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CNAVAL HISTORY DIVISION.

REAR ADMTRAL JORW 5. CHRISTIANSEN, UNITED SUNTES NAVY

Jobn fasbye Christiansen wag bhorn 4in Loodon, Fngland, on June 8,
1923, He enlisgted in the U, 5. Hoval Reserve on Felruvary 25, 1940 and
bad "boot" training st the Neval Traioning Station, Forfollk, Virginis.
During the pericd June to September I9MY, he stlended Aviation Macehinist's
Mate Hydraulic Mechanic School at Worfolk, after which he served os &
Mechanic with Patrol Squadvon SRVERTY.-FOUR,. Azsigned In February 1942

1 piadron SEVERTY-FOUR, he served ss Plane Caplain with thet
Bgu n aatil June of that year and the next month joined Headquarters
s uadron,zL&VLN a8 Crew Chief.

‘ ~OﬂdﬁredAto Fr thighr School at the University of Georgls at Athens,
he was a gbudent there from October to December 1oh2, then had £light
fraining at the Naval Alr Stations, Pensacola and Jacksonville, Fiorida,

e was dezigpnated Naval Aviator snd commissioned Ensign in the U, S, faval
“Resgerve on Sepbtember 1, 1943, Advencing progressively dn rank, he asube
seduently attalned that of Pcﬂ‘j(ﬂlif&l} to date from Jung L1971, having

trensgferred fron the Naval ?bSﬁ rve Lo the U, 3. Hevy on November Q, 19573,

. Ater receiving his "Wings" in 19h3 he joined Flghting Sgvadron
STUEEH, based on b elﬂxiluﬁfﬁﬁﬁwg and "for hﬂhLEXﬂcﬂ@.GYDfﬂOTdiﬂﬂfy
achievement. . during opevatlons sgainst enony Japansse forces 1n the
vicindty of the Marisnas Tslands, June 12 and 19, 19ﬁknaﬂ” he was avardaed
the-Distinguished Plying Crose, Be was also avarded CGold Stars in lieuw
of Lthe Second, Thﬂﬂﬁ?mwug]ﬂbhnHn%h?M]&wmnqA Medals for
compléting hhiltj ~Cive wissions fron March 18 to July 6, _Jhu and 1o
entitled to the Ribbon Ffor and s facshiile of the Presidential Unit Citaw

tion awarded the USS LEXINGTON.
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In July 1944 he JﬁLDCd Homber Fighting Squadron STXTEEN, He was
avarded the Alr Madal ! m‘mCLuﬁTJWS(mﬂMFW%@ﬂM¢¢@Jlﬂﬁ(ﬂm?d@ﬁnu
against enemy Torces in the Japsnese Homeland from July 10 Lo 28, 1545
eeo B8nd the Wavy Crosg "for extracrdinary herolsm, . .in sction against
enepy Japauese forces al Homshu, Japan, Juily 18, 19h5..." He was also
awarded a Gold Star in lieu of tﬂe Eighth Alr Medal for completing his
Foirtleth inission over the Japsnese Home Islands,

From Septenber to November 1GL5, he was avsiﬁnﬂd to the Instru-
ment School, Atlanta, Georgis, sfter which e served ag an Insbructor
with Sguadron THOWL st the Naval Auxiliary Aiﬁ bbation, Kingsville,
Texas, Releosed from active duty, he attended Floriés Southern Col-
Jege at Iakelond and Stetson Undversity, Deland,” ¥lorida, recelving
the degree of Bachelor of Laws., 1In 19%0 he was adaitd eﬂ to the Florida
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: Returning ‘to active naval service in February 1951, he reported

as Operabions Officer with IMghter Squadron SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY -TWO,
Tn Jonuary 1953 he became Plight Test Officer in the Office of the
Bureaw of Aeronautlcs Representative; Dallas, Texas, where he remained
unbil June 1955, Completing instruction at the General ILine School,
Monterey, Califormia, in December 1955, he next served as Maintenance
Officer with Experimental Squadron FOUR, From Jamwary to June 1958
he attended the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia, after
which he was attached to Fleet Air, Jscksonville, headguartered at
the Neaval Air Station, Jacksonville, Tlorida, for training.

