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Edward Cooper Callahan was born in Dallas, Texas, on August
11, 1906. He attended Fremont High School, 0akland, California,
and had advanced instruction at the University of Califorria, Ex-
tension Division, and ILincoin University, Sen Francisco. Frior
to entering Naval Service, he was suployed by the Fireman's Fund
Tnsurance Company, 1924-1929, and until 1941 was Broadcast BEagin-
eer for the National Broadcesting Company, Stations KGO and K20,
San Francisco. During this period he waz & member of the Voluntee)
Communication Reserve in the Twelfth Naval Dizgtrict, serving first
as a Radio Operator and lzver as Of icer in Charege of Unit ONE, -
Section ONE, Oakland, Califcrnia.

Ordered into active raval service, as a Naval Reserve officer,
he reported in June 1941 - Radio Officer and (Comrunicetions Of-
ficer on board the USS MINNDAPOLTS. Vhile sboasons that heavy cruis
er he saw action during the Battles of Midwaw, the Fastern Solo-
mone and Tassafaronga and in the invasion of Guudsicorsl., FEetween
1942 and 1944 he had consecutive Guty as Staf? (onmun’ ssobicns Of-
ficer, Task Force SIXTY-FIVE, Air, Solomon Iszlarcs and Fleet Air
Command, South Pacific. For outstanding services whiis on duty in
the Pacific Area, he received two lLetters of Conmendation with au-
thorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon and Bronze Star.

He wa® nzxt assigned as Electronics Training Officer at the
Naval Air Technical Trainine Command, Chicage, Tilinoies and Pensa-
cola, Florida. Tn 1946 he vparticipated in the A Bomb Test at Bi'i-
ni ae Officer in Charge of Kadio Broadcast Fscilities on the staff
of Commander Joint Task Force ONE,

Released from active duty late in 1946, he returned to radio
work and was associated with the West Central Brecadcasting Com-
rany, Station WEEK, Peoria, TIllinoiz. Again reporting for sctive
naval service, this time az 2 T. S, Navy office», he was asegigned
in November 1947 as Project Contrel Officer in ths Bursan of Aero-
nautice, Wavy Departiment.

He attended the 1950-1951 courze at the Tadustrisl Coilege of
the Armed Torces, Washington, D, C. after which he wae Deputy Di-
rector, later Director, of the Aeronautical Electronice and Elec-
trical Laboratory at the Naval Air Development Center, Johnsville,
Pennsylvenia. TIn the summer of 1953 he was oriered 40 the Bureau
of Aeronautics, to serve &g Hetd of “he Electronilce Dezign Branch
and from September 1955 az Assiztant Director o the Zlectronics
Division, now known as the Aviocnice Divieion. :

In June 1957 he was asg
ter, Port Washington, Long T
and Director.

igned to tke Naval PUraining Device Cen-
csland;, New York as Ccmmanding Officer
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PERSONAL DATA: ' :

Born: Dallae, Texas, August 11, 1906
Parents: FEmmet Clay (deceased) and Martha Edwards (Whatley)

Ca;lahan

TTe m L] -

toucation: John C. Fremont High School, Oakland, California;
University of California, Extension Divieion; 8an
Francieco; Lincoln University, San Francisco;
Naval School, Electronics, Bowdoin Collecze,
Brunswick, Maine (1941-1942); Naval School. Radar,
Navy Research Laboratory, Anacostia, D. C. (1942);
George Washington University,Washington,D.Cy(1949
1950); Tndustrisl College of the Armed T'o.ces (195
1951); Advanced Management Program,28th Session,
Harvard Business School, Cambridge,Mass, (fall 1955

PROMOTIONS:

Ensign, USNR, Pebruary 26, 1932
Lieutenant (jg), USNR, February 26, 1937
Lieutenant, USNR, August 1, 1941

Lieutenant Commander, USNR, May 1, 1943
Commander, March 1, 194k

Transferred from USNR to USN, November 18, 1947
Captain, to date from July 1, 1954

DECORATTONS AND MEDALS:

Letter of Commendation gﬁibbon and "V"), CINCPAC
Letter of Commendation (Ribbon), ComSoPac Force and Area
Presidential Unit Citation (USS SUWANEE)

