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VICE ADMIRAL THOMAS H, BINFORD ' '9/i N T
U. 8. NAVY, RETIRED TR hn ﬂ
Thomas  Howell Binford was born on August 25, 1896, in Durant,
Mississippi, son of John Alexander and Elizabeth {Lowrance) Binford.
He was graduated from Aberdeen, Misslssippi, High Schoo?, attended
Mississippi A, and M. (now State) College at Starkville, Mississippi
and Marion Military Institute, Marion, Alebama, before entering the
U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state in
1916, As a Midshipman he had World War I service in the USS VIR-
GINIA, operating with the Atlantic Fileet, during the summer of 1918.
Graduated and commissioned Ensign with the Class of 1920 on June 7,
1919, he =ubsequently advanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral to
date from March 1, 1948. On July 1, 1954 he was transferred to the
Retired List of the U, S, Navy and was advanced to the rank of Vice

Admiral on the bacis of combat awards.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1919, he was
assigned to the USS SEATTLE, and after serving acs Assistant Navi-
gator and Signal Officer of that crulser for a year, he had dutv
from November 1920 until July 1928 in destroyers, serving succes-
8ively in the WILLIAM JONES, MOODY, KIDDER, and MARCUS, with duty
variously as Engineer, Navigator and Executive Officer. Completing
nine years of sea duty, he served during the period of July 1928
to August 1930, as Officer in Charge of the Navy Recrulting Station,
New Orleans, Loulsiana. He had duty until May 1933 as Anti-Aircraft
Control Officer of the USS TEXAS while that battleship operated
with Battleship Division ONE, Bgttle Force, after which he returned
to the United States for instruction at the Naval War College, Nevw-

port, Rhode Island.

: For a year, May 1934-May 1935, he served in the Enlisted Per-
sonnel Division of the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Wash-
ington, D, C, Returning to sea, he had duty first as Force Person-
nel Officer on the staff of Commander Scouting Force, USS INDIANAPO-
LIS, flagship, and from September 1935 as Assistant Fleet Personnel
Officer on the staff of Commander Base Force, aboard the USS ARGONNE,
He was transferred in August 1937 to duty as First Lieutenant and
Damage Control Officer of the USS TUSCALOOSA, and a year later re-
ported—to Headquarters, Ninth Naval District, Great Lakes, Illinois,
for a two year tour of duty as Alde to the Commandant.

In June 1940 he reported as Commanding Officer of the USS CILARK
gnd subsequently ves ordered to the Asiatlic Fleet, assuming command
in March 1941 of Destroyer Division 58, USS STEWART, flagship. In
that command he participated in the Java Sea Campaign to the bitter
end, wvhich culminated in the Battle of the Java Sea, the first
ma jor surface battle of the war without aircraft, Division 58 oper-
ated with the Combined Fleet under overall command of Rear Admiral
Doorman, Royal Dutch Navy. Vice Admiral (then Commander) Binford
was the only officer to escape from Java with four ships. His flag-
ship, the USS STEWART, turned over while in drydock for repairs,
and since the local personnel (Dutch) were unable to repair her,
had to be gbandoned. (The STEWART was later raised, repalred, and
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used by the Japanese Navy, and after the Japanese surrender, was
gain manned by U, S. Naval personnel for a short time before her

"warrior's burial" at sea.).

~ For especlally meritorious conduct while in command of Des-
troyer Division 58 during the early part of the war, Vice Admiral
Binford was awvarded the Navy Cross, thé Silver Star Medal, and the
Legion of Merit with Combat_ "y " The citations follow:

-

: Navy Cross: "For especially meritorious conduct in action as
Commander Destroyer Division Fifty-eight during the night of Febru-
ary 19-20, 1942, with greatly superior enemy Japanese Naval Forces
in the Badoeng Strait. Despite the heavy oPposing fire of the
gnemy, Commander Binford, following & well concelved plan, led his
Division through a large strongly escorted convoy, sank numerous’
énemy ships, with torpedoes, damaged others with gunfire, and suc-
cessfully retired his division without magor damage to his ships
and with only one casualty to his personnel.

Silver Star Medal: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity

as Commander Destroyer Division Fifty-elght durling the Battle of
Java Sea, February 27, 1942, and in offensivé daylight action agginst
the Jenanese Battle Line of heavy and light cruisers. Courageous
and daring in the fare of severe enemy fire, Captain (then Commanderj
Binford fought his ships boldly throughout the hazardous engagement,
goling in unsupportéd to deliver a successful torpedo attdck against
two hostile heavy cruisers and seven light cruisers, forcing the
Japanese to break off the attack and thereby enabling the Allied
ships to regain their battle formation...

