REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS A, CHRISTOPHER, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Thomas Aloysius Christopher was born in Perth Amboy, New Jersey -
on May 24, 1011, son of Thomes A, and Estelle I, (Rankin) Christopher,
both now deceased. He attended high school in Perth Amboy and the Coch-
ran-Bryan preparatory School, Annapolis, Maryland, before entering the.
U, 5. Naval Academy on eppointment from the Third Congressicnal District.
of New Jersey in 1929, He graduated and was commissloned Ensign on June
1, 1933. His date of rank as Rear Admiral is July 1, 1961,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1933, he had two
vears duty in the cruiser MEMPHIS and in June 1935 reported for flight
training at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida and was designated
Naval Aviator on June 12, 1936, ' While he was assigned torseouting Squad=-
ron ELEVEN-S, hils unit was embarked on the USS INDIANAPOLIS and partici=
prated in the Presidential good-will tour to South Ameriecs in the Fall of
1936, In June 1938 he trensferred to the USS LANGLEY for duty with patrol -
Squadron ELEVEN based at San Dlego and participated in operations in Alasks,
Panams. Canal, Puerto Rieco and Norfolk, In July 1939 he was assigned to
Patrol squadron FOUR (redesignated Patrol Squadron TWENTY-TWO); based on
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii,

# In May 1941 he joined patrol Squadron TWENTY-ONR (at pearl Harbor) and
wa.s stationed at the Advanced Base on Midway Island when that island was
attacked by the Japanese on December T, 1941, His wife was living on Ford.
Island that fateful day and as a nurse, joined the many others in ren-

dering aid to the survivors of the attack, Ppatrol Squadron TWENTY-ONE was
deployed to Perth, Australia in March 1942, where, with the remnants of
Patrol Wing TEN evacuated from the Philippines and Patrol Squadron TWENTY-TWO,
1t was reorganized as Patrol Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE .

Between April and September 1942 he was Executive Officer of Headw
quarters Squadron TEN, baged on Perth, Australia, after which he commanded
the seaplane tender CHIIDS, In Cctober 1943 he reported as Operations
Officer on the Staff of Depubty Commander Fleet Air Wing TEN and two months
later became Commanding Officer of Patrol Squedron THIRTY-FOUR. Under his
commend that squadron particlpated in "Black Cat" operations and in search
and rescue missions for the FIFTH Alr Force in the New Quinea and Bismarck
Sea areas, He was awarded the Navy Cross and a Gold Star in lieu of a
Second Navy Cross and cited in part asg follows:

Navy Cross: "For extraordinary heroism as CGommander of a PBY-5 aire
cralt during action against enemy Japanese forces In the Bismarck Sea on
the nights of December 31, 1943 and Jamary 22, 1okl, Qperating in the
vieinlty of strongly defended Japanese bases, Commander Christopher pressed
home close range attacks, flying in at extremely low level and striking
fiercely. Despite adverse weather conditions, enemy aircraft and heavy,
accurate anti-alrcraft fire which dameged his plane on both ocecasions,
he succeeded in inflieting serious damage on two Japanese warships,,,”
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. Gold star in lieu of the Secobd Wavy Cross: '"For extraordivary
heroism as Commander of a Flight of five PBY-Y planes during action
agalnst enemy Japunese forces in the Blsmwarck Sea Area, Janusry 15, 194,
Locating a large, strongly escorted ensmy convoy, Commsader Christopher
pressed home .z masthead stiack at extremely close range, Inflicting ex-
tensive damsge on the enemy vessels, Braving intense heavy and Light -

Cantleaircraft firve, as well as enemy aerial opposition in the vieinity,
he brought his flight in low over the convoy and personally destroyed

. one 6,800 ton merchantman while the remainder of his Flight destroyed
two more. By his bold tacties and daring leadership, he contributed

Immeasurably to the success of the mission and to the ultimate destruce-

tion of vital Japanese shipping In the area,,." :

_ He. was awarded the Alr Medal and ¢old stars in lieu of the Second
and Third Alr Medals for completing missions in the Pacific war area snd
is entitled to the Ribbon for, and a Facsinile of the Presidential Unit
Citation awarded Patrol Sguadron THIRTY -FOUR, “

He was assigned to the Office of the Deputy Chief of Navdl Qpera-
tlons (Alr), Navy Department, where he served in the Aviation Flight
Division from June 1944 until September 1945 when he was ordered to
fitting out duty in the escord carrier PATAU and becmme Executive Officer
upon her commissioning. Detached from that escort earrier in Octcber 197,
he next repcorted as Operstions QFficer at the Naval Air Station, San Diego,
Callfornia, where he remained until July 1950. He then reported to the
Commander Fleet Alr Wings, Pacifie, ab whidbey Island and was assigned
as Officer-in-Charge, Fleet Alr Detachment, Seattlé, wWashington., In
February 1951 he Jjoined the USS PRINCETON in the Far East as Execubive
officer, » : S '

