o CAPRATN VAIDEMAN NICHLOUS CHRISTENSEN .
5 UNTTED STATES. NAVY |

Waldeman Nichlous Chrlstensen was born at English Lake, Indiana, :
on February 16, 1904 gon of Christian and .inm Lund Christensen, both-
natlves of Denmark, new deceaged., IHe was graduated from North Judson*
Indiana, High School in 1921 and entered the U.S3, Naval acadewy,
Annapolls, Maryland from his native state on June 25; 1921, Graduated
and commissioned Englgn. on Juno L, 1925; he subsequently attained the:
rank of Captain to date from July 20 1943, :

’ﬂ Durlng the two years folloWIng graduatlon from the Naval &cndemy
he served in the battleship’ PENNSYLVANTA and the destroyer MACDONQUGH,
both operatlng off the Weat Coast. . The years 1927-1929 were spent on
lSl&th ‘Station in the dostroyers PAUL JONES and WILLIAM B, PRESTON, :
@nd partlcipated in operatlons on the Yangtze River in 1927. In Januv
ary 1930 he entered the submarlne gervice, After completing the coursc
at the Submarlne School ‘New London, Connectlcut he joined the US3S3

8- 28 a Unlt of Submarlne Force, Pearl Harbor, T.H., and gerved aboard

untll early summer of 1932

Upon his return to the United States he had postgraduate 1nstrucnk
tlon in. Marlne Englneerlng at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Mary=
Jand, and ‘the University of California at Berkeley, receiving the ‘
Master of Sclence degree from the latter in June 1934, In July of that
year ‘he again reported for duty with the Asiatic Fleet, and after duty
aboard. the USS=39 of SBubmarine Division 10 for a year, he aszsumed com-
'mand of ‘the USS 8-36, also operating with that Division.

L’ In 1937 he was ordercd back to the United States for a tour of
duty untll 1939 as Assistant Inspector of Machinery at the Electric

Boat Oompany, Groton, Connecticut, During the next three years he was
in command of the USS CACHALOT, being present at Pearl Harbor when the
Japanesu attacked the Iglands on December 7, 1941. Under his commanq,
the CACHALOT patrolled waters of the Southwest Pacific until April
1942 when he was relieved for duty as Submarine Member of the Board of‘

Lnspectlon and Survey, Wﬁshlnvton D. C.

In command of Submarine Division 72 (194) 1944) with headquarters
1n Bermuda, and Submarine Division 71 and Submarine Sguadron 7 (1944w.
1945), operating in the Atlantic, he also administered and operated
various allied submarines plus a squadron of Tbalian submarines which
had joined forces until the Allies after the Italian \rmistice. He
roceived a Letter of Commendatlon, with authorlzat1on to wear the Come-
sendation Ribbon for "meritorious service" while in cormand of "Sub-
marine Squadron 7....from November 1944 until lugust 1045, "
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In October 1945 he. left the submarine scrvice and assumed com=-

mand of the USS LAVACA (APA 180), and for a year was engaged 1n re-
‘turning units of the armed services from the Orient to the United

;States.
"ton, D, C., in October 1946, he had two years' duty in that Bureau

Reporting to the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, Washing- .

after which he was ordered on October %, 1948 to duty as Commanding
Officer of the U, S. Naval Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, T. H. He
reported in April 1950 to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operation%
Navy Department, and is now under orders to Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Troy, New York, to be Professor of Naval Science in the :
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unilt there,

i In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Captain Christensen has
the Yangtze Service Medal; the American Defensc Service Medal; the
American Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the
guropean—African«Middle Fastern Campaign Medal; and the World War II
Victory Medal. He was also awarded the Order of the Crown, by the

Government of Italy.
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