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VICE ADMIRAL PIERRE N. CHARBONNET, JR., USN
CHIEF OF NAVAL RESERVE

Pierre Numa Charbonnet, Jr. was born in San Francisco on December 22,
1919, the son of Dr. Pierre N. Charbonnet of New Orleans, and Blanche Rogers
charbonnet of Tulsa, Oklahoma (both deceased).  He attended Cascia Hall,
Tulsa, and the Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Conn., prior to entering the
U. S. Naval Academy on appointment from the State of Oklahoma in 1937.

He was commissioned ensign on February 7, 1941, and subsequently advanced
in rank, attaining the grade of Vice Admiral on August 23, 1974.

He was serving in the heavy cruiser USS AUGUSTA when the United States
entered World War II, and upon transfer to the Pacific Theater, served in
the cruiser USS NEW ORLEANS, participating in sea actions in support of
the Guadalcanal Campaign. - SR T e e

After completing Flight training'in‘Pen§apdia,-he was designated
a Naval Aviator on March 4, 1944, and proceeded to Naval Air Station,
Melbourne, Fla. for operational:training'in_fighter:air¢raft.\- '

“Admiral. Charbonnet joined Fighter Squadron 24 in July 1944 and
assumed command of that squadron and Air Group. 24 in April 1945 on
USS SANTEE when the Air Group Commander was lost jn combat. Under his
command, Carrier Ait Group 24 received the Presidential Unit Citation,
“and he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with €old Star in lieu:
of a second, and the Air Medal with six Gold Stars.

. Returning to the United States, he was assigned to Fleet Afr West
Coast until November 1945; he then served with Fighter Bomber Squadron 17
as Executive Officer. In May 1946, he assumed command of Fighter Bomber

~Squadron 82, later redesignated Fighter Squadron 172, operating from

USS RANDOLPH with the Sixth Fleet. From March 1948 to January 1951,

he was attached to Naval Air Station, Pensacola, as Personnel Officer,
 Administrative Officer and Officer-in-Charge of the Flight Instructors
 School. In March 1951, he joined Air Development Squadren THREE, where

- he served as Executive Officer and Project Pilot for development of .
fighter and attack tactics for carrier aircraft until February 1953.

- The veteran aviator was ordered to the Naval Air Test Center,

Patuxent River, Md., completed test pilot training in 1953, and served
in the Tactical and Flight Test Divisions, where he directed tactical
and engineering flight testing for carrier aircraft. In May 1955, he
assumed command of Attack Carrier Air Group EIGHT in USS INTREPID and
deployed with the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea.

In 1957, he served as Air Group Training Officer on the staff of
Commander Naval Air Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet, and in 1958 reported
as Executive Officer <in USS FORRESTAL. In July 1959, he entered the
National War College, Washington, D.C., and then assumed duties as
 Head, Aviation Requirements Planning, Office of the Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations for Air. ' '




VADM PIERRE N, CHARBONNET., JR., USN

From September 1962 to August 1963, Admiral Charbonnet commanded
the fleet oilers USS MARIAS and USS PAWCATUCK. Under his command the
former was the recipient of the Battle Efficiency Award for the Atlantic
Fleet. Following participation in the Advanced Management Program at
- Harvard University, he reported in February 1964 as Commanding 0ff1cer,
USS CORAL SEA, operat1ng with the Pac1f1c Fleet.

‘ Departing CORAL SEA in February 1965 he reported as Chief of Staff
and Aide to Commander Carrier Division SEVEN and Commander Attack Carrier

“Striking Force, Seventh Fleet, on deployment to Vietnam in USS MIDWAY

for combat operations from March through October 1965. For performance

“of duties, he was awarded the Leg10n of Merit for "except1ona1]y

meritorious conduct” wh1]e engaged in coordination of all carr1er

combat air operations in North and .South Vletnam. ‘

Admiral Charbonnet assumed dutles as Commandant EIGHTH Naval D1str1ct
in New Orleans on November 30, 1965, his first ass1gnment as a flag officer
and for wh1ch he was awarded h1s second Leg1on of Merit in May 1968.

- On May 24, 1968 he re11eved Commander Carrier Division SIX while
embarked in USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT and served as Commander Carrier

Striking Force SIXTH. Fleet from January to August 1969, with his staff
" embarked in the carriers SHANGRI LA FORRESTAL and JOHN F. KENNEDY.

- In September 1969 he reported to the Chief of Naval Operations
and was assigned dut1es as Director, Fieet Operations Division and Director
Naval Reconnaisance Center. For mer1tor10us performance of duty, he was
awarded his th1rd Leg1on of Merit in March 1971.

- On Aprll 3, 1971, Adm1ra1 Charbonnet relieved Commander Fleet Air
Mediterranean/Commander Anti-Submarine Warfare Force, Sixth Fleet/
Commander Maritime Air Mediterranean. He assumed duty as Chief of Naval

“Reserve, with headquarters in New Orleans, in August 1974,

T July 1975






