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CAPTAIN JAMES H. CAMPBELL,K ;. ,: -
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED
. James Harry Campbell was born on May 28, 1911, in Hot Sprlngs

Arkansaé sun of Edward and ‘Hazelle ‘Kirk (Wadley) Campbell He at-
tended Little Rock (Arkansas) High School, before his appointment to
the U. 8. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland from his native state in
1929, ‘As a Midshipman he played plebe and varsity football (1929~ 1932),
recelv;ng his Block "N" in that sport in 1933. Graduated -and commis-
sioned Ensign on June 1, 1933, he subsequently advanced im rank to that
of Captain, to date from January 1, 1952.

Following graduation in 1933, he joined the USS WEST VIRGINIA and
served in that battleship for two years. Ordered in June 1935 to the
Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, he completed submarine train-
ing there in December of that year, and the next month reported on
board the USS S-11. Detached from that submarine in June 1936, he then
assisted in the fitting out of the USS PLUNGER at the Navy Yard, Ports- 7
mouth, New Hampshire. e

Herwas assigned to the PLUNGER upon her commissioning on Novem-
ber 19, 1937, and in August 1940 transferred to the USS S-23, to serve
in that underseas craft until April 1941. He was attached to the Navy
Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, when the United States entered:World: .
War II, December 8, 1941, and in February of the next year was. assigiied
fitting out duty in the USS HALIBUT at that Yard. He joined her upon
her commissioning on April 10, 1942, and remained on board until Decemn-
ber of the same year. He then assumed command of the USS LITCHFIELD,
and for "meritorious conduct...(in that capacity) from January to
fugust 1943..." he received a Letter of Commendation, with authoriza-
tion to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief,

U. 8. Pacific Fleet. The citation further states:

"His excellent kncwledge, exceptional torpedc recovery method
and outstanding target service rendered in the training of submarine
personnel was directly responsible for the outstanding efficiency of
these vessels,.."

Transferred in August 1943 to the USS POGY, he served as Execu-
tive Officer of that subuarine until November cf that year,.and
fcllowing a menth's duty with Submarine Division FORTY-THREE,: was
ordered to the Electric Boat Company, Groton, Connecticut, where the
USS BLOWER was building. The DLOWER was commissioned on August 10,
1944, and he assumed command. Remaining in cummand until June 1945,
he was next assigned to the Staff of Commander Submarine Squadron
TWENTY-SIX until October 1945, when he reported for duty at the Sub-
marine Base, New London, Connecticut., He remained there until August
1948, when he became Commanding Officer of the USS LEARY.

Detached from command of the LEARY in April 1950, he reported
the next month for duty at the Naval Ammunition Depot, Hingham,
Massachusetts, where he served more than three years.



Capt. J. H. Campbell, USN, Ret,, ; & Page 2

On October 12, 1953 he assumed command of the USS DITTHDA (4K4-53)
which under his command, was engaged in operations agaitist North’Koréan
ani Chinese Communists in Korea. Detached from that attack cargo ship’ '
in December 1954, he next had duty as Officer in Charge (title later '
changed to Commanding Officer) of the Harbor Defense Unit, Naval Base,
Norfolk, Virginia, Designated in April 1958 Commanding Officer of the
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, University of South Carclina, -
at Columbia, he served there until ordered detached in September 1559
for an assignment in the Fifth Naval District, with headquarters in
Norfolk, Virginia. On July 1, 1960 he was transferred to the Retired
List of the U. S. Navy.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Captain Campbell has .
the American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-
vacific Campaign Medal with three engagement stars; World War II Vice-
tory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Europe Clasp; National De-
fense Service Medal; Korean Service Medal; United Nations Service Medal;
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with twe stars. He also has the
Subuiarine Combat Insignia with three stars. !
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