- Joseph Malcolm Carson was born lu Enniskillen, Ulster County, Ireland, on
June 22, 1901, son of Joseph Lougheed Carson and Mrs. Jeanie MeNeal Carson. He
attended Fromt Royal, Virginia High School and the Avmy-Navy Preparatory School,
Washington, D. L., prior to his appointment to the U, S, Naval Academy, Aunapolis,
Maryland, from the Seventh District of Virginia in 1920. As a Midshipman he was
a mewber of the football "B* squad, and the varsity wrestling squad, and won his
letter in lacrosse in 1925. Graduated and comnissioned Ensign on June &, 1925,
‘he subsequently attained the rank of Captain, to date from July 20, 1943, He was
selecterl and =pproved for temporary promokion to the grage of Rear Admiral in the
Navy in July 1952, to date from Jume 1, 1953. R

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1925, he served successively
for two years in the USS TEXAS, USS OKLAHOMA and the USS ARGONNE. Im July 1927 he
reporfed to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, for flight training, and
completing the course was'designated Naval Aviztor in May 1928, From .June of that
year unsil May 1930, he served with Pighting Squadron 3, based on the ailreraft
carrvier LEXINGTON, operating with Aircraft Squadrons, Battle Fleet. He then
sexved for two years in the training division and the year following in the ex-
pevimental division of the Naval Alr Station, Norfolk, Virginia.

in June 1833 he joined Obsexrvation Squadren 1, aviation unit of the USS TEXAS,
and two years Later was transferred to duty with Scouting Squadrvon fl, based on the
U588 RANGER., Detached from the latter squadron inm June 1936, he sexved for two
years at the Waval Air Station, Anacostia, D. C. He returned to sea in June 1938
i command of the USS AVOCET, aud in July 1940 was designsted Cowmander Cruiser
Scouting Squadvon 4 (and later 5), attached to the USS NORTHAMPTON. :

He assumed command of the Naval Reserve Aviation Base, Anacostia, D. C., in
September 1241, and served in that -conmand duving the early period of World War i,
In May 1943 he joined the USS BUNEER HILL as Alr Officer, and in January 1944 be- |
came Executive Officer of that cerrier. He is entitled to a facsimile of, and the
vibbon for; the Presidential Unit Cication to the USS BUNKER HILL, awarded for
"extraordinary heroism in action agalnst enemy Japanese forces in the air, ashore
and afloat in the South, Central, Southwest and Western Pacific, from November 11,
1943 to May 11, 1945,,.% ‘ L '

He was awavded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "¥7," and cited in part as
follows: V“For meritorious sexvice as Alr Officer and later as Executive Officer
of the USS BUNKER HILL during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the
Pacific Ocean Area from May 25, 1943 to May 1944...Participating in strikes against
Nauru, the hostile stromghold at Rabaul, and the Japanese base at Kavieng; the
siege and capture of the Gillbert Islands; and the capture and occupation of Kwaja-
lein Atoll, Marshall Islands, he skillfully divected air operatioms with the re-
sult thaet his ship was not damaged during the many Japamese air attacks, while
great damage was inflicted on the enemy by the BUMKER HILL alrcraft ia the air,
ashore and afloat..." . ‘ -




Page 2

R. Adm. J. M. Carsom, USH

Detached from the BUNKER HiLL in May 1944, he xeyorted for duty on the staff
of Commandex- Carrier Division 22, USS SANGAMON, flagship. He was awarded the
Wavy Cross "For extraordinary heroism as Chief of Staff for Carriexr Task Group
77.4 in action against enemy Japanese forces in the Battle for Leyte Gulf, on
Ocgober 24, 1944..." The citation continues: "An alert and aggressive leader,
Captain Carson zealously directed complex operations against the enemy in the
face of copstant attack from hostile aircraft, thereby contributing to the de-
struction of a large portion of the enemy force. His cool courage, inspiring
ieadevship and unwaverlsg devotion to duty under fire were important factors in
the success of a vital mission,..™

He is also emtitled to the Ribbon for and a facsimile of the Pr951dential
Unit Citation awarded the US5 SANGAMON.

