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Harry Nelegon Coffin was born in Portland, Mainc, on april 9,
1906, szon of the late Edward B. and Cora Ripley Coffin. He at-
tended Decring High School in Portlanu, and centercd the U. 3.
NMaval academy as a Midshipmon from Maine on July 2, 1925. Gradu-
ating with the degree of Rachelor of Science, he was commisegioned
Fneign -in the U. 5. Navy on June 6, 1929, and through fubsequent
promotions attained the rank of Captain, to date fron March 50,

1945.

After graudation from the Navnl Acadery in June 1929, he was
under instructiosn briefly at the Ford Inestrunent Cowmpany, Long
Teland City, New York, and in Septomber 1929 joined the USS
FLORIDA, He gerved ag a junior Watch and Division Officer in thc
Engineering and Gunnery Departments of that battleship unit of the
Scouting Fleet, until October 1930. 1In Noverber »f that year he
wae trangferred to gimllar duty in the battleship PENNSYLVANTA,
algn operating with Battleship Diviegion 2, Scouting Fleet.

From Junc 1933 to April 1935 he served in destroyers, first as
Aesietant Enginecer and Torpedo Officer of the USS TARBELL, later
ag CQunnery Officer, Communications Offlicer, and First Licutchant
~f the USS BARRY. - He then joined the USS MELVILLE, in which he
had duty for a year ng Watch and Divigion Officor, while that voe-
el wne tender for Destroyer Diviegion 2, Battle Force. He return-
od to aAnnapolie in July 1936 and cduring the next year completed
the course in General Line at the Postgraduate School.

Reporting to the Navy Department, Waghington, D. C., in July
1937, he had a year's instruction at the Hydrographic Office,
after which he served. succesgively fron September 1938 until July
19%9 ae Astronomical Officer of the USS HANNIBAL (AG~1) and U353
BUSHNELL (iS-2). He wag Enginécring Watch and Division officer,
and later Senior Afsistant Engincer of the USS LEXINGTON (cv 2),

1 unit of Carricr Divieion ONE, Battlc Fleet, during the perisd
prior to and following the United States' entry into World War IT,
and participated in air action off Bougainville, the Salanaua-las
raid, and in the Battle of the Coral Sea. He received a Letter

Af Commendation, with Ribbon-and Combat "V," as follows:

e -

"por distinguished service and devotion to duty as Senior As

_ sistant Engineer Officer aboard the USS LEXINGTON in action againet

Japancse forces in the Coral Sex on May 8, 1942, He contributed
moterinlly to the restoration of the chip to normal following

the sriginal damage suffered in the actlon that day. When subfc-
quent damage doomed the ghip he remaincd at his poet, inspiring
hig men by his own courage and devotion to duty. When the order
to abandon ship was received, he first cssured hinscli that every
person had been evacuated before taking his own safety into con-
gideration, thercby miterinlly contributing to the gamll logs of
1lifc sugtained.” y
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Jnon hie return to the United States, he was underw inetruction
at the Floet Sonar School, San Diegn, Californis, in July ond
Lugust 1942, and in Scptermber asgsumed command of tho USS CRANE,
i yvear later he beecame Oommanding Orficer »f the USS BaALCH, and
in that cnpacity participated in the Toen-Wakde-Sarmi arco oheli-
tion and the Bialr Teland operation in May and June 1944, He wcoe
awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," and citation which

follows in part:

"Rop meritorious gervice as Commanding Offlcer of the USS BLLCH
in operatisne agoinst egnewy Japanesc forces 1n the vicinity of
Duteh New Cuinoa from Octobher 1943 to June 1944, JActing as OFfi-
cer in Pactical Command of a fire support unit (he) rendercd in-
valuable service in the bombardment »f the Wakde-Sarmi Arca and
maintaining hig ship in o high statc of combat readinegsg partici-
pated in the bombardment ofF Bink Igland and carried out inportant
screening miszsiong during operations againet Hurtb21dt Br\.y.._i

Detached from the BALCH in Octobor 1944, he returned to the
United States to serve throughout the remoinder of the war period
and until June 1946 in the Planning Divieion of the Burcau of Ord-
nance, Navy Department. In July of that ycar he was designated
Hydrographic sdvisor to the Naval idvisory Group, China. He
corved in China until December 1948, and in January 1949 returned
to the Navy Department for a four year tour of duty in the O0ffice
~f the Chicf »f Naval Opcrations, ascigned to the Divieion of Naval
Miggions and Advigory Groupe.

He commanded the USS ELDORADO in the Korean Area from February
Lo Naovenber 1953, and early in 1954 wag narned Commanding O0fflcer
- of the U, 8. Naval Station, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Tslands.
On September 28, 1954 ho was designated Commander Naval Base,
gubic Bay.

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Corbat "V,"” and the
~ Commendatisn Ribbon, also-with Combat "V, Captain Coffin hae the
fﬁmerican;DefanEe‘Sefvice Medal, Flect Clasp; Asiatic-Pacific Com-
paign Medal with four engagement stars; ierican Campaign Medal;
‘China Service Medal; World War II Victory Medal; National Defense
Service Medal; Korean Scrvico Medal; and the Upited Nations

Service Medal. ~He algo holds the Chincse decoration, Cloud and
Banner, awarded by the Government of China.
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