CAPTAIN WILLARD C. CALKINS
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS, U, S. NAVY

Willard Charlcs Calkins was born in New Haven, Connecticut nn
Sentember 30, 1902, con of the late Louts G, and Gracc (Chapmen)
Calliine, He attended Central High School, Syracuee, New Yor!:,
vrior to enlisting on April 9, 1919 in the U, S, Navy. He wvas
apnointed Pharmacist on October 1, 1929, and on October 1, 1935
wer promoted to Chicf Pharmacist., Commiccioned Licutenant (jz) in
the Hospitnl Corps, U, S. Navy, on June 15, 1942, he subsequently
acvanced in rank, attaining that of Commander to date from July 1,
1951, having trancferred in August 1947 to the Medical Serv-cc
Corneg. On September 29, 1954 he was sworn in as the first Chict
27 tiie Medical Service Corpe, and promoted to the ran!: of Cantcin,

Following his enlistment in the U. S, Navy in 1919, he wor
agrigned briefly to the Hospital Corps Training School, Great
inleg, Illinots, In June of the same Year he was transferrec to
the Naval Hospital, Grent lakes, where he remsined until February
1021, when he reported for duty 2t the Marine Barracks, Quantico,
Vir,inia, Ordered to duty afloat, he served consecutively from

wwiust 1921 to Jenuary 1922 in the battleships ARIZONA and ARIANSAS,

Returning to the United States, he attended a course at the
Phormacist's Mate School, Portesmouth, Virginia, and in August 1922
rcoorted aboard the USS RELIEF, He continued sea duty in the USS
BOBOLINK until April 1923, when he was acsigned to the Naval Hos-
pital, Washington, D. C. He joined the First Brigade, U. S, Morine
Corps in Haiti, in February 1925, and in May 1927 was ordered to
the Maval Medical School, Washington, D, C, In October 1929 he
bccame Personnel and Accounting Officer of that School, and while
there had 'instruction in accountancy at Benjamin Franklin Univer--
£ity, Washington. He transferred in May 1930 to the Naval Hospital,
Newport, Rhode Island, where he was Property and Accounting Officer

until June 1931.

Duty in the USS RELIEF preceded a three year aseignment, July
1833-July 1936, as Property Officer at the Naval Hospital, Mare
Igland, California. Between August 1936 and August 1939 he served
~g Procurement Officer at the Naval Medical Supply Depot, Brool:lyn,
New York, with additionel duty under instruction in accountancy at
Pace Institute, New Yorlk, New Yor!:, Following an assignment as
Proverty and Accounting Officer at the Naval Hoepital, Pearl Har-
box, T, H., he reported in September 1941 as Aéministrative Ascie -
tant to the Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital, Philadelwhic,
Pennsylvania., He remained there following the United States’” entry
‘nto Yorld War II, December 8, 1941, until October 1943, and the
next month became Assistant to the Area Medical Officer on the
etaff of Commander South Pacific., As such, he =aw action during
the Northern Solomons Campaign.

"For distinguishing himself by meritorious conduct,..as As-
gistant to the Force Medical Officer on the staff of the Commander
South Pacific Area and South Pacific Force from November 26, 1243
to Anril 1, 1945..." he received a Letter of Commendation with ocu-
thorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from the Commancer
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‘auth Pacific., The citation further states in part: "During this
neriod, Lieutenant Calline displayed exception2l ability and wor!led
tipelessly in handling the many detailed problems incident to the
planning and organizetion of an efficient medical administroative
wrmgevel, | Through his initiative andé thorough lnowlédge of medicrl
lon’sties, he renderet invaluable ascsistance to the Force Med: .ccl
officer in effecting en efflcient hospital service for the g

an? wounded in the South Pacific and from adjacent ayeas iy

Returning to the United Stntes in May 1945, he became Catrlo;
£ cer in the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 2ahd ac such wos ab-
tached to the Joint Army-Navy Medicnl Procurenent Office, New Yoril,
Wew Yorl. In that capacity he prepared the first Bureau of Meci-
cine ~nd Surgery Section of the Chtalog and Woevy Material, In
Setciber 1946 he reported as Surplue Property Officer, Materiol
Division, Burcau of Mecdicine 2nd Sursery, Brooklyn, New York, anc
continued to scrve in that asecignment until May 1847, when he w7e
~ee”~med to the Finance Divieion, Bureaun of Medicine and Surgery,

Wavy Department, Woshington, D. s

He next served 7rom June 1953 to September 1954 as Commanc’ng:
0ff-cer of the Naval School of HOspital Adminietration, Nationcl
¥av~1 Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland. On Septermber 29, 1054
he ~cgsumed the duties of Chief, Medical Service Corps, U, S. Novy.

Tn addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Gaptain Callkins hoce

+he American Defense Service Medal; the American Cermpaign Medal;
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; World War 11 Victory Medal;
-nd the National Defense Service Medal.
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