He assumed command in January 1945 of the Naval Air Station, Gleamview,
Illlnoxs, with additional duty with the Naval Air Bases, Ninth Naval District.
Detached two years later, he went to sea iu April 1947 in command of the USS
SALERNG BAY, and in.September of that year was transferred to command of the USS
MINDORG. On May 20, 1948 he was ordered to duty as Chief of Staff amd Alde to
Commander Caxvier Division One. After a year in that duty, including a Mediter-
ranean cruise, he was detached to report to the Office of the Chief of Naval:
Operations, Navy Department, Washingtom, D. C., and soon thereafter assumed com-
mand of Fleet Air Wing 6. He received a Letter of Commendation, with authpriza-
tion to wear the Commendation Ribbom, from the Commander Naval Forxces, Far East,

as follows:

"For outstanding performance of duty as Gonmander, Fleet Aix Wing 6 from
August 29 to October 8, 1950...Assuming command of Fleet Air Wing 6 soon after it
was commissioned, Captain Carson quickly and efficiently brought its staff to a
high degree of competency and so coordinated and directed the training and opera-
tions of these squadrons and ships under his control that they were able to carvy
out their missions with increasing stccessg...During the course of naval operations
taking place in conjunction with the Korean War, especially in comnmection with
the Imchon landing, squadrons under his command rendered invaluable service in
anti-submarine patrol, amti-mine patrol, and search and rescue missions..."

Ia October 1950 he assumed command of the USS VALLEY FORGE, and for "excep-
tionally meritorious conduct im the perxformance of outstanding service as fom-
manding Officer (of that alrcraft carrier) during operations against the ememy in
the Korean Theater from October 10, 1950 until March 22 19510.;" ke was awarded

the Legion of Merit with Combat "V "

In Aupust 1951 he assumed command of the Naval Air Station, Memphis, Tennes-
see, and remained there until February 1953, when he reported as Commandey Fleet
Aix, Japan, with additiounal duty from July 9, 1953 in command of Naval Air Bases,
Japan. On November 26, 1954 he became Commander Fleet Air, Western Pacific, with
additional duty as Commander Fleet Air, Japan, and Commander Maval Alr Bases,

Japan.
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Por exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Commander Fleet Air Japan from
February 9, 1953 to March 4, 1955, and as Commander Naval Alr Bases, Japan, from
July 8, 1953 to March &, 195500," he was awarded a Gold Star im lieu of the
uGCOHd Legion of Merit. The citation continues in part:

) "Exercising outstanding leadership and foresightedness throughout, Rear Ad-
miral Caxson discharged his many responsibilities with sound judgment and skill-
fully directed the support operations which kept the naval air forces in action
‘againgt the enemy duving the latter part of the Korean conflict and in instant
readiness during the uneasy period after the signing of the fruce agreement. In
executing his command functions, he displayed professional acumen and expertness
in all fields of naval warfare. By his tireless devotion to the fulfillment of
exacting assignments, Rear Adniral Carson contributed materially to the success
of the United States naval operations in the Far Easte.."

In April 1955 he reported as Chief of Staff and Aide o Commander Air Force,
U. 8, Pacific Fleet, and on March 15, 1957 became Commander Carvier Division
SEVEN. He continued to serve in that capacity until January 1958, whenm he ase
sumed duty as Chief of Naval Air Basic Training, with headquarters at the Naval
Air Station, Pensacola, Florida. He was Comnmander Naval Forces, Philippines,
with additional duty as Commander in Chief Pacific Representative, Philippines,
from October 27, 1959 until June 1961 when he was .assigped as Commapden
Fleet Air, Jacksonville, with headquarters at the Naval Air Station, Jackson-
viile, Flor:.da.9 with additional duty as Conmmnder Nayal Air Bases, Sizth Haval

" Digtricth,

Tn addition to the Wavy Cross, Legion of Merit with Gold Star and the Bronze
Star Medal, each with Combat "W, the Commendation Ribbon and the Ribbon and two
stars for the Presidential Unit Citation to the USS BUNKER HILL and USS SANGAMOR,
Rear Admiral Carson has the Amerigan Defense Sexvice Medal, Fleet Clasp; the
American Cempaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal w1th one silver star and
two bronze stars (seven engagenents); the World War II Victory Medals the Navy
Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Service Medal; Korean
Service Medal with two stars; the United Nations Sexvice Medal; and the Philip-

pine Liberation Ribbon with one star.
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