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LIEUTENANT COMMANDER EMILE CHOURRE
UNITED STATES WAVY, DECEASED

‘ Emile Chourre was born in San Francisco, California, on August 28
1894, son of Pierre and Marianne (Mausegne) Chourrc. He attended Gil-
roy, California, High School, Senta Barbara State College and the Uni-
versity of California before cnrolling in the Naval Reserve Force on
Decenber 14, 1917. Reporting for active duty on January 10, 1918, he
entered the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Naval Aviation Groun
School in March, and was comuissioned Ensign in the Naval Reserve Fly-
ing Corps (Naval Aviator No. 1591) on November 6, 1918. Ie was pro-
moted to Lieutenant (Jg) on February 1, 1920, and Lieutenant on July 1.
1921, and after his transfer to the regular Navy on November 1%, 1921,
attained the rank of Lieutenant Commander, on March 1, 1934, He died
in a plane crash at Scott Field, Illinois, on January 26, 1938,

Following his aviation training and designation as Naval Aviator
in November 1918, he had brief duty at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacols
¥Plorida, and on January 29, 1919, was transferred to the Naval Alr Sta
tion, Coco Solo, Canal Zone, for duty as a seaplane pllot, He served
there until September 1920, and during that period recelved a Letter
of Commandation for lifec saving. After serving briefly at the Naval
Air Station, San Dicgo, Californla, he joined the Naval Aviatlon De~-
tachment, March Field, Riverside, California, and received a Letter of
Commendation for airplane design work accomplished there. - :

He served in the USS AROOSTOOK from May 1, 1921, until June 21,
1923, and for two vears thereafter had succesgsive duty aboard the USS
CANOPUS; at the Naval Air Station, Pearl Harbor; and in the Recelving
Ship, San Francisco, After temporary duty with the Scoutlng Flect, he
reported for engineering instruction at the Naval Postgraduate School,
Annapolis, continuing the course at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, from which he was graduated with the degree of
Master of Science in Asronautical Engineering in 1927.

On November 7, 1927, aftor temporary duty under instruction at
various places including McCook Fiesid, Dayton, Ohio, and the Navy Yard
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he reportcd to Fighting Squadron 6B, of
Airvcraft Squadrons, Battle Fleet., He continued duty with that squad-~’
ron, re-designated Bombing Squadron 2B, until June 14, 1929, Beveral
days later he jolned the USS LANGLEY for a year's service, aftor which
he had a tour of duty, ending June 21, 1933, at the Naval Air Station,

San Diego, California,

While he was Senior Aviator of Observatlon Squadron 1B, aviatlon
unit of the USS ARKANSAS, that vessel won the Battleshlp Aviation Unit
Gunnery Award for 19%%-19%4, That tour preceded duty from June 1,
1934, to June 9, 1936, on the staff of Commander Aircraft, Battle Fore
He next served briefly as Agsisztant Inegpector of Naval Alreraft at
San Diego, California, assuming the dutics of Inspector on July 10,
1936, and continuing asg such until his death on January 26, 1938.




" Lt. Cdr. Emile Chourre, USN, Deceased Pago 2

An alrerafi repair and supply ehip, the USS CHOURRE, wag nancd
~to honor him, Hig daughter, Mrs, Bdward A. Fordc, Jr., of 22 Chauncy
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, esponsorcd the vessel, launched at
the Bethlechem-Fairfield Shipyarde Corporation, Baltimore, Maryland,

on May 22, 1944, and commlssioned oh December 7, 1944, :

Lisutenant Commanderichourre'had the World War I Victory Medal
for service in the United States Naval Reserve Force in 1918,
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