CAPTAIN ROBERT A. CHANﬁLER, UNITED STATES NAVY

Robert Alexander Chandler was born in Mayesville, South
carolina, on December 1%, 1912, son of Mrs. Jesse (wallace)
Chandler H11l and step-son of Captaln K. L, ®ill, USK, Retired.

He nttended Western High,SChool‘and_Devitt‘Prepartory School, both
in Washington, D. C., prior to entering the. U. 8, Naval Acadeny,

Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment from his native state in 1930.
araduated and commlssioned Ensign On May 31, 1934, he gubsequently
id;%nced in yank, abtaining that of Captaln, to date from July 1,
955. v LT : '

Following graduation from the Naval Academy 1n 1934, he Jjolned
the USS TEXAS and in June 1935 reported on board the US3 SANDS, In
June 1938 he transferred to the USS SAMPSON and from June . 1939 until
April 1941 continued duty afloat in the crulser SALT LAKE CITY. He
next had ingtruction in aseronautical englneering at the Postgradu-

ate School, Annapqlis,‘Maryland.

Tn July 1942 he was agsigned to the USS BOGUE for duty in con-
pection with gunnery and aerology and in January 1943 reported as
Aerology Officer on board the USS BUNKER HILL. In that capacity
he saw action during the air attack on Rabaul; the Gilbert Islands
(Tarawa) campaign; the attacks on the Marshall Islands and the
raids on Kavieng and Kurile Island. He is entitled to the Ribbon
for and a facsimile of the Presidential Unlit Citation avarded the
USS BUNKER HILL. In February 1944 he joined %he staff of Commander
North Pacific Force for duty as Aerological and operations Offilcer.

Upop meritorious service as Aerological Officer on the staff
of Commander North Pacific Force from February 1944 to February
1945, .." he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat AT
The citation further states in part: - "Providing accurate fore-
casts and weather data, Commander Chandler rendersd invaluable
assistance to Commander North Pacific Force in the plannling, sups .
port and executlon of sugtained operations against Japanese forces
in the Kurile Islands..."y . _ : B .

He was Officer in Charge of the Aerology Branch in the Bureau.
of Aeronautics, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., from April 1945
antil Avgust 194%7. In that capaclty, be had chanrge of the tests
of & new type weather balloon to seek accurate information in the
stratosphere. The balloon, roleased at the Weather Bureau Experi-
mental Station, College, Park, Maryland, reached an altitude of
9%,000 feet at the ascensional rate of more than 1,200 feet a
minute, which at that time was a record. ‘mpansferred to the . 0ffice
of the Chief of Naval Operatlons, Navy Department, he had duty
there in connection with aeronautical research and development and
in August 1949 became officer in Charge of the Fleet Weather
Central, San Diego, California. N .
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1 Merch 1951 he jolned the staff of the Commander SEVENTH -
Fleet as Fleet Aerologist and in that assignment participated in 3
the hostilities in Korea. He was Operatlons officer and Fleet \\
Asrologist on the gtaff of Commander FTRST Fleet between June and .’
october 1952, after which he served a8 Executive Offilcer of the
Fleet Weather Central, Pearl Harbor, Tepritory of Hawall. in June
195% he became Officer in Charge of that Weather Central.

He was a student at the Naval war College, Newport, Rhode
Tsland, from July 195% until July 19%5, after whieh he remained
for duty on the staff until July 1957. He then yreported as Officer
in Chavge of Aeprology currioula at -the Naval postgraduate School,
Monterey, Callfornia, and in July 1958 weturned tO the Fleet
Weather Central, Pearl Harbor, to serve as Commanding Officer. In
February 1959 he was orderved to duty as Fleot Aerologist on the
staff of the Commander in Chief, U. 84 pacific Fleet, und on Mey 22,
égg%, was transferred to the Bureau of Naval Weapons, Navy Depart-

. In eddition to the Bronze 3tar Medal with Combat "v," and the
presidential Unlt Citation Ribbon, Captain Chandler has the Ameri-
can Defense Service Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the
Asijatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with four engagement starss the
world War II Victory Medals the China gdervice Medal; the Navy
Ooccupation Service Medal; the National Defense Service Medal; the
Korean Service Medal with four stars; and the United Natlons Ser-

vice Medal.
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Captain Chandler's brother, Lileutenant Commander Barron W. ¢
Chandler, USN, Retired, served 1n PT Boabs during the early 4ays .

" of World War II, He was wounded in 2 night engagement against

the Japanese off Corrggidor. Hospitalized, ne was teken & prisoﬂe§“~
of war when Corregidor fell into the hands of the enemy and was :
imprisoned at Bilihid for thwee years. . -
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