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CAPTATN PAUL CASSARD, U. 8. NAVY, RETIRE

Paul Cassard was born in Prince Frederick, Moryland, on July 30,
1890, son of William Gilbert Cassard and Mps. BEdith (Dowell) Cassard.

He attended public schools in Newport, Rhode Island; Randolph-Mocon

Academy, Front Royal, Virginia, and ConWay Hall, Cariisle, Penngylvania,
bvefore entering the U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from
Maryland on Septembor 28, 1909, Graduated and commissioned Ensign on-
June 6, 1913, he suboequentjy attained the rank of Captain, to date

From Jénuqrv 1, 1941, He was transferred to the Retired List of the
Navy on.October 1, 1oh4k,

" FPollowing graduation firrom the Naval Academy in Jine 1915, he wasg
agslgned to the USS WYOMING, and served in that battleship during the
oceupation of Vera Cruz, Mexico early in 1914, He had torpedo instruc-
tion while serving as a Jjunior officer of the U3s MONTANA in 1915, and
during the next three years served asg Gunnery and Torpedo Officer of .
the USS DUNCAN, operating during most of the World War I period as a
unit of Degtroyer Force based on Queenstown, Ireland. In August 1918

“he was detached to return to the United States.

_ Duty in connection with fitting out the USS MCLANAHAN at the

Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation plant st Sgquantum, Massachusctts,
preceded service aboard as Executive Officer from her commis 31oaing
on April 5, 1919, until August of that year. IHc was serving in that

capacity during the McLANAHAN's crulse to Constantinople and other ports

in thc Near East, while she was engaged in food reliefl work in the

jBlack Sea, For eight monthe thereafter he served as Bxecutive Officer.

of the US5 IBONIDAS, tender for Destroyer IFlotilila 7, Atlantic Ileet.

Ordered to aviation duty in April 1920, he reported in May to the
Naval Ailr Station, Pensacola, Florida, where after being designated
Naval Aviator he remained on duty as an instructor until June 1922, He
gerved from July of that year until October 1924 aos a pilot with Air-
craft Squadrong, Atlantic Fleet (title later changed to Aircraft Squad-
rons, Scouting Fleet). He had brief duty in the Bureau of Aeronsutics,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C., after which he served from December
1924 until Junc of the next year as Executlve Officer of the Naval Adr

Station, Norfolk, Virginia,

After a tour of duty in the Havy Departmeat as a member of the
Board of Inspection and Survey, he served from December 1926 until
October 1029 as the aviation member of the Naval Mission to Brazil, Rio
de Janeiro., He next had duty on the staff of Commander Scouting bleet
attached to the USH WYOMING, flagship, and during the period August
1930 to June 1932, he served as Executlve Officer of the USS WRIGHT,

operating with Carrier Division One, Bcouting Fleet.. '




ﬁcaptain Paul Cassard, USN, Ret. Page .2

'

r .
He then returned to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida,

for duty as Superintendent of Aviation Training. For the "exceptional
record for safe Fiying" made by that station during the period of his
assignment there, he received a Letter of Commendation from the Secro-

tary of the Navy.

Joining the USS ARIZONA in Jude 1935, he served as First Lieuten-
ant and Damage Control Officer until May of the year following. He was
then transferred to the USS WYOMING for duty as Executive Officer,
while she operated with Drill Sduadron. In June 19%7 he returned to
Annapolis, for two years' duty as Executive Officer of the Postgraduate
School. Ie completed the senior course at the Naval War College, New-
port, Rhode: Island, in May 1940, and on June 1 agsumed command of the
USS ARGONNE, - flagship of Commander Base Force, U, 8, Fleet, and Com-
mander Train, Base Force, at Honolulu, T. H. _

Tn February 1941 he was relieved of command of the ARGONNE to
return to the United States, and soon thereafter reported to the Navy
Department, where he served during the poriod immediately preceding
the United States! entry into World War 1T, and until May 1942, in the
0ffice of Naval Intelligence, Naval Operations, While in that asalgn-
ment, in Decomber 1941, Captain Cassard escorted the Honorable Winston
Churchill and his party from the British battleship DUKE OF YORK, 1ying
off the Virginia Capes, to Washington, D. C., for the British Prime
Minister's first conference with President Franklin D. Roogevelt.

After duty during May and June 1942 in conncction with convoys from
1fth Naval District Hoadquarters, Norfolk, Virginia, he reported in
July of that year to Headquarters of Commander Hastern Sea Frontier,

New Yorl, New York. He was retired for physical disability on October
1, 1944, but remaincd on active duty, being transferred to the Navy De-
partment, Washington, in December 1944, MThere he scrved first as a

member of the Board to Review Discharges and Dismissals, and as Prodi~

dont of that Pancl from August 1947 until he was relieved of gll active

duty on June 30, 1950,

Captain Cassard has the Mexican Sgrvice Medal (USS WYOMING); the
World War I Victory Medal, Destroyer Clasp; the American Defense Service
Medal, Fleet,Claspn; the American Campaign Mcdal; and tho World War Il

Victory Medsl,

5 October 1950






