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Joseph Lenolr Bird was born in Statesville, North Carolina, on
May 11, 1905, son of the late Joseph L. C. and Mrs. Alda Motz Bird.
He attended Central High School and the Army and Navy Academy of
Washington, D. C., pripor to entering the U, S. Naval Academy on
June 16, 19022, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 3,
1926, and subsequently advanced to the rank of Captain, his date
of ran!: August 1, 1943.

Following graduation in June 1926, he remained at the Naval
Acadeny for the summer course in Aviation, and in October joined
the USS ARIZONA, During his two years in that battleship, he '
served as a member of the first Electoral Mission sent to Nicaragua
in accordance with the terms of the Treaty of Tipitapa of 1927. The
years 1929 and 1930 were spent aboard the destroyers YARBOROUGH,
1A VALLETTE, and YARNALL, operating off the West Coast of the
PUnited States.

| In June 1930 he was transferred from the Line to the Construc-
tion Corps of the Navy, and ordered to the Postgraduate School,
Annapolis, Maryland, for instruction pregparatory therefor. He
entered the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in September 1931
and was graduated with a Master of Science degree in Naval Archi-
tecture in August 1933.

From September 1933 to September 1936 he served in the Indus-
trial Department of the Navy Yard, Mare Island, California, after
which he was sent to the Navy Yard, Cavite, Philippine Islands, to
serve for the next two years in various assignments. Upon his re-
turn to the United States in February 1939, he had a tour of duty
at the Navy Yard, New York, serving as Assistant Laboratory Officer
in the Material laboratory until August 1941. Transferred from the
Construction Corps to the Line and designated for Engineering Duty
6nly (theAct of June 25, 1940), he reported in September 1941 to
the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, for duty in Shipbuilding Divi-
sion (Shore Facilities). He remained there for six months after

the outbrealr of war.

Throughout the remaining years of the war, he was Hull Super-
intendent at the Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. As such, he
had charge of repairing several hundred ships including the USS SAN
FRANCISCO, USS ALCHIBA, and the USS HELENA, and numerous submarinesg
and destroyers. He received a Ietter of Commendation with authoriza-
tion to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from the Secretary of the
Navy as follows:

"For outstanding performance of duty as Hull and Repair Super-
intendent at the United States Navy Yard, Mare Island, California,
from May 27, 1942, until the cessation of hostilities. Demonstrat-
ing 2 high degree of efficiency and initiative, Captain Bird
rendered invaluable service in planning and organizing his depart-
nent to the extent that repair schedules were improved and inoperat-
ive ships were placed in readiness in the minimum time. By his
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profereional abllity and willingnoss to adopt ncw methods and pro-
gedurcs, hc was respongible in a large measure for the Yard'ls
ability to mecet complction dates, thereby contributing to the suc-
ceseful pfoaccution of the war. His conscientious devotion to duty
reflecte in the hi ghth credit upon Captain Bird and the United

Statce Naval Service,"

: In July 1946 herported to the Navy Department, Washington,

D, C., for duty in the O0ffice of Industrial Relation Executive
0fficc of the Secretary. He became Deputy Chief of thc Office of
Industrial Relations on October 10, 1946, and served in that capa-
city until April 29, 1948, when he was ordered to report as Super-
intendent of the Mechanicﬂl Division, Paname (Canal, Balboa Heights,

Oanal Zongc,

. Detached from the Canal Zone in June 1950, he served for thrcc
years thercafter as Director of the U, S, Naval Radiological De-
fense Laboratory, San Francisco, California, In August 1953 he re-
ported as Supervisor of Shjpbuilding and Inspector of Ordnance,
Quincy, .Massachusetts.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Captain Bird has the
Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal; the China Service Medal; the
American Defense Service Medal; the American Campaign Medal the
World War II Victory Medal; and the National Defense Serv*ce Medal,
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