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RFAR ADMIRAL GEORGE M, CHAMBERS T
U. 8. NAVY, RETIRED

o George Mitchell Chambers was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
on January 1%, 1907, son of John ¥, and Clara (L'Huillier) Cham-

~pers. He attended St, John's Military Academy, Delafleld, Wiscon-
‘sin, prior to his appointment to the U, 8, Naval Acadenmy, Annapolis,

_f ijary1and, from his native state in 1926, Graduated and commigsion-
' #d Ensign on June 5, 1930, he subsequently mrogressed in rank, at-
taining that of gaptain, to date from July 1, 1949, having served

:;;n that rank (temporaryj from December 10, 1945 until December 1,
1947, On December 1, 1955 he was transferred to the Retired List
o the U. S, Navy, and was advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on

“the basis of combat awards.

’ Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1930, he jolned
the USS TENNESSEE, and in April 1934 was detached and ordered to
Asiatic Station, for duty in the USS OAHU. He served between 0Oc-
fober 1935 and April 1937 as Engineer 0fficer of the USS WHIPPLE,
gompleting instruction in naval engineering {operating) at the
Postgraduate School, Annapolis, he reported in July 1939 ag Engl-
neer Officer aboard the USS BLUE, and in August 1941 became Execu-
tive Officer of that destroyer. He continued service afloat, May
1942-November 1943, as Engineer 0fficer of the USS RALEIGH,

oy He was assigned to the WNaval Training Station, Newport, Rhode
Tsland, and 1n May 1944 was ordered to duty in connectlon with the
fitting out of the USS HANK, He assumed command of that deatroyer
at the Navy Yard, New York, New York, upon her commissioning, Au-
gust 28, 1944, For outstanding services while commanding the HANK,
he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a Gold Star in lieu of the
Second Bronze Star Medal, each with Combat "V." The citations fol-
Low in order of dste of action:

; Gold Star in lieu of Second Bronze Star Medal - "For meritori-
ous achievement,..during action against enemy Japanese forces in
the Western Pacific War Area from December 20, 1944 to May 15, 1945,
Responeible for organizing and training a new and inexperienced
crew and for developing it into an effective fighting unit, (he)
“led his command in widespread actlonsg against the enemy from ILugzon,
‘ fhe Indo-China Coast and Formosa to Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the Japa-
hese Home Islands, Repeatedly under fierce hostile air attack
tthile operating with a PFast Carrier Task Force, he contributed %o
the destruction of many enemy aircraft, On April 11, whlle on
single ship picket duty, he fought hils ship gallantly against the
gimultaneous attacks of two Japanese sulclde planes and, by his
superb shiphandling in coordination with the aggressive gunnery of
hie crew, destroyed the attacking alrcraft,.."

a Bronze Star Medal- "For mevitorious achievement as Commanding
0fficer of the USS HANK during operations against enemy Japanese

. forces while on radar pleket duty in the Japanese Homeland on Au-.c

 gust 9, 1945, Subjected to enemy suicids plane attacks on four
separate occasions over a period of an hour and a half, (he) coolly
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' directed his gun batteries in fighting off repeated enemy attempts
.. to destroy with bombs and suicide tactics the four-destroyer unit
" of which his ship was a member. By his capable leadership, he ac-

complished his ship's assigﬂed migsion while protecting a partially

ﬂ -¢ripp1ed friendly vessel...

He wes also awarded the.Purple Heart Medal for wounds recelved
in enemy action on May 14, 1945,

Lo Detached from command of the HANK in October 1945, he then

- joined the staff of Commander San Diego Group, NINETEENTH Fleet, In
September 1946 he became Chief Inspector, San Diego Group, and latw
later was assigned to the Long Beach Group, Pacific Reserve Fleet,
Tn August 1948 he reported as Repair Superintendent at the Boston
{Massachusetts) Naval Shipyard, where he remained until August 1951.
ge then reported as Head of the Machinery Design Branch, Bureau of
‘Bhips, Navy Department, Washington, D, C. He was ordered in August
1954 to duty as Superwisor of Shipbuilding and Naval Inspector of
Ordnance, New York, New York, where he remalned untill relieved of
8ll active duty ‘pending his retirement, effective December 1, 1955.

o In addition to the Bronze Star Medalwith.Gold Star and Combat
Yv," and the Purple Heart Medal, Rear Admiral Chambers has the
American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Amerlcan Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal with one silver star and two
. bronze stars (saven engagements) the World War IT Victory Medal;

>I"Athe,Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; the Natlonal Defense

ffSarvice Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with bronze
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