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‘ Walter Carson Calhoun was born at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

May 13, 1894, Before entering the U.5, Naval Academy in 1913, he
had graduated from Southern Manual Training High School, Philadel-
phia, and attended University of Pennsylvania, School of Mechanical
Engineering (Class of 1915), At the Naval Academy he was active in
basketball, being captain of the team in 1917. He also played base-
ball, Graduated and commissioned Ensign on March 29, 1917, he ad-
vanced In rank as follows: Lieutenant (Jjunior grade) October 3y 1917;
Lieutenant, March 3, 1218; Lieutenant Commander, November 13, 1987
Commander, April 8, 1937; Captaln, January 2, 1942, He transferred
to the Retired List of the Navy in the rank of Rear Admiral, efrfec—
tive dJune 30, 1949,

Upon graduation, he was attached to the USS FLORIDA, of the
Sixth Battle Squadron, Grand Fleet, and was present at the surrender
of the German Fleet at the end of World War &y From July 26, 1921
to June 2, 1922, he was aboard the USS MARYTLAND, He was then ordered
80 duty at the Naval Academy where he served two years as Discipline

rflcer,

Returning to sea on September 14, 1924, he first served in the
USS ZUROH (flagship of China Station), then was in command of the
USS ABLRCADA until July 9, 1925, and the following year again served
in the USS HURON, From August to November, 1226 he was Chiof Engin-
eer of the USE HENDERSON, of the Naval Transport Service. He was
again assigned to the Haval Academy as an Inctructor in Navigation,
Gunnery, Physice, and Chemistry. In July, 1927 he revorted to 5%,
John's College, Annavolis, Haryland, for duty as an instructor in
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps. ZDetached from that duty in
September, 1228, he had orders to the USS VESTAL for duty as Navigator
and Gunnery Officer, Optical and Fire Control Officer. hen detached
from the VESTAL on April 15, 1931, he was assigned to the Navy Yard
Washington, D.C,, as Aide to the Commandant, Naval Gun Factory, and
in command of the Recelving Station therec.

He was ordered to the USS PENSACOLA on May 3, 1233, for Guty as
Gunoery Officer, and transferred on July 8, 1235 to command of the
USS TAYLOR (Spccial Scrvice Squadron), and when relieved of that com—
mand, he revnorted, in Hay, 1236, to the Jew York Shipbuilding Cor-
poration, Camden, New Jersey, and scrved as Inspector of Naval
Ordnance until June 10, 1238. The following year, until June, 18392,
he was under instruction at the Naval War Collezc, Fewnort, Rhode
Island, When detached from the War Collcge, he was ordered aboard
the USS INDIANAPOLIS, flagship of Commandor Eawiian Detachment,
Scouting Force, Pacific Flect, for auty as Staff Gunnery Officer,
Ordercd in August, 1941 to dobile, Alabama, in connection with the
conversion of the CRISCINT CITY to an attack transport, hc commanded
that vessel from October to December, 1941,

From Docember, 1941 to Harch, 1243, he served in the Bursau of
Naval Personnel, Navy Departmont, Washington, D.C, as Detall Officer.
HEc was then ordered to place the USS BALTTHORE in commission at
Bethlehem Steel Company, Quincy, Massachusetts, and assumed command
of that cruiser on April 15, 1943. The Baltimore arrived at Pcarl
Harbor, October 18, 1943 and Joined the Pacific Fleet, Operating
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with a carrier task group, the BALTIHORE participated in many of the
major ralds and battle operations in the Pacific and Asiatic Areas
guring 1943-44, including the vombardment of Japanese positions and
successful occupation of Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands, raid-
ing of Kwajalein Island (Marshall Tglands), and bombing of Wotje
Maleolap and Eniwetok atolls, first bombings of Truk Atoll 1n the
Caroline Islands, Salpan, Tinian, Palau, Woleal and Yap islands, and
bombings and troop landings on Hollandia and New Guinea, the ralds
on Marcus, Wake, and Guam, Finally she participated in the First
Battle of the Philippine Sea, and ralds on Iwo Jima and others.

For services in command of the UsSS BALTIMORE, he received a
Letter of Commendation from the.Commander 1in Chief Bacific Fleet,
stating: "For gallantry in action and high professional excellence
. . . Taroughout these operations deep in enemy waters, he at all
times handled his ship wlth conspilcuous ekill and courage and in
the face of determinaed enemy aerial opposition maintained a position
percitting the effective defense of the Task Group of which nis
ship was a part. . " The Bronze Star Medal with combat distinguish-
ing device "V!" also was awarded him "For merltorious service as
Commanding Officer of the BALTIMORE, ., . from November, 1943 to
Junes 194d.s o "

Ordered to bring the BALTIMORE back to the Unlted States to
embark the President of the United Statcs and hils staff, in the late
gummer of 1944, a tour was thcn made of island bases, stonping at
Howaiian Islands, Adak, Kodlak, and Juncau in AlasZa. Returning
from that tour, he was relieved of command of the BALTIMORE and on
October 7, 1944 reported to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opcr-
ations, Navy Department, Washington, for duty in connection with
the disposal of Navy Surplus Property, Logistics Division, and 1in
connection with devising programs of forelgn assistance under the
Economlc Recovery Program of 1948, He was so serving when relicved
of active duty pending his retirement on June 30, 1549,

Tn addition to the Bronze Star ledal and the Commendation
Ribbon, both with combat "V", Rear admiral Calhoun has the Victory
Medal, Grand Fleet Clasp; the Ameriocan Dcfense Service Medal, Fleet
Clasp; the American Campaign lMedal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn
Mcdal with five engagement stars; and the World War II Victory Medal,
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