‘ Legion of Merit: '"For exceptionally meritorious conduct,..as
Commander~Destroyer Divicion Fifty eight during the Java Sed Cam-
paign, -Derember 20, 1941 to February 28, 1942, Working in close
Iiaison with theiDntotxOommander of the Allied Striking Forse and
¢apably assisting in the plannifig and execution of orders, (he)
conducted the opemation of his command boldly and with indomitable
courage agdinst the terrific fire power of Fformidable Japanese com-
batant forces...countered the blasting attacks of hostilé air and
surface units with inspiring leadership and expert tactical ability
and”despite overwhelming odds, zontributed materially to the des-
truotion of Japanese surface forces without loss to his command."

! He was later awarded the Order of William, the highest award
cofiferred upon any Naval officer by the Dutch Government. The
decoration was presented in person by Queen Wilhelmina, in Washing-
ton, D. C,, during her last visit to the United States.

Upon his Peturn to the United States in May 1942, he became
Assistant Director, Enlisted Personnel Division, Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Navy Department serving as such for two years. O0n Janu-
ary 1, 19&4 he wés uesigneted Director of that Division, and contin-
ued in that capacity until November of the same year. In his tour
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of duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnél, he had charge of procure-
ment, distribution, promotion, and discipline of all enlisted per-
sonnel in the Navy (augmented during that period by approximately
two and one-quarter million enlisted men), and assisted in the
setting up and adninistratiocn of the enlisted WAVE program. For
services in the assigmment, he received a Letter of Commendation
from the Chief of the Bureau of Naval Personnel.

; During the last year of the war, he had command of the USS
MIAMI (CL 89). VUnder his command, the MIAMI, a“crulser of the Fast
Carrier Tas!t For~e of th& Third Fleet in the Pacific, participated
in strikes on Tokyo, Chi~hi Jima, Kyushu, Okinawa, and the bombard-
ment of Okino Daito Jima. For "exceptidnally meritorious conduct
in the performance of outstanding services as Commanding Officer

of the USS MIAMI during the period 1 February to 5 May 1945, while
his chip was engaged in support of five stfikes against the enemy, "
he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit with

pomb&t "v‘.’"

He was also awarded a Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," for
"heroic achievement as Commandifig Officer of the USS MIAMI in ac-
tion against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area on April
14, 19?5..." The citation continues: "When his ship was ordered
to proceed to the radar picket line and render assistance to the
USS SIGSBEE which had been hit by a Japanesé suicide plane and
stopped dead in the water, (he) placed medical aid on board the”
stricken vessel and towed her to a safe location desplte the neces-
gity of repelling continued hostile air attacks..."

In January 1946 he reported to Headquarters, Fourteenth Naval
District, Pearl Harbor, T. H., where he served for two years as
Assistant Chief of Staff (Personnel) to the Commandant. In June
1948 he was desigrated Chief of Staff and Aide to the Commandér,
Havailan Sea Frontiér afid Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District,
and served in that capacity until April 1949, when he became Com-
mander Cruiser Division ONE. Under orders of September 6, 1950 he
was relieved £ér duty as Yommandant, Armed Forces Information School,
Garlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania., He reported on December 14, 1950
and mov>d the School to Fort Slocum, New York in April 1951. In
April . 1854 he was assigned to the Third Naval District, with head-
quarters in New York, New York, where he remained until transferred
to the Retired List of the U, S, Navy on July 1, 1954,

In addition to the Navy Cross, Silver Star Medal, Leglon of
Merit with Gold Star, Combat "V," Bronse Star Mgdal.with Combat

"v," and the Ofder of William, Vice Admiral Binford has the Victory
Medal;, Atlantic Fleet Clasp; the Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal;
Americin Défense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; American Campaign Medal;
Asiati~-Pacific Campaign Medal with four engagemenf stars; World
War II Victory Medal; China Servire Medal; Navy Occupation Service
Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Service Medal; and the Fhilip-
pine Defense Ribbon with one star.
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“Vi~e Admiral Binford is a member of the Army and Navy Country
Club, Washington, D. C., Masonic Organization; Newcomer Society in
North America; Naval Order of The United States; Military Order of
The World Wars (Life Member); and New York Yacht Club (N, Y., C.).
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