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REAR ADMTIRAL CHARLES J. CATER
7, 3, NAVY, RETIRED

Charles John Cater was bornm in Anniston, Alabama, on August 20,
1600, son of Hanson L, and Mildred (Houser) Cater. He attended Ala-
bama Presbyterian College and. Marion {Alabams) Institute, prlor to
hig appointment to the U. 8. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from

. the Pourth District of his native state In 1918, As a Midshipman he
wag a member of the Rifle Team and participated in clags swimming,
Cradusted :and commiseioned Ensign on June 3, 1922, he subsequently
advanced In rank to that of Captain, to date from June ai, 1942, He
was transferred to the Retired Ilat of the U. S, Navy on November 1,
1952, and advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the bagig of combat

awapdd.

Foliowing gradustlon in Juneé 1922, he remained at the Naval Acad-
emy for duty with the Navy Rifle Team, partlicipating in Septeuber in
the National Rifle Matches st Camp Perry, Ohlo. Ordered to Degtroyer
Squadrong, Atlontic Fleet, he reported 1n November 1922 aboard the

. USS BRUCE, and botween July and December 1922 had instruction in tor-
pedoes at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Igland., Rejoin-

“ing the BRUCE, he served in her untll March 1924, when he transferred
to the USS NOKOMIS, on survey duty. '

‘ Detached from the NOKOMIS in June 1926, he returned to the United
States for submarine training in the US3 CHEWINE, training ship at
the Submarine Base, New London, Connecituct, Completing his ingtruc-
tion in December 1926, he then joined the USS 0-10, operating with
dubmarine Division EIGHT based at Coco Solo, Canal Zone. From July
1928 to May 1929 he attended a course in diescl englusering at the
Postgraduate School, Annapolils, Maryland, and. continued his instruec-
tion at varioug placeg including Pennsylvania State College, where he
recelved the degree of Master of Sclence in 1930,

- In September 1930 he reported aboard the USS 5-19, and a month
later transferred to the USS 5-22, operating with Submarine Division
SEVEN, Submarine Force based at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawali. He
continued to serve in that underseas eraft until August 1931, when he
joined the staff of Commander Submarine Division SEVEN, ag Division
Engineer Officer, He commanded the USS 5-26 from Sert ember 1932 until
January 1933, and following a month's assignment in the USS SEAGULL, -

. pécame Assigtant Naval Inspector and later Acting Ingpector at the
Mlectric Boat Company, Groton, Connectlcut, during o period when radi-
“‘eal changes were being made in the design of submarines. -

In August 1935 he was in chsrge of fitting out the US3 SHARK, the
first all welded, all electric-drive submaerine, bullding at the Elec-
. trie Boat Company, Groton. He agsumed command of the SHARK upon her
»  commissioning, Jonuary 25, 1936, and vhen relieved of that command in
May 1939, reported ag Design Superintendent in the Planning Divigion,
Navy Yard, Mare Island, California, where he took an active part in
;he degign of subnarines the new submarine tenders, such ag the TLS
ULTON, and’' submorine rescue vessels. Retumning to dut) wfloat-dn Junu
1941, he joined “the -USS TUSCALOOSA. as First Liguhanantyggd Domage Con-
trol Crficen and way aboard that vessel omerating on neutralibty patrol
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at Hvalfjord Harbor, Iceland, when the Unlted States entered World
War II, December 8, 1941, From February 1942 until October 1943 he -
served as Aide and Flag Secretary on the staff of the Commander in-

Chief, U. S. Atlantic Fleet, and for "exceptionally meriterious. con-
duct.....(in that capacity) during the period February 3 to Qctober.
1, 1043,...." he wag avarded the Legion of Merit., The citatlon-con-
tinueg 1n part: T S . . L

", ., ..Captain Cater rendered invaluable assiztance in the prepsra-
tion and dissemination of orders and policies relative to the organizs-
tion of the Atlantic Fleet for convoy egcort and anti-stbmarine wars
fare. In addition to alding in the development of a sound doctrine
and the establishment of training facilitles thpoughout the Flaeet,
ne contributed materially to the formulation of. plans for particdipe-
tion of the Atlantic Fleet in the occupation of. Morocco and Sicily."

