ENSIGN RUSSELL FRANKLYN GHAMBERS
7.4, NAVAL RESERVE, DECEASED

Enslgn Chambers, reported missing in action on December 27, 1941,
and under Publioc Law 490, wasd preasumed Dead as of December 28, 1942.
A desftroyer egoort vessel (pE_ggl) oa mamed 1188 CHAMBERS in his honor,

A native of LaHabra, California, born June 10, 1914, Russell
Franklyn Chambers was the son of Mr, and Mrs, R. L. (Nora Clark) Cham-
bers. He attonded Fullerton (California) High School and Juniolr
College, and graduated from.the;University of Chicago in 1938 wlth
the Bachelor of Arts degree. -

He enlisted in the United States Naval Reserve on September 6,
1938, and after completing'preliminary flight training, he was ap-
pointed Aviationlcadet;on”Deoember 20, He had flight training at the
Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, was designated Naval Aviator
on Septemberjsoi:1959,”and Wasvcommissioned Ensign on November 1, 193%9.
Ordered to’active,dqtyﬁin_Patrol'Squadron 21 based at Manlla, Pnil~
ippine Islands,,he'reported-Qn January 10, 1940. On Deceémber 12 of
that year he becams 2 patrol plane commander. Thereafter attached to
patrol Squadron 101, he continued service 1n that area after the

United Stateslentered World War II,

_ ‘Enslgn ‘Chambers was reported missing in action December &7, 1941
in an aerial?engagement with the enemy Japanese over Jolo, Sulu, P.I.
under conditions whilch presuppose death, and ne was posthumously
“gwarded the AlY Medal, the citation in part stating: "For meritorious
achievement while partlcipatling in aerial flight as bombadier of a -
patrol planse in action against enemy Japanese forces, « . By his
gkill and fearlessness under five, (he) eontributed materially to

the severe damage inflicted on a battleship . . . and the successful
attacks on Japanesd naval forces and shore installations on the 1s-
1and of Jolo, Sulu, Philippine Tslands, December 27, 1941, . » He

gallantly gave up his 1life for hls country."

In. addition to the Air Medal, Ensign Chambers was als8o eligible
for the Purple Hear® Medal, the American Defense gervice Medal, the
Asiatic-Paclfio Campaign Medal; and World Wwar II Victory Mecdal.

— - W e

Naval biography
Division of Naval Records & History, Op-28

7 April 1952






