'CAPTATN JOHN L. CHITTENDEN, U, S. NAVY, RETIRED .

John Legter Chittenden wns born in Massena, New York, on January 3, 1911,
son of lester A. ond Jesgic Roed Chittenden, both now deceased. He was
graduated from Misscena High School and entered the U. S. Naval Academy on June
14, 1928, on appointment from Now York. As a Midshipman he was Captain of the
Varsity Basketball Team. Graduated with tho degroe of Bachelor of Scionce on
June 2, 1932, he woe cormissioned Ensign in the U. S, Navy from that date, and
by subsequent advancenont attoined the rank of Captain, to date from January 1,
1951, On July 1, 1 62 he wag transferred td the Ketired List of she davy,l‘.'

After graduatlon from the Naval Academy in June 193 he was assigned to
the USS COIORADO, in which he sorved as o jundor officor 1n gunnery, colmunicn=
tiong and engineoring on board that battleship until May 1934. He also gerved
as Basketball Coach while aboard the COLORADO, then a unit of Battleship Divie
slon 4, Battlo Force. He next served for seven months ag Communication YWatch
Officer on the Staff of the Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet, in the USS PENN-
SYLVANIA, snd later the USS NEW MEXICO, flngshlps.

.~ From February 1935 wntil May 1936 he . was o student vanl ﬂylotor at the ,
Naval Mr Station, Pensacoln, Flerida, boing designated Faval dAviator on May l ,
1936 He was dotached with orders to the Aviation Unit of the USS QUINCY,. and
as a pilot.on board that cruiser made the South Aneriean Good Will Tour bofore
hie detachuent in June 1939, He next reported to Patrol Squadron 25 (later 23)
based at Pearl Horbor, T. H., and was sorving as Miterial, Navigatér ond Flight-
Cfficer of that Squadron when the Japancse bombod Poarl Harbor on Decenber 7,

1941

Detached from Patrol Squadren 25 in April 1942 he reported in May as

" Bxecutive Officer of Patrol Squadron 62, operating in the fleutian Islands
drea, and from October of that yoar until June 1943 was Cormonding Officer of
Patrol Squadron 43, also operating in the Aleutiansg. He was awarded tho Air
Modal “For meritorious achioveucnt while participating in acrial flight as
Patrol Plano Commander in Syuadron SIXTY-TUO and later as Commander of Fatrol
.Squadron FORTY-THREE in combat againet enenyy Japaneso forces in the Aloution
Oampalgn fron July 1942 to June 1943..." The cltqtlon further states:

"Terminating o long and hﬁzardous night patrol flight on fugust 7, Tieu-
tonant Commander Chittenden courageously launched a lone dive-bombing attack
against. enemy installations, in Kiske Harbor, completing his assigned nmission
despite the fact that his craft was heavily iced. Hig prort skill and heroic
devotion to duty throughout mmerous scarch and patrol missions deep into hog-~
“tile territory, executed both day and night in the face of the severest Alage
kan winter woather; contributed greatly to the success of our operations in

this vital war arsa.“

‘Ho returnod-to the United States and from July 1943 until October 1944
wns Commanding Officer of the Naval Ausxiliary Air Station, Rodd Field, CGorpus
Chrigti, Texas. During the next five months he was a student at the Arny—Navy
Staff College, spending one month each at Orlando, Florida; Ft. Leavenworth,
Fonsas; and Nowport, Rhode Island; and two months in Washington, D. C. From
April to Junc 1945 he served as Chle 8tuff OfflCOT and Operations Offlcor to
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Commander Fleet liir Ying 15, basced at Port Lyautey, Fronch Moroceco, and during
the latter months of the wnr and until Docember 1946 gerved on the Staff of
Comander Flcet Air Wing ONE, In tho latter assignment he had sdvén ronths!
‘duty ag Officor in Chorge of tho Iandolane Detachment at Okinawa, and for tho
last eloven imonthis wes Oporations Officer at Hcadquarters in Chlna, Japan and

Oking: Wt

For meritomous achioverent as a Task Unit. Comm,ndcr of Fleet Air Wing
ONE during oporctions against enciyy J: apanese forces in the Ryukyu Islandg Area:
from June 26 to October 15, 1945..." he was awarded. the Bronze Star Medol with
‘Conmbat "W." The eitation contlnuos. Foeced with. oxtromel‘pdlfficult adiinis—
trative and operational probleng arising from inadeguate facilitics ot a newly
capturcd basc, Commander Chititonden resourcefully administered his comniand, ‘
sldllfully directing the activitios of the search, photographic and torpedo
squadrons assignoed hiir and enaobling then to attain an outstanding record in
OpOT”thnS qgaLnst the enoliy. By his thorough advence preporations on two og~
eaiong, he saved the airecraft of hls command from suffering severe typhoon

dmage. L

- Upon his return to the United States in Decomber 1946 he was ordered to
the Bureau of Jeronautics, Navy Departmont, where he served from February 1947
until February 1950 as Hood of the Maintenance Branch, Mrinbenance Division.

A month lator he reported to the USS ROOSEVELT (cva¢4?> in vhich he served for
two months as Operations Officer and cleven ionths ag F‘xecutlvo Officer. In
Aprdl 1951 he assuried cormand of the Naval Auxiliary AMr Station, Sanford, FPlor-
ida, and after detachment in July 1953 was ordered to the Naval “ar College, -

' Newpor“b Rhode Island, whore he was a student for the 1953--195/ year

He next sorved on the Staff of‘ the Commander in Chief, Allied Forces
Moditerranean, and on October 4, 1956, was ordered to sea as Conmanding. bff;u_c;or
of the USS PRIHCETON (CVS-37). Under orders of Deccuber 5, 1957, he becams

 Assigtont Oporations, Troining and Plans Officer on the Staff of Cormander

Navel Air Force, Pacific, lator scrving as Chief of Staff and Aids. On Janu-
ary 21, 1960, he was transforred to duty as Chief of Staff and Alde to Gome
mander Carrier Division ONE. 'Reporting In Octobar 1961 fo the Surecu of Naval
Fersennel, Navy Uspuriment; ne was essigned duty as Birector, Naval Council of
Porsonne! Bocrd Navy Jcparmmf. ‘and remained there until retired, July 1, 1962,

" In addition to the Bronzoe Star Modal with Combat '"W" and th\, Alr Medal,
Captain Chitteriden has the jmorican Defense Scrvice Modal with ctars &amtxcu
Pacific Campaign Mednl with four gtars; the Amoricdn Campnign Medal; the Furo-
pecn-African-Middle Bogtorn Campaign Modal; Woprld Wer II Vietory Mednl; Navy
Oceupation Service Medal, fAsla Clagp; and the National Defense Service _Madftl

. He is a member of the Benevolent Protoetive Order
of Blks; his athletic pursuits are golf, fishing and baskotball.
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