He next commanded Destroyer Squadron SIXTEEN, with additional
duty 1in command of Destroyer Divigion THIRTY ONE, For outstanding
serviee while .in those. commands, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal,
a Gold Star in Jieu of the Second Legion of Merit, .8 Gold Star. in -
1icu of the Third Leglon-of Merit, and also recelved a Letter of Com-
mendation, with authorization to-wear the Commendation Ripbon, from
the Commander in Chief, ‘U..S8. Atlantic ‘Fleet. The citations follow -

n oparbic oo e e o e e T T e

.. Bronge Star Mgdal: "For meritorious achiovement.....engaged in
convoy- egcort duty-in.the Central-Mgditerpranean on the -night of No-
veiber 6-7, 1943, Whena screening destroyer and two troop-ladén
tranaports were tO?pédoadgby.haavy'enemy*aerialaattack,ﬂCaptain{Qater
‘skillfullyidirected_theh@nﬁuing_rescde‘operations, promptly effectilng
neasures- to avert the lmminent danger . of under-seas attdek and capably
taking charge of salvage efforts and the recovery of durvivors....
Aply -disposing -the ships at his command in dtirdy defense of stricken
and‘immobiliZed.VGSBels,-(he).was,direcﬁly.instrumental-in-the resoue
of several thousand survivor&...... ; T B : SV

- . Gold Star in lleu of Sgcond-Le
meritorious conduct.....1ln ‘action
operations in support of U 1
August 5, 1944, Skillfull
theé time of the Army's brea
through the coastal advance ter .di
- ful ghore bombardments against enemy co tions and installations;
protected Allied coastal shipping laneg ag inet enemy dubmarine and
surface attacks; and supported advanceé mine-sweeping formations en-
gaged in clearing heavily mined approgches to portg oceupied by our
Porces despite repeated hostile aerial attacks,...(He) rendered in- .
valuable agssistance to the Allled armiés in overcoming enemy registance

ter dirested success-

in their advance into northern. Italy.,...

G91&:Star‘iﬁﬁliéﬁfbf Third-Legion of Merit: “For;.y,,outsfanding

8eTV1GeE. 4. pPior to and during the Amphibioug Invasion of Southern

Wrance in Augpst»lgﬁﬂysm@.captain Cater expertly directed numerous
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gunfire support missions and the execution of several daring and
damaging raids against shipping and harbor facilities while engaged
in action against hostile coastal positiong, therevy asslsting the
Allisd ground forces in thelr advance along the coastal areas. DBy
his effective coordination of the offensive efforts of hiz units In
carrying out escort assighmenhts, patrol operations and bombardment
migzsions, he contributed appreclably to thelr successes againgt the
enemy in supporting Alllied operatlons in Southern Frances .oes

Ietter of Commendatlon: ", ....During the period that o Tack Unit
operated in search of a reported enemy gubmarine you cooperated with
and ¢oordinated the actions of a similar search group engaged in the
safe. operation. ~When contact was made with 'the U-boat, you dirscted
available surface units to the sceéne, and, by dn:acecurate estimate of
the situation, ingstituted an effective search which resulted in re- '

_ locating the submerged submarine after the original contact had been
Logt. Upon the submarine's being discovered it was subjected to a
series of deadly attacks as o result of which it wag completely des-
troyed. e, - ‘ . o S - o

In January 1945 he became Assistant Director of the. Officer Por~
formance Division, Bureau of Naval Pergonnel, Navy Department, Wash-
ington, D, C, and served in that capacity for a year, before belng
transferred to the Byreau of Shipa, Navy Department, for brisf duty
during January and February 1946, He next attended the advanced

course in buginess administration at Harvard University, Cambridge,
Maspachusetts, completinghis imstruction in June 1046, |

" He was assigned to the San Francisco Naval Shipyard, where ho
gserved for gix monthe as Pyanning. Officer and later, for twenty-five
moniths as Production opficer. He again Rear Admiral Cater contributed
to the design of submarines; ~He supervised the installation and. tests
_of'one;ofjthe'firsﬁ,SporleSyand'the-conversion of a gubmarine to a
troop carrying type. In Februdry 1949 he reported a8 Industrial Mand-
ger, BEighth Naval District, with headguarters in New Orleans, Toulsi -
ana, He was montioned by the Commandant of the Eighth Naval Disgtrict
as belrng ingtrumental In improving upon the work of the Board of In-
SEGCFiQn,EHQ Survey and effecting noticeable measures to bring about
etonomic .and conservation of material throughout the Eightn Naval Dis~

vict. ‘During this period he was algo instrumental in the completion

f the twenty nine Naval Resgerve Training Centers throughout the Dis-
triet so that they could be used in the trdining of reserve officers,

