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/ : VIGE ADMIRAL BERNHARD HENRY BIERI
: UNITED STATLS NAVY, RETIRED

Bernhard Henry Bieri was born in Walnut Lake, Faribault County,
Minnesota, on June 24, 1889. He attended public schoole in Wells,
Minnesota,; before his appointment to the United States Naval Academy,
Annapolls, Maryland, from Minnesota in 1907. Graduated in June, 1911,
he served at sea as then required before commissioning, and was com-
missioned Easign in March, 1912, He subsequently advanced to the
rank of Rear Aaniral e date from April 23, 1942; served in the tem-
pcra rank of Vice Aduiral for three years, and attained that rank -
on Moroch 1; 1549 to date from December 11, 1845, He transferred to
thie Retired List of the Navy as of June 1, 1951.

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1911, he served suc-
cessively in the US3 DELAWARE, the UsS NASHVILLE, the USS MONTANA,
and the USS VIRGIVIA, In the latter he served at Vera Cruz, Mexico,
during the occupation in April, 1914, In April, 1916 he transferred
to the USS TzXAS, battleship, which operated with the Grand Fleet
during the first World War, In June, 1919, while serving as First
Lieutenant, he was ordercd to duty as Aide to the Commandant, Fifth
Naval District,; Norfolk; Virginia, In July, 1221 he was assigned
acditicnal duty ae paersonal Alde to the Commandant while he was a
mernes of che officiail U.S, Commission to visit South America and to
attend the Centennial of Peruvian Independence in Lima (Admiral Hugh
Rodmaii; .

When detached from the Fifth Naval District, hs transferred to
the West Coast, reporting to Comumander, Destroyer Squadrons, Pacific
Fleet, for assignment, He commanded the USS BAILEY from January to
June, 1922, and was Commanding Officer of the USS5 CORRY until March,
1925. Reporting to the Office of the Chicf of Naval Operations, Navy
Department, Washington, D.C., he had duty in the Communication Office
from May, 1925 to December, 1927, Returning to eea duty, he served
as Navigator consecutively of the USS UTAH until August, 1828, and
the USS TEXAS until April, 1931. He again reported to the Navy De-
partment for duty as Head of the Detail Section, Enlisted Personnel
Division, Bureau of Navigation (now Burcau of Naval Personnel)., From
August, 1933 he served as Executive Officer of the USS ALTAIR, and
was detached in June, 1935,

After completing the senlor course at the Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island, in May, 19236, he remained there to serve on
the staff until January, 1938. Heporting for duty as Operations Of-
ficer on the staff of the Commander Battleships, Battle Force, he
served aboard the flagship WZST VIRGIWIA until June, 1932, Trans—
ferring to similar duty in the USS CALIFORNIA, flagship of Commander
Battle Force, U,S5. Fleet, he continued that duty after January 1,
1940 when the Commander hoisted his flag in the USS PoiNSYLVANIA as
Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, and when he was redesignated in Feb-
ruary, 1941 Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,

On March 2, 1941 he assumed command of the USS5 CHICAGO, That
crulser, under his command when the United States entered the war
on Deccmber 7, 1241, was enrcoute to Midway with a task forece built
around the alrcraft carrier L&XINGTON, Upon receipt of news of the
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attack upon Pearl Harbor, the task force began a high speed offensive
gweep to the southeastward in the Qahu-Johnston~Palmyra triangle in

an effort to intercept the enemy.

When relieved of command of the CHICAGO in January, 1942, he

returned to the Navy Department, and reperyed for duty at the heade
warters of the Commander in Chief, U,S5, Fleet (Admiral E. J. King).
n August of the same year he became¢ Deputy €hief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, and in that capacity he later /
served with Allled Force Headquarters during the preparation for, and
the invasion of North Africa. In January, 1943 he again had duty on
the staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, and in the next Oc-
tober he became Assistant Chief of Staff (Plans).

In May, 1944 he was assigned cduly with the U.S. Naval Forces,
Europe, and served at Supreme Headquarters Allled Expeditionary Force
prior to and during the invasion of Normandy. Again returning to the
Navy Department, he reported in September, 1944 and scrved one year
as Deputy Chief of Staff to the Commander in Chief, U.o. Fleet, On
October 10, 1945 he was designated Deputy Chlef of Naval Operations
(Administration and Service)., He was awarded the Legion of Meris
for his war services, the citation stating in part: ;

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct . . , as Chief Assistant
to the Assistant Chief of Staff, United States Fleet, in charge of
plans for the employment of the United States 4tlantlc Fleet in the
invasion of North africa from august, 1942 to July 1943; as Assist-
ant Cihicf of Staff, Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, in charge
of plans for the employment of the United States Flcet from October
1943 to May 1944, as the United States Naval representative with the
Supreme Commander, Allied Forces for the invaslon of France from May
to September 1944; and as Deputy Chief of 3taff to the Commander in
Chief, United States Fleet from September 1944 to October 1945, . .
An astute administrator of unflagging energy and mature judgment, (he)
achleved exceptional success in the performance of each assignmont,
thereby contributing materially to the prosecution of the war, "

On lMarch 1, 1946 he assumed duty as Commander, Tenth Flcet,
Atlantic Flcet, for operations in the Caribbean and South Atlantie.
Upon dissolution of the Tenth Flect the following June, he became
Commander U.S., Naval Forces in the Mediterranean, a task force, USS
FARGO, flagship. On February 9, 1948 he was ordered relleved of that
command and to report to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opcrations,
Navy Department, to await orders., He was asslgned in March as Com-
mandant, Eleventh Naval District, San Diego, California, with addl-
tional duty as Commander, Naval Base, there.

On December 31, 1948 he was ordered to duty as Representative of
the Chief of Naval Operations on the Military Staff Committiec of the
United Natioms Security Council, Washington, D.C,, reporting on darch
1, 1948, 1In April, 1951 he was ordercd detached from that duty, and
later reported to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operatlons pending
his rclief from aective duty and transfer to the Retired List of the
Navy on June 1, 1851,
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In addition to the Loglon of ierit, Vice admiral Bieri has the
Mexican Service lMedal (USS VIRGINIA); the Victory Medal, Grand Fleet
Clasp (USS TEXAS); the american Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp
(USS CHICAGO); the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign kiedal; the Europeanw
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; the american Campaign Medal;
and World War II Victory Medal. He was made Honorary Commander, Order
of the British Empire by the CGovernment of Great Britain., In 1946
he was decorated by the Government of Greece with the Grand Order of
Phoenix with Crossed Swords; and in 1947 he was awarded the Leglon of
Honor by the French Government. He also has the Medal and Certifieate
in Commemoration of First Centennial of Pepuvian Independence, pre-
sented by Peru,
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