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o - Calvin Hayes Cobb was born in Kittery, York Gounty,aMalne, on
November 21, 1889, He was appointed to the United States Naval Ac-
ademy, Annapolis, Maryland, on June 12, 1907 from his native state.
. While a midshipman he played on the Academy football team, holding
punting and place-kilcking records in 1908; was a member of the Academy
Rifle Team,; qualifying as Sharpshooter; and was secretary of the Mid-
shipmen's Athletloc Association in 1908. Graduated in July, 1911, he.
served af ‘gea as a Passed Midshipman, as then required by law, and
was commlssioned Eneign on March 7, 1912, He subsequently attained -
the rank of Rear Admiral fto date from May 10, 1942, and was trang—-
ferred to the Retired List of the Navy in the rank of Vice Admiral, -
advanced on the bagis of combat cltations, on November 1, 1946, .
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After graduation in July, 1911, he Joined the battleship
MINNESOTA which participated in the Naval Review in the North River,
New York, 1912; was at Guantanamo, Cuba, during the civilian uprising;
and wae at Vera Cruz, Mexico, from April 23 to July 14, 1913, During
.~ the summer of 1913, he had additional duty in connectlon with the

Navy Rifle Team at Waekefield, Massachusetts, and in September rejoined
the MINNESOTA: When detached, he served from August to October, 1914
in the USS PRAIRTE. For one year thereafter he had: duty in the USS
WASHINGTON, which crulsed in the Caribbean, later remaining at Port

Au Prince,‘Haiti.

Detached from the WASHINGION in October, 1915, he wasg assigned
duty in connéchion with fitting out the USS DAHLGHEN, and in January,
1916 asgumed command of the USS DUNCAN. For his services in that
command during World War I, he was awarded the Navy Crogs, and cited
for "distinguished service in the line of hls profession as Commanding
Officer of the UBB DUNCAN, engaged in the important, exacting and
hazardous duty of patrolling the waters infested with enemy submarines
and mines, in escorting and protecting vitally imporfant convoys of
troops and supplies through these waters, and in offenslve and defen-
sive actlon, vigorously and unremittingly prosecuted against all forms

of naval activity."

- . VWhen detached from the DUNCAN in Januvary, 1918, he continued duty
in command of destroyers until December, 1919, successively in the USS
MONAGHAN, USS DRAYTON, and USS WALKER, From December, 1918 until
February, 1922, he served as Communication Officer in the Office of
the Distriet Communication Superintendent, Fourth Naval District,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, A&ftér tragnsiting the¢ Panana Ganal in the
USS BBAIRIE, he had passage to San Dicgo, California, wherc hp assuned
comnand of the UBS PERCIVAL in July, 1922, serving in that comnand.
until dpril, 1925, T

From April, 1926 until November, 1927, he had duty in the Radio”
Division, Bureau of Engineering, Navy Department, Washington, D.C,
Duty in command of the USS BILLINGSLEY, November 19, 1827 until May 1}

1930, was followed by brief duty in command of the USS8 J. FRED TALBOTT,
May 1=July 15, 1930, Reporting in the Office of Naval Intelligence,
Naval Operationss; Navy Department, in August, 1930, he was assgigned
duty as Assistant Naval Attache, Amerlcan Embassy, Paris, Franee, with
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Fdditional eimilar duty at the American Embassy, Madrld,; Bpain, and
at the American Legation; Lisbon, Portugal, serving from September,
1930 until May, 1933.. BReturning to the United States; he' again
reported to- the Office of Naval Intelligence. . -~ ' -~ :

In July, 1933, he was assigned duty as Flrst Lieuteénant and
Damage Control Officer of ‘the USS NORTHAMPTON, flagship of Commander,.
Cruiser Division. 4, Scouting Force, U.S. Fleet. From March 15 to
July 15, 1935, he gerved as Executive Officer of that cruisers. In
August, 1935, he reported for duty in the Navy Department, Enlisted
Personnel Division of the Bureau of Navigation, and during that as- -
signment, which extended to May, 1938, he. had temporary addltional.
duty as a Member of :the Naval Misslon to Brazll, at Bio de dJaneiro. -
In June, 1938, he wag assigned %o duty as Executive Officer of the
USS MARYLAND, After one year, he assumed command of the USS NITRO,
naval transport, serving until July, 1940, when he returned %o the
United Statese - = . . . i R R
° .. Reporting to the Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, he was Head

of the Department of Modern Languages one year; and the next year was
Head of the Départment of Seamanship and Navigation. On June 27,
1942, he assumed command of the battleship MISSISSIPPI, which operated
in the Central and South Paciflic war area. In November, 1942 he was
designated Commander Service Squadron, South Pacific, with the ac..
companying rank of Rear Admiral, For services in that command he was
- awarded the Legion of Merit, and cited "For exceptionally meritorious
conduct ., « .28 Commander Service Squadron, South Paciflc, from Novem-
ber 20, 1942; to February 5, 1944, . . (He) effectively surmounted
the many and difflcult problems of loglstlcs and Fleet Service in this
‘area of intensive combat (making) possible the prompt repalr of Fleeb
damage and the expeditious servieing of Advanced Naval Bases, thereby
contributing to our sustained and increasingly successful offenslve

drive againgt the Japanese. . . oM

. Upon his return to the United States in March, 1944, he had brief
temporary duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, and

" on June 26, 1944 was named President of the Navsl Examining and Re-

tiring Board, Navy Department. He had additional duties as Senior

- Member, Board of Medals and Awards, and President of the Permanent
Uniform Board, Bureau of Naval Personnel, until ‘detached in January,
1945, Later that month he was designated Commander Ngval Forces,
under the Commanding General, Tenth Army Force, in the Ryukyus, and
gerved as.such until August, 19456, S : o

" For Yexceptionally meritorious service" as Commander Naval Forces
- Ryukyus, from January 15, 1940 untll August 29, 1945, he was awarded
the Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit with Combat "V¥,
After- duty as Commander, Battleshlp Division 5, for one month, he re-
turned to the United Statés to temporary duty in the Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Navy Department. In December, 1945, he was ordered to

duty -as Commandant, U.8. Naval Base, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and
served as ‘Acting Commandant of the Fourth Naval District theres on.
temporary additional duty.: On July 3, 1946 he wag relieved of all
active quty, pending retirement on November 1; 1946, : L
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=~ ‘In addition to the. Navy Cross, the Legion of Merit, and Gold

- Btar. in lieu of. a second Legion of Merlt, Vice Admiral Cobb has the

‘ Mexican Service Medal (USS MINNESOTA): the Haitian Campaign Medal

(USS WASHINGTON):; the Viotory Medal, Destroyer Clasp (USS DUNCAN):

the American Defense Bervice Medal, Fleet Clasp: the A51atic-Paclfic

- Campaign Medals the American Campalgn Medal; and the World War II -
Victory Medal, He also was awarded the Leglon of Honor {with
- Diploma), Rank of Officer, by the Government of France, for eerv;ces o
“as Naval Attache at Paria, France.-:_'- R R - .
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