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- 8erve, serving gs.Second Lieutenant in the Medical Serviee Corps.

~from Jamary 1, to June 9, 1951.,."

MAVAL BiSTORY

REAR ADMIRAL JOHN H. CHEFFEY, MEDICAL CORPS,
UNITED'_STA‘IESNAV}_’., DECEASED - -

e

John Howard Gheffey was born 1n,"mithfield Ohlo, on Octdber 17,
1916, son of Windsor H. end Zana M. {Galbraith) Cheffey, both now dea
ceased, - He attended the Univer81ty of Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania), from -
which he received ‘the degree of Bachelor of Science 1n 1936, While = -

7therey he was & mewber of ‘the Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit and -
* Hpon graduatlon was comm1551oned Second Lieutenant in the Coast Artlilery

Corps, U, S, Army Reserve, . He.comtinued duty in the U, S, Army Re- = .
.‘EI}. .
1942 he recelved the degree of Doctor of Medicine from Jefferson Medi-
cal. College, Phlladelohla, Pennsylvania, and on June 15, that yesar was -
cormissioned Acting Assistdnt Surgeon, with the rank .of Lieutanant

{ junior grade), in the U, 5, Navy. He subsequenﬁly'advanced_ln rank -
to. that of Rear Admlral to date from August 1, 1968, ' .

After rece:v1no hlS conmission in l9h2 he interned at the Norfolk _
Neval Hospital, Portsmouth, Virginia, until June 1943, then had duty

- on the Staff there until Augusﬁ of that year, He wag next assigned as

Medical Officer at the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Peary, -
Wllllamsburg, Vlrginiay and in December 1943 reported for duty in con-

" nection with the conversion of the USS GENERAL H, W. BUTHER (AP 113)
-at the Maryland Dry Dock Compary, Baltimore, He joined that uran5porb

as Junior Medical Officer upon her commissioning, Jamuary 11, 19kl
That vessel supported wartime operations by transporting troops Lo and

from the EuroPean and Paclfic War areas,

_ Detached from the H, W. BUTNER in 0ctdber 19&5, he was next a Re-
sident, Surgery, at the Naval Hospital, Bainbridge, Meryland, and in-

- April. 1946 was assigned to the Staff at the Naval Hospital, Portsmoubh,

Virginia. He was a Resldent, Orthopediec Surgery, at the Naval HosPitaly

A-Chelsea Massachusetts, from September 1946 to January 1948, after which

he had 1nstruct10n in Children'’s Orthopediecs at the Alfred I, DuPont
Institute, Wilmington, Delaware. In Janusry 1949 he joined the Staff

‘at the Naval Bospital, Bethesda, Maryland, and in July 1950 became Of-

flcer in Charge of "E" Company, FIRST Medical Battalion FIRST Marine .
Division, Fleet Marine Force, Ie was awarded the Navy Commendstion
Medal with Combat "V," for "excellent service,,.whlle serving with a

Marine medical baﬁtalion during operations against the enemy in Korea
He is also entitled to the Ribbon

for, and a. facsimile of the Presidential Unit Citation awarded the FIRST

{AMaalne Alrcrafi Wing, Reinforced.
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In June 1951 he reported as Chief of Orthopedic Surgery at the
Naval Hospital, Key West, Florida, and.in November 1953 transferred
to the Naval Hospital, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Mary- -
land, where he served as Assistant Chief and Chilef of Orthopedics un- s
til March 1956. TFollowing an assignment, which extended to July 1958, @
as Chief of Orthopedic Service at the U, 8, Naval Hospital, Yokosuka,

Japan, he returned to the Naval Hospital, National Naval Medical Center, }',i;‘f

Bethesda, where he had similar duty, Between July 196k and Avgust 1966 -
he was Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sugery for Persommel .

Control and Plamning, Navy Department,

Washington, D, C,, interspersed .~ .

with service from Janusry 1965 to January 1966 as s Member of the.SecreﬁaKy;:-;ﬁ

of the Navy's Task Force on Personnel Retention, Nevy Department.
his responsibilities were medical care in connection with habitability .
afloat and living conditions ashore, In August 1966 he became Assistant
for Personnel to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and
Medical}, Washington, D, C., and in that capacity also had duby with . -
the Administration of the Armed Forces Physleians Appointment and Re-
sidency Consideration Program (Berry Plan). He was awarded the Leglon
of Merit and clited as followss S : : :

"For exceptionally meritorious service from July 196k to July 1967

while serving successively in the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, on
the Secretary of the Navy's Retention Task ¥orce, and in the (Office -of
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Medleal), - In~
all three of these assignments; Captain Cheffey demonstrated exceptional
dedlcation, sound judgment, and a thorough knowledge of the naval ser-
vice, all of which served to attest his performance of duty ag being
truly outstanding in every respect, In addition to his significant
contribution toward providing poliecies and economies during the pericd -
of Medical Department build-up for the Vietnam confllet, he has con-
tributed greatly to the complex and vastly dmportant deliberations
and reports of the Secretary of the Navy's Retention Task Foree, and
has been of inestimable value in the formulstion ‘and implementation of
personnel policies in the Office of the Deputy Assistant Seeretary of
Defense (Health and Medical),,," . L Co

. In August 1967 he assumed command of the Naval Hospital, Newport,
Rhode Island and in February 1969 became Commanding Officer of the Naval
Hospital, Great Lakes, Tllinois, with additional duty as Distriet Medical
Officer of the Ninth Naval District and Commanding Officer of the Naval
Hospital Corps School, Great Lakes. He died at his quarters at Great-
lakes, Illinois, on May 17, 1970. - - ‘

: In addition to the Legion of Merit, the Navy Commendation Medal

with Combat "V," and the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Rear Ad- .
miral Cheffey bad the American Campaign Medal; Furopean-African-Middle
Fastern Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacifie Campaign Medalj World Wear IT ‘

As such,
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Vietory Medali National Defense Service Medal with bronze starjy Korean
Service Medel and the United Natlons Service Medal. He also has the
Korean Presidential Unit Citation Badge.

Dr. Cheffey was a mewber of the American Medical Association and s
Fellow, American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons., In 1952 he wos cerid=
Tied as an Orthopedic Surgeon by the American Board of Orbhopedic Surgery.

Navy Office of Information
" Inbernal Relations Division (0T-%30)
26 May 1970