He received a lebter of Commandation with authorization to wear
the (omvendation Ribbon and Combat "v? from the Commander SEVENTY Fleet
"Tor merikoriovs achisvement as the Execubive Officer of the USH FRINCETONW
during the sustained opershional activibiles. of that vessel as Flagship
of Commander Carrier Division PIVE oud Comander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
agpinst the enemy North Koresn and Chinese Commmnist Poreces from June 1
to August 15, 1951." e iz also entitled to the Ribbon for,; and a facsimile
of” the Navy Unit Comendabion swarded the 0SS PRINCETON . ‘

He was Head of the Distribution Detall Section, Aviation Perdomnsl
Division in the Office of the ¢hief of Neval Operations From Jaruery 1952
until July 1954, sfter which he was o student st the Neval War College,

- Newport, Rhode Islsnd. Completing the course there in June 1955, he
-bhen - joined the gtalf of the Supreme Allied Commender, Atlantic and in

‘Novenmber 1957 assumed commsnd of the atbtack ailrcraft carrier ESSEX,

During his command of ESSEX, planes Trom his ship spearheaded the U, S, .

- Peace Force Landings in Beirut; Lebanon, beginning July 15, 1958, 1n

late August the ship was suddenly ordered to the Far Bast and after trane

-8iting the Suew Canal, the ship joined the U, S, SEVENTH Fleet off Formoss,
in September. Relieved there, ESSEX came home by way of Capetown, South
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Africe and arrived in Meyport, Florida, November 17. Under his ccammand
the warship steamed nearly 75,000 miles, or three times around the world
at the Equator, He was relieved at Mayport on November 18, 1958, Frou
the ESSEX he retuyned to ‘the. Navy Depsrtment for e tour of duty in the
Buresu of Neval Personnel as Director, Recruibing Division.

Detached from the Purceu of Naval Personnel on Octcber 6, 1961,
he ascumed the duties of Commander (arrier. Division SEVENTEEN on Novems
ber 6, 1961 in the rank of Rear Admlral. On December 5, 1962 he reported
as Commander Navsl Forces, Marionas, with additlonal duty as CINCPAC
Representative, Marianas-Bonin, In December 1964 be beceme Commandex
Key West Force, with additional duty as Comuander aval Base, Key West,
Florida; Commender Fleet Air, Key West; and Commander Naval Alr Bases,
Key West., He was relieved of the latter duty upon the disestablishment
of that commend of Jamusry 1, 1965, He was Navy Deputy to the Depart-
ment of Defense Manager for Manned Hpace Flight Support Operations, heade
quartered in Norfolk, Virginia tfrom May 1967 until relieved of active duby
pending his retirement, effective August 1, 1968, He was awarded the
Tegion of Merit and cited as follows: '

"Tor exceptionally meritorious service from May 1967 through July
1968 as Comuander Mamed Spacecraft Recovery orce, U, 8, Atlantic )
Fleet...Rear Admirzl Christopher has improved the efficiency of the Force,
enhanced the econory of its opersations, and provided outstanding support
of Menned Spacecraft Flight Opervations, He developed and successfully
implemented more-~effective training procedures, improved recovery hechni-
ques, and a program to employ new classes of ships in recovery opera-~ '
tions, By his exemplary Airection of the successful APOLLO recovery
operations, Rear Admiral Christopber contributed significently to the
mutual understanding and cooperation among the Natioonal Aeronautics
and Space ‘Administretion, the Department of Defense, and the United
States Navy., His evalustion of the Navy's capabilities In suppoxrt of
future recovery operations will be of lasting benefit.. -

Tn sddition to the Wavy Cross with Gold Star, the Leglon of Merit
the Air Medal with two Qold Stars, the. Commendsticn Ribbon, the Presis
dential Unit Citation Ribben, znd the Navy Unit Coritendstion Ribbon,
Rear Admirsel Christopher has the Amerlcan Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Claep; the Americen Cempaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal
with four stars; the World War II Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation
Service Medal; ‘the Natlonal Defense Service Medal with bronze star; the
Korean Service Medal; the United Wations Service Medal and the Arwmed
Forces Expeditionsry Medal (Lebanon), He. also has the Korean Presi-
dential Unit Citation Badge.
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