CAPTAIN ARNOID R, CHRISTIANSEN, UNITED STATES NAVY

_ Arnold Robert Christiansen was born in Oslo, Norway;:bn June 30
1920, son of Amund and Hildur L, (Stolpestad) ChriﬁtianééthiHe-atteﬁQg@
Arlington (Massachuselts) High Sehool and on Msy 11, 1939 was ‘appointed
Cadet Engineer Offiger by the U, §, Maritime Commission, ' He ‘was graduated
(first in his olass) from the Massachusetts Fautical School on April 2, -
1940, and from that time until April 1941 was employed as an Engineer on
tankers operated by the Sun 0il Company of Pemnsylvanis, Commissioned
Bnsign in the U, 5, Naval Reserve on December 9, 19k, he .subsequently
advanced in rank to that of Captain, to date from July-1, 1960, having
transferred from the Naval Reserve to the Regular Navy on November 29,

Reporting for active duty in April 19k, he assisted in Fitting ouk:
the USS CANARY in the Pirst Naval Digtrict, and in June 1ghl transferred”
%o the W, A, Robinson Company; Ipswich, Connecticut For duty in eeonnection
with the conversion of the USS ALCHIBA, He had engineering duties on
board that vessel from her commissioning, June 15, 19kl until July 1943,
While attached to that atteck cargo ship; he participated in the initial
invasion .and supply of Guadalcanal, - During that ecampaign the ALCHTRA =
was sunk by, torpedoes, gShe was later salvaged; repaired and returned

bo servite, s reecived the Navy Commendation Medsl, The citation
follows in part: "For meritorious devotion to duty under adverse condi=
tions as Assistant Engineering officer of & cargo ship which was bhadly.
damaged by two enemy atlacks near Guadalcanal Island, on November 28 and
December 7, 1942,.," He is also entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsis
mile of the Presidenmtial Unit Citatlon awarded the USS ALCHIBA,

“After imstruction in submarines at the Submarine School, New Lons
don, (ommecticut, he had duty from Jenuary to September 194l as Execus
tive Officer and Navigator of the USS R-9., Continuing service afloat,
he joined the USS R-18 as Executive Officer and Navigator and in Deccm-
ber 194k transferred, in a-similar capscity, to the USS R=7. During the
period April to. June 1945 he had duty in connection with relief crews,
while attached to Submarine Division THREE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO, after -
which he served as Engineering Officer on board the USS PIPER {S5-409),
That submarine participated in operations with the THIRD Fleet against -

. the Japanese homeland and in submarine war.patrols in the Pacific, '

Detached from the PIPER in December 1gh5, after occupation: duty,
he joined the USs HERAID OF THE MORNING as Executive Officer.  Detached
Trom that transport in April 1946, he then became Civil Readjustment.
Officer in the First Naval District, with headquarters in Boston, Massas
chusetts. In December 1946 he again reported on board the USS PIPER
and was Executive Officer and Navigator of that submarine umtil April .
1948, when he was assigned as Assistant Reserve Coordinator and -
Assistant Operations Officer on the Staff of Commander Submerine Foree; -
Atlantic Fleet, : :
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From January_l950 to June 1951 he was a student at Cornell Univers o
sity, Ithica, New York, after which he commanded the USS SPIKEFISH, In . o
October 1952, he assumed commznd of the USS TIRANTE and in Pecember 1953 : b
was detached for duty as the Bureau of ships Project Officer in the Office
of Naval Research Branch Office, New York, New York., He remained there
until May 1956, when he Jjoined the Staff of Commander Submarine Squadron
TEN as Operations and Gunnery Officer., In July 1957 he became Commander
Submarine Division BIGHTY<TWO, R .

He attended the Naval Warfare course at the Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island, from August 1958 to June 1959, than had duty as
Anti-gubmarine Warfare Planning Officer in the 0ffice of the Anti=Sub-
marine Warfare Readiness Executive, Office of the Chief of Naval QOperzw
tion, Navy Department, Washingbon, D, 'C, In September 1960 he reported .
ag Asgigtant Chief of Staff for Plans and Qperations to the Commander .
Submarine Force, Atlantic Fleet and in September 1962 assumed command
of the USS HOWARD W. GILMORE. Detached from that submarine tender in
Auguet 1963, he next had instruction at the National War College, Washings
ton, D, C., and in June 196h assumed command of Submarine Squadron EIGHT,
In August 1965 he became Chiel of Staff and Aide to Deputy Commander; Sub-
marine Force, Atlantic, and iIn June 1966 transferred in a similar capacity
to submarine Flotilla TWO, "For meritorious service from August 2, 1965
to July 10, 1967 as Chief of staff to the Deputy Commander Submarlne
Force, United States Atlantic Fleet and Commander Submarine Flotilla
TW0,.." he was awarded a Cold Star in lieu of the Second Navy Commendation e
Medal. The citation further states in part: '

"During this period, with the Submarine Forece faced with wipre=
cedented combinations of logistie challenges, technical demands, tre=
mondous growth and a rapidly growing tempo of forece operations; Captain
Christiansen demonstrated dynamic leadership and outstanding professional
competence in gulding the progress of this increasingly complex and technie
cally diverse force to an enviable level of excellence. He supervised
the great volume of details involved with the merging of Deputy Commander
Submarine Force, United States Atlantic Fleet and Commander Submarine
Flotilla TWO staffs, and later supervised the disestablishment of Depubty
Comander Submarine Force, United States Atlantic Fleet., As Chief of
Staff o the senlor officer in the New London complex, Captain Christiansen.
exercised outstanding tact and diplomaey in escorting and co-hosting
many foreign dignitaries, govermment officials, and highwranking military
officers during visits to the area..."

In addition to the Newvy (Commendation Medal with Gold star and the
Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Captain Christiansen has the Ameri-
can Defense Service Medal with Bronze "A'j European-African-Middie
EFastern Campaign Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiaticepacific Cams
paign Medal with three operation stars; World War TI Vietory Medalj
Wavy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Claspi and the National Defense
Service Medal with bronze star. He also has the Submarine Combat

Tnsignia,
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Prior to entering active naval service, Captain Christilansen held
licenses issued by the Bureau of Merine Inspection and Navigation as
Third Assistant Engineer (Steam), Unlimited and Third Assistant Engineer

(Diesel), Unlimited.
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