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REAR ADMIRAL JOHN D. BEURET
CONSTRUCTION CORPS, UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED

John Dougall Beuret was born on January 17, 1871, in Antwerp,
Ohlo, and in 1888 was appointed to the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, from his native state. Graduated first in the Class of 1892
on June 3, he was commissioned Asgsistant Waval Constructor, with the
acconphnylng rank of Lieutenant ( junior grade). Advancing progres-
.gively in rank he attained that of Rear Admiral, to date from July 2,
1922, while serving ne Chief Conetructor and Chief of the Bureau of
Gonstruction and Repailr. On November 20, 1929, hé was tronsforted to
the Retlred List of the U, 8. Nayy.

Following graduation in 1892, he attended schools in Paris, Frang
(Ecole des Mines and Ecole du Genie Maritime) until December 1895,
when he returned to the United States for duty as Assistant in the De-
partment of Construction and Repair at the Navy Yard, Mare Island,
California. He remcined there until August 1899, when he became
Agslistant to the Superintending Constrcutor at the Union Iron Works,
San Francisco, California.

Between August 1901 and July 1903 he served at the Naval Station,
Cavite, Philippine Islands, after which he was assgigned to the Bureau:
of Construction and Repair, Navy Department, Washington, D, C. He
reported in December 1904, as Head of the Depatment of Construction
and Repair at the Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington, and in July 1911
was transferred to the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, for duty as
Construction Officer until July 1912. He then became Inspector of
Hull Material, Eastern District, with headquarters at Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania,

He had special duty in the Department of Justice, Washington,
D. C., with additional service in the Bureau of Construction and Re-
pair. He was detached from his primary asgsignment in December 1914,
continuing duty in the Bureau of Construction and Repair until October
1920. For his services during World War I, he was awarded the Navy
Cross. The citation follows in part:

"For distinguished service in the line of his profession as
officer in charge of repairs to naval vessels during the war and of
the conversion for naval purposes of vessels taken over by the Navy.
In particular, he had charge of planning the conversion of vessels of
the mine-laying force in connection with the North Sea barrage."

Returning to the Navy Yard, Mare Island, in November 19020, he
reported as Construction Officer and continued to serve in that
capaclity until July 2, 1922, when he was commissioned Chief Con-
gtructor and Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Repair. He was
serving in a second term, when relieved of all active duty pending
his retirement on November 20, 1929,
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In addition to the Navy Cross, Rear Admiral Beuret had the
Spanish Campaign Medal, the Philippine Campaign Medal, and the World
War I Vietory Medal.
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During the war years, the National Inventors Council gecured the
cooperation and advisory service of Rear Admiral Beuret as Technical
Advisor on naval matters and as liaison with several branches of the
Navy Department. Through his efforts during the period June 1, 1942
to January 24, 1946, many inventions were promptly brought to the at-
tention of those in the U, S. Navy who could make best use of them.
In addition, his long experience and keen mind nade .g atrong contri-
bution to all facets of the Council's operations,

The National Inventors Council is the activity in CGovernment
which integrates civilian ideas into national defense. To efficiently
perform this function a direct liaison arrangement on the highest
level between the Council and the three Armed Services is required.
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