" REAR ADMIRAL JOE B. COCHRAN
- U, 8, NAVY, RETIRED

Joe Brice Cochran wag born in New Hope, North Carolina, on
February 6, 1904, gon of the late John Brice and Allie {Walker)
Cochran., He attended Huntersvillce (North Carolina) High School
~and Davideon College, Davidson, North Carolina, for onc year prior

to his appointment to the U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolig, Maryland,
from hisg native state in 1922, (Graduated and commiszssioned Ensign
on June %, 1926, ho subsequently advanced in rank, attaining that
of Captaln, to date from August 1, 1943, 0On July 1, 1956 he was
transferred to the Retired List of the U, 5, Navy and advqneod to
the rank of Rear Admiral on the bagis of combat awards.,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1926, he joilned
the USS NEW MEXICO, and from the summer of 1927 until June 1929
sorved as Assistant Communication 0fficer on the staff of Commander
Battleship Division Pour, Battle Fleet, US3S NEW MEXICO, flagship.
Returning to the United State», he had submarine training at the
Submarine School, New London, Connecticut.,  Completing his instruc-
tion in December 1929, he had successgive duty afloat until June
1933 in the submarines R-5, 5-24 and R-2.

He attended a course in operating engilineering at the Postgrad-
uate School, Annapolis, Marylend, until June 1235, when he reported
aboard the USS BONITA. 1In the £211 of 1537 he transferred to the
CUSS NEW YORK, continuing to gerve in-that battleship until June
1938, when no was again ordered to the Naval Academy, this ftime for
duty ag an Instructor in the Department of Marine Engineering, IHe
remalncd there until April 194C, when he jolned the USS PLUNKE STT ag
Executive Officer, Detached froéom that de@troyer in August 1941, he
then assumed command of the USS SCUTHARD, and was commanding that

veegsel when the United States entered WOfld War II, December 8,
1941, MFor conspicuoung gallantry and intrepidity...(in that ﬁapaw
city)...in the Solomon Tslands on August 7 and Beptembor 7-1
1942...” he was awarded the 8ilver Star Medal, The 01tation ﬁ0n~

tinues in part:

"participating in the initial attack as 4 screening and mine-
sweeping vessel, the SOUTHARD...frequently re-entered the Guadal-
canal-Tulagi Area, despite persistent opposgition by Japanesc air-
craft, in order to escort and protect vessele carrying reinforce-
ments and supplies to the United States Marine forces cetablished
on the shore, . Liecutenant Commander Cochran's gallant fortitude
and congcientious devotion to duty contributed materially to the
success of o vastly important m1851on..,‘

. Relieved of command of the SOUTHARD in September 1942, he re-
ported in November of that year ag Commanding Officer of the USS
BEALE, He wag awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," fop
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"excepblonally meritoricus conduct...as Commanding Officer of the
(latter}...during action againgt onemy Japaness forceg in the New
Guinea and Moluccas Areas from-December 20, 1943 to September 20,
104, . ," The citation continues in part: '

"{aunching his ship's gua fire in support of landings at Capse
‘@loucester, the Admiralties, Hollandla, wakde, Blak, Noemfoor and
Morotal, (he) aided immeasurably in reducing the enemy's power to
regist and subsequently covered invasion operations, frequently
under hostile sir attack...Captain Cochran wag instrumental in
futhering the sustained Westward advance of the Allied Force
through this strategilcally important area, " :

From September 1944 until March 1945 he scrved as Commander
Destroyer Division THIRTY ETGHT, and for "meritorious achievement
(in that command)...in the South China ica from January 9 to 20,
1945, ,." he was avarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "v,"

The citation in part followe: ,

MWorking tirelessly and efféctively in the performance of his
vital task, Captain Cochran rendered invaluable service during a
series of highly successful fueling operations in support of the
T TRD Fleot attacks on the encmy and, by his sound judgment, bold
initiative and splendid cooperation, contributed esgentially to
the efficiency of hisg command in carrying out thils important mis-

5100, . "

Tn May 1945 he reported as Assistant Dircetor of the Naval

_ Rescarch Laboratory, Washington, D. C., and continucd to serve as
guch for three years, assuming command in June 1948 of Dogtroyer
gquadron SEVENTEEN: Relloved of that command in Junc 1649, the
next month returned bto the Naval Research Leboratory for duby as
Director of Administration, He remalned thera until December 1951
when he became Commanding Officer of the USS WORCESTER., In January
1953 he wag ordered to duty as Deputy Hydrographer, Hydrographic
office, Washington, D. C,, and 1n March of that year, vas designa-
ted Hydrographer in command, He served in that capacity untll re-
lieved of all active duty ponding his retirement from active
service on July 1, 1956. - ' -

T addition to the Silver Star Medal, the Leglon of Mcrit-
with Combat "V," the Bronze Star Medal aleo with "V," and the
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon awarded US3 SOUTHARD, 7 August 1942
to 17 May 1944, Rear Admiral Cochran has the American Defensge
Service Mcdal with bronze "As the Amcrican Campaign Medal;
Agintic-Pacific Compalgn Mcdal with two silver ztars; the World
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War IT Victory Mcdal; the National Defense Service Medal; the Navy
oceupation Service Medal with Asie Clasp; the China Servicc Mednl;
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two bronze stars.
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