Naval Recserve Medal

American Defense Service Medal

American Campaign Medal

Agiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal

World War TT Victory Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Letter of Commendation: (CINCPAC): "For meritorious conduct
vhile serving as Radar Officer of the USS MINNEAPOLTS »n the night
of November 30-December 1, 1942, during the engagement with enemy
surface forces off Tassafaronga, Guadalcanal. FHe furnished very
valuable information essentisl to the Task Force Commander in ma-
neuvering the force, in opening fire and subsequent thereto, With-
out his radar information contact with the enemy force might have
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been missed. While under fire, and after his vessel suffered
revere and critical damage, he courageously remained at his poet
sunplying ranges and bearings for main battery fire. During thise
time...he also ingeniously effected emergency repairs to the radar
equipment, thus permitting 1tes continusl operations throughout the
night, furniching 1n§9rmation vital to the conduct of his ship to

a place of refug;...

Letter of Commendation (ComSoPac Force and Area): "...As
Communications Officer from December 19, 1942 until March 31, 1943,
on the staff of Commander South Pacific Force and Area, serving
Commander Task Force SIXTY-FTVE and Commander Alr, Solomon Islande,..
..He organized an efficient Flag Communications Office in the USS
NASSAU and again in the USS SUWAWEE on ghort notice under very ad-
verse conditions...His initiative, knowledge of radar and keen in-
terest in the performance of the equipment resulted in improved op-
erstions within the Task Force...He assumed the duties of Air Oper-
atlons Communication Officer (at Guadalcenal), reorganized the
mesgage center, constructed an underground tunnel large enough to
centralize all aircraft radio facilities, plue a filter center,
maintaindng one hundred miles of wire line on the field telephone
system...reorganized the air warning systems, standardized all
radar procedures, lent his technical assistance 1in installing
equipment at Russell Telande, assisted in setting up the first Nigh*
Fighter Control in the combat zone, formulated standard systems for
maintaining and checking aircraft recognition equipment, and im-
proved the various radio navigational aids..."

Presidential Unit Citation. . . (USS SUWANEE): "For extranr-
dinary heroism in action against enemy forces in the air, acghore
and afloat...The SUWANEE's veliant record of combat achievement
reflects the highest credit upon her courageous officers and men
and upon the United States Vaval Service..."

CHRONOLOGTICAL TRANSCRIPT OF SERVICE:

Apr 1928 Feb 1932 Volunteer Communication Reserve, Twelfth
Naval District (Radio Operator)

Feb 1932 Jun 1941 Volunteer Communication Reserve, Twelfth
Naval District (Officer in Charge,
Unit OVE, Section ONE, Oakland, Cali-
fornia)

Jun 1941 Dec 1942 USS MTINNEAPOLTS (Radi»n Officer and Com-
munications Officer with collateral
duty as Radar Material Officer)

(Under instruction at Naval School,
Electronics, Bowdoin College, Bruns-
wicke,Maine, Nov 1941 to Jan 1942 and
Naval School, Radar, Navy Research
Laboratory, Anacostia, D. C., Jan 1942
to Apr 1942)
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Dec 1942 Feb 1943 Staff of Commander Tagk Force SIXTY-FIV
(Staff,Communications Officer)

Feb 1943 Avnr 1943  Staff of Commander Air Solomone (Staff,
Communications Officer)

Apr 1943 May 1944 Fleet Air Command South Pacific (Staff,
Communications Officer and Radio-
Radar Material Officer)

Jul 1944  Mar 1946  WNaval Air Technical Training Command
(Staff, Electronice Training Officer)

Mar 1946  Nov 1946  Staff of Commander Joint Task Force ONI
(Officer in Charge, Radio Broadcast
Facilities; participated in Bikini
A-Bomb tests

Nov 1946  Nov 1947 Tnactive duty

Nov 1947 Jul 1950 Bureau of Aeronautics, Electronice Di-
vieion (Project Control Officer)

Auz 1950 Jun 1951 Tndustrial College of theArmed Forces
(instruction)

Jul 1951  Jul 1953 Naval Air Development Center, Johnsvill
Pennsylvania (Deputy Director, then
Director (Jul 1952 to Jul 1953), Aero
nautical Electronices and Electrical
Laboratory)

Jul 1953 Sep 1955 BUAER, Electronics Division (Head, Elec
tronice Design Branch and from Dec
1953 to Aug 1954 Acting Assistant Di-
rector, Electronice Division)

Sep 1955 Jun 1957 BUAER, Electronics Division (Assistant
Director)

Jun 1957 Naval Training Device Center, Port Wask
ington, Long Tsland, New Yerk (Com-
manding Officer and Directorj
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