

Alr Station there.

‘Reporting on March 24, 1941, to the Bureau of Medicine. and Sur-
gery, Navy Department, Washington, D, C., he was assigned duty as
Head of the Aviation Medicine Research Section in the Flight Division
of the Bureau of Aeronautics, in which cdpacity he served until April
1044, He received a lLetter of Commendation with Ribbon, from the
Secretary of the Navy for outstanding service during that period.

'He also received a Letter of Appreciation in 1942 from the Secre-
tary of the Navy for his contribution to the "development of the
Polaroid Adaptor: (Carson Type) single aperture goggle {(used oxtensive-
ly) for improving night vision and for other use by the armed forces
e+esoland which) resulted in a large saving to the Government,...."

From May 1931 until September 15, 1944, hé served as Medical Ob-
server with Commander, Naval Forces Europe. As such he participated
in early ailp evacuation efforts of beoth Royal Air Force and Ninth '
Tpoop Carrier Command, United States Armed Forces, Filioying direct

.f.




5

Capt. L, D. Carson, MC, USN Page 2
eontact with personnel of the National Research Council, Great Britailn,
and the Medical Services of the Royal Air Force and Royal Naval Medl-
cal Corpg, he reported on the Progress 1n Medical research and Medical
experlences o these services to the Director, Resnarch Divigion, Bu-

reau of Medicine and Surgery. .

‘ Upon hig return from the European theater he was asgsigned to the
“developrient of redical plans for Air Bvacuation in the Pacific Area. .
"Te had brief tenporary duty with Commander Alrcraft, Pacific, and was
.then ordered to the staff of Air Evacuation Wing One, which success-
fully earried out alr evacuation of casualties durlnr the Iwo Jinma

"and Okinawa Campaizneg. Fron June 11 to October 23, 19#5, he =erved
with Commander Aircraft, Seventh Fleet, as Staff Mod:cal Officer, "For
meritorious gervice (1n that capacity), duringz onerations against ‘
-eneryy Japanese forces in the campaign for the liberation of the Philip-
pinee....." he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, The citation con-

tinues:

"Sicillfully combating the deplorable sanitary conditions brought
about by the retreating Japaneee forces, Captain Carson alidel materi-
ally in making living conditions for the Armed Forces ashore conducive
t2 30924 health. In cooaeratlon with lonecal health authorities, he also
improved the sanltatlon of Philippine boroughs adjacent to Naval Air -
Ba seg, thereby providing rafe liberty areas for our perszonnel, S

’

He ig ales entitled to the Ribbon for, and a faculnlle 5f the Navy
Unit Commendation awarded Air Transport Evacuatlon Squadron. ONE, The

citation followe Iin vart:

"For outetanding hersism in support of military operations during
the Okinawa Campaign .from April 1 to June 21, 1943..... Atr Transport
EBvacuation Squadron ONE continued ite hazardous mission until all
organized Japanese reslstance had ceased and by the invaluable service
thus rendered contributed immeasurably to the zuccess of our forces

in securing thies ztrategically 1mp9rtant basze.

After brief duty with Commander Fleet Air West Coast, he reported
to Commander Naval Alr Basges, Norfollk, Virginia, for duty aa Senior
Medical Officer, attached to the Naval Air Station there. On Novembep
21, 1949 he wa=z ordersed to Pensacola, Florida, where he zcérved for -
more than three years, Hig assignment at thiq activity was Officer
in Charge »f the Naval School of Aviation Medicine and Research, and
1ater in June of 1951, when the echool wag rederignated as a geparate

ommand, he was asgigned as the Commanding Officer, Since April 1952
he has been the Dirvector of the Aviation Medical Acceleration Labora-
tory at the Naval Air Development Center, Johneville,

Penngylvania.
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In addition to the Bronze Star Medal, the Commendation Ribbon,
= and the Navy Unit Commenc.tion Ribbon, qutaln Caresn hag the World
i War I Victory Medal, thie American Defence Service Medal, European-
- African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacifiec Campalgn Medal:
J World War II Vietory Medal; Philippine Pefense Ribbon; and the Philip-
| S

pine Liberation Rlbbon

He ig a member of the Masonic Lodge (3%2nd degree), (Golden Rule,’
Chicago); Scottish Rite Bodies, Pensacola, Florida. He 1s a Fellow
of the Aero Medical AS“OClatlDH the American College of Physileians,
and the Medical Association; an honorary Fellow of Puget Sound Acad-
emy of Ophthalmslogy and Otolaryngology; and a member of the Phi Chi
Medical Fraternity, Kappa Rho Chanter, Northwestern UnlverQLty.

NAVY Biographies Section, 0I-023
13 January 1953