. He remaineéd in the Eighth Naval Distreict until October 1949, re-

porting the next month as Aseistant Cnhief of the Bureau of ships for

Administration, Navy Departmént.  He wag serving ag such when he was

placed upon the Retired List of the U. 5, Navy on 1 Novenber 1952. At
that time He received the followihg letters from the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of the Bureau of Shipe:

’ / n'Ffom the-Secretary: "Q....During'your gareer you have witneased
‘wmany advancements in the morale, atrength, and efficiency of the Navy.

‘vou hove contributed materially to-the accomplighments of these regults
by your outstanding professional and adminigtrative ability. Your .




© o improv

Rear Adm, C. J. Cater, USN; Ret. Page L

record reflects your excellent contribution in therfialdfﬁijqval
shipyard production and industrial wanagement and indic&tegAthe'tech-
nical,proficiency,-thorqughness, and force you have shown in the ma.ny

important asgignments [in which you have .80 successfully served, ...

From the Chief of the Bureau of Spips: 'Upon the occasion of
your retiroment alter mora than thirty years of continuous active
sepvice in the Navy T desire to express Lo you the apprecintion of
a1l thoge.aggociated with the Bureau of Stips for your noteworthy

contributions to the Navy during these many years of service.

- "After a career at 888 culminating in responsibls,and;dietinguish—
ed service afloat in World War I, you brought to your Epglnrering
Duty eggresgliveness, intelligence, and conglstontly mature Judgnent.
You may look béck with real p@rsonalisatisfaction.on yonr_gonsidernble
paprt in the solution of the many problems that have confionted tne
Bureau and its fleld activities in the past several yeors.

"T am personally-grateful-for the cooperation and sypport you .=«
have given me 1n vour capacity as Agsiatant Chiefl for Administratlon
gince I have occupled the office of Cnief, Bureau of Ships. Your
capabllitieg and undﬁrstgn@iqg-vision'demonstratednin these duties
‘have lmproved the Bupeau's .ability to meet its responsibilities %o
the forces afloat., .~~~ L o

"your intense interest in the‘ménagement'of affaiprs of the Burcau

nasg congtantly led_to”Buﬁéau*impr0vement from the day . you-assuwned
i 7 ! ‘ﬁer_apparent

that_thE]BuraaujrgﬁrsgQﬂtéd*to you ar ‘entlty ‘that. must alwoys be
above criticism and you‘always'vigorouﬂly;~endoread any. management

ement  designed. t0 further this pnd. -As a regult of your en-
couragement of management personnel,'COupledtwith your:willingness to
helpinfekeryAWay;fthe'severml,accompliahmentsenumaraﬁed below all.
bear evidence of your. unselflsh devotion to duty: . .. :

leadeyghips of the Administrative Divisions.. It was

‘Buveaun of Snips Journal.. -
Mathods Improvement Program -
Benefigial Suggestion Program
 gureau of Ships Management Survey
: EmployeeS”Recreadon1qugrﬁm
~ Controlled Correspondence Program
;jMQchinefTabﬁlatingi?ragram '

"The knowledge-that you- have earhed and enjoy the réépeotfof all
your co-workers in the Novy should éver be a source of deep satisfac-
tion to you, . You merit the Navy's 'well done,! and a Host of friends

within the Bureau and throughout the Naval Service wigh for you many
yoars of health, hoppiness, and continued good works.'
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In addition to the Legion of Merit with two Gold Stars and Combat
"V," the Bronze Star Msdsl with Combat "V " and the Commendation Rib-
bon also with "V," Réar Admiral - Cater has the World Wap T Vietory
Medal; the Amorican Défense Bervice ‘Medal with Bronze "A"; the Ameri-
can Campaign-Medal;atheTEuﬁbpeaﬁéﬁfrican-Middle Eagstern Campaign - .
Medal; and the World War II Vietory Medal. He has also been awarded
the Crolx de Guerre from the Government of France.
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