In October 1658 he assumed command of Fighter Squadron EIEVEN
and after the decommissioning of thatl sguadron in February 1959 re-
ported for training as Prospective Commanding Officer with FMighter
Squadron OHE HUNDRED SEVENTY FOUR, He became Commending Gfficer of
Tighter Squadron THIRTY-TWO, which was deployed to the Mediterranean,
end in October 1961 was detached for duty as Assistant for legsl Mate
ters dn the Office of the Deputy Chilef of Haval Cperations (Air),
Nawvy Department, Washington, D. C, From February 1963 tc July 1964 he
was in commznd of Carrvier Air Wing SI¥, which had two Medilterranean
deploymerts on board the USS BNIERPRISE, after which he had instruce
tion at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Islapd. :

He became Commander Ready Atlack Cerrier Adr Wing FOUR in June
1965 and during the period Ausust 1967 to October 1968 commanded the
USS TAPPAHANNCCK (AO-43), which deployed to Western Pacific. In
Noveiber 1968 he assumed command of the USS CONSTELLATION {CvA-6l),
which alsc participated in a Western Pacific cruise, and "for exe-
ceptionally meritorious conduct...as Commanding Officer, USS CON
STETLATION (CVA-6Lt), Commander Task Group 77.7, 77.3 and 71,0 from
Novewber 27, 1968 to January 23, 1969 and September 12, 1969 to January
23, 1970..." he was awarded the ILegion of Merit with Combat "V", He is
also ertitled to the Ribbon for and a facsimile of the Meritoricus
Unit Commendation awarded the USS CORSTELLATION.

From January to October 1970 he headed the Aviation Plans Branch,
Offiece of the Chiefl of Naval Operations, Navy Department, after which
he served as Deputy Director of the National Military Command Center,
J-3, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, D. ¢. He was awarded = Gold
Star in ldeu of the Sescond Legion of Merit for .. .his analytical
evaluation of the operaticnal information and assessment of politico-
military situations (which) greatly evhanced the capability of the
National Command Authorities in their planning and execution of actions

concerning vital national and internaticnal matiers..."

He assumed command of Carvier Division SEVEN: in February 1972
and "for excepticnally meritorious econduct...froo June 1972 to TFeh-
ruary 1973 during intensive combat operations in Sdutheast Asia as
Commander Carrvier Division SEVEN, Commander Task Groups 77.6 and

.
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77.8 and for designated periods as Commender Tdsk Group 77.0..." he
was avarded a Gold Stsr in lieuw of the Third Legion of Merit. The
citation Turther states in part:

"As Yankee Stabion Commander during the most critical eight months
of the long Vietnam conflict, Rear Admiral Christiensen demonstrated a
complete depth of aerial strike warfare knowledge and s thorough com-
prebension of the camplicated Southeast Asiz rules of engapement while
providing superb direction to the record number of ships and e aircraft

comprising Task Force T7..."

Tn April 1973 he reported as Director of the Aviation Plans and
Requirements Divieion, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy
Department and in November of that year became Assistant Deputy Chief
of Meval Operations (Air Werfare),

in addition to the Navy Cross, the Legion of Merit with two Gold
Stars and Combat "V, the Dlhtlnﬁulshhd Flying Crosg, the Air Medal
with seven Gold Stars, the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, and the
Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Christiansen has
Lhe Good Conduct Medsl (for enlisted service); China Service Medal;
American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asizlic-Paci-
fic Campaign Medal; Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Campalgn Medal;
World Wax II Vicuocy M@dql; Navy Cccupation Service Medal; Halional
Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Armed Forces Expeditionary
Mcdnl; Vietnom Service Medal with six sters; Philippine Defense Rib-
bon; Philippine Liberation Ribhon and the Philippine Independence
Ribbon. He slso has the Nstionsl Order of Vietnam {#ifth Class)
Cross with Palm from the Republic of Vietnan; Republic of Vietnam
Armed Forees Meritorious Unit Citation (uﬂllan try Cross) and the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device.

Navy Office of Information
Biographies Branch (01-0111.)
2 January 197k






