CAPTATN GORDON L. CASBWELL
UNITED STATES NAVY -

Gordon Leonard Caswell wag born in Brockton, Masgachusetts, on
July 6, 1905, sgon of Wallace B. and Bdith G. (Balter) Caswell. He
was graduated from Brockton High Schoosl in 1922 and New York Mili-
tary Academy in 192%, and on July 11 of that year he entered the
U. 8, Maval dcademy, Annapolie, Mavyland, as a Midghipman from
Massachusettes, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign in the
U. &, Yavy on June 2, 1927, and through subsequent promotions at-
tained the ranlz of Captain, hie date of ranl. March 20, 1045,

His first acsignment as a Maval Officer was aboard the battle-
gship USS TEXAS, then flagship of the U. 8. Fleet. He then gerved
with the Agiatic Fleet in the destroyers USS J. D. EDWARDS and U35
BORIE, the river zunboat USS TUTUILIA on the Yangtze River Patrol,
and the destroyer USS TRUXTUN. From 1932 to 1935 he had duty aboard
the USS SALT IAKE CITY, heavy crulser, and for two yearg thersafter
ne was a student at the Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis,

specializing Iin communications.

~In 1938 he served as Communications Officer of the USS LOUIS-
VILLE, and wae aboard when that crulzer wade a four-month 2oodwill
cruive to Australia, Wew Zealand and Tahiti. From 1938 o 1940 he
cerved as Ajde and Flag Lieutenant on the staff of Commander
Cruisger Divieiosn 3, attached to the USS CONCORD, flagehipn, and
later to the Commander of the Newly-formed Atlantic Squadron.

Barly in World War IT period, he reported to the Yavy Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C., and after brief duty in the O0ffice of the
Chief of Naval Operatiens, assumed command of the USS MORRIS in
the Pacific, in which he participated in engagements including
Gilbert and Marshall ZIslands, and New Guinea operations. He war
transferred to command of the USS RADFORD in Sspitember 1944, and
participated in operations in the Phillippines. He was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal with Combat 'V.' The citation followe in part:

"Por meritorious service ar Commanding Officer of the U3S
MORGRIS from December 1943 to Sepntember lgkﬁ; and ar Commanding
Officer of the USS RADFORD from October to December 194%, in opera-
tione againgt enemy Japaneese Forces in the Pacific. Participating
in the Marshall Islande operations, (ne) directed the MORRIS in
neutralizing shore batteries, furnishing our troops with close fire
support, escorting carriers in submarine-infested waters....bs
Commandinz Officer of the RADFORD, (he) performed patrol and eos-
cort duties, covering convoys, asgigned the miszgion of supplying
reinforcements for the invasion of Mindoro..."

. From January to Deceuwber 1945 he served as Communications
Officer on the staff of Commander in Chief, pacific Fleet, and
received a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon for outstanding
service in that canacity. FHe then returned to the United States -
for a tour of duty in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Waval Opera-
tions (Fleet Onmerations Divirion). From January 1948 to August
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1949 he was Assistant U, S. Naval Attache at Geneva, Switzerland,
and while there. served ag American Naval Reprezentative at an
International Conference on Communications. : o

Fe next commanded Destroyer Squadron 12 in the Atlantic
Fleet, and in February 1951 returned to the 0ffice of the Chierl
of Yaval Operations, to serve in the Naval Communications Divi-
sion. On August 23, 1952 he assumed command of the USS BALTIMORE,
continuing as Commanding Officer until April 22, 1953, On May 1,
1953 he relieved the Chief of Staff and Aide to Commander FIRST
Flest, and a week later reported aboard the flagship NEW JERSEY
¢ Chief of Staff and Aide to Commander SEVENTH Fleet, engaged in
- combat operations in Korea. ‘ ,

He wae awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," for "ex-

ceptionally mexitorious conduct’ in that assignment from May 12
to July 27, 1953. The citation states: "Throughout this period,
Captain Caswell discharged his many respongibilities with excep-
tional skill and initiative and wag highly succegsful in coordi-
nating and directing the formulation of fleet plans and policieg..
and renderved invaluable assistance -and contributed immeasurably
to the effective employment of the assigned forceg, thersby in-
suring the infliction of maximum damage on the enemy...'

HEarly in 1954 he wag ordered to veturn to the United States
for duty in the 0ffice of the Secretary of Defense, and in July
1954 wags assigned to the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operationg,
er Communications Advigor. Since October 1, he has been Aggis-.
tant Director of the Naval Communications Divieion.

Tn addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," the
Bronze Star Medal with "V," and the Commendation Ribbon, Ceptain
Caswell has the Yangtze Service Medal; American Defense Service
Medal; the Agiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with five engagement
stars: the American Cawpaign Medal; World War IT Victory. Medal;
Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; China Service Medal;
the Mational Defense Service Medal; Korean Bervice Medal with
one battle star; United Nations Service Medal; and the Philippine
ILiberation Ribbon. He also has the Korean Presidentilal Unit
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