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VICE ADMIRAL PHILIP A. BESHANY, UNITED STATES NAVY

Vice Admiral Philip Arthur Besheny, son of Arthur and Teecla Ebert
Beshany, was born in Jamaica, Long Island, New York, on July 3, 191k,
He attended the Dwight School cnd Breoklyn College, and wes graduated
from the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, with the class of 1938.
President of the Foreign Lengusge Club, and Battalion Sub Commander, Ad-
miral Beshany wes also active in athleties, participating in boxing,
soccer, track and locrossed.

Admiral Besherny jeined the eruiser USS PHITADEIPHTA, for his first
assigmment in which he served for two years. He then reported to the
Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, for instruetion in submarines,
and in December 1940 wes assigned duty on boerd the USS 8-1k, in which he
rade several patrols during World War II. From November 1942 until July
19kl he served in the USS SCAMP as Executive and Engineer Officer and parti-
cipated In seven war patrols.,

He was awarded the Silver Star Medal for conspicuous gallantry during
the SCAMP's first thres war patrols and a Gold Star in lieu of a Second
Silver Star Medal for zctiocn during the Fourth War Patrol, which resulted
in the sinking of approximately 14,000 tons of enemy shipping and the
damaging of 500 tons. In addition, he was awarded the Rronze Star Medal
with Combat "V", for heroic achievement during +the SEVENTH War Patrol
during wnich he succeeded in stopping the dive of the SCAMP at 330 feet,
thus preventing her from broaching at 52 feet, after an enemy plane
barbed and damaged her.

Upon return to the United States in July 1944 he proceeded to the
Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to assist in fitting out the USS
QUILLBACK (Ssk2l). From her commissioning in January 1945 throughout
the remaining war period he served as Executive Officer of that submarine
which participated in the assault and occupation of Okinawe Gunto, the
initial landings and occupation of Japan and the surrender ceremonies
in Tokyo Bay. He was also a prize crew commander of the Japanese sub-
marine I-365.

In Qctober 1945 he assumed command of the USS BITIFISH (S5286),
comuanding her until June 1946, Subseguently, instruction at the Naval
Postgraduate School, Annepolis, preceded his command of USS BURRFISH
{SSR312), followed by commsnd of USS AMBERJACK (S8522). Then, in August
1951, he returned to the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, to serve
as Engineer and Repalr Officer, and as Head of the Prospective Submarine
Cammanding Officers School for one year,

Following graduation from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces,
Admiral Beshany became Commanding Officer of USS SALAMONTE (A026) in July
1960. This assignment was highlighted by the U.N. action in the Congo and
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operations with the SIXTH Fleet. In September 1961 he assumed cormand
of Submarine Squadron FOUR in Charleston, South Carclina. From August
1962 until September 1963 he was the Chief of Staff to the Deputy Com-
mander Submarine Force, U, S. Atlantic Fleet, and on October 28, 1963 he
assumed command of the Second Polaris Sguedron, Submarine Squadron SIX-
TEEN deployed in Rota, Spain. :

Assigned to-the Staff of the Commander in Chief Allied Forces,
Southern Eurcpe, he served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics
from December 1964 to July 1966, when he became Deputy Chief of Staff
Tor Logisties and Administration. He was awarded the Legion of Merit
for "...the establishment of an extraordinarily high degree of rapport
which contributed materially to the timely resolution of inmumerable dif-
Ticult and delicate issues of extreme importence to the accomplishment
of the Command mission..,"

In December 1966 he became Director of the Submerine Warfare Division,
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations and in Msrch 1968 was assigned
additional duty as Nuclear Powered Submarine Program Coordinator in the
Office of the Chief of Naval Ovperations., He was awarded a Cold Ster in
lieu of the Second Legicn of Merit end cited in part &s follows: "...
During a period when the resources of the Navy have been severely taxed
(he) was responsible for mainteining the high state of resdiness of the
operational submarine forces and at the same time provided plans and
menagement for esteblishment of a new nuclear submarine comstruction pro-

gram i

In May 1969 he assumed command of Amphibious Group FOUR and in
July 1970 became Assistant Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Fleet
Operations and Readiness, Navy Department.

, Reorgenization of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations in
March 1971 resulted in the establishment of a Deputy Chief of Naval
Operations for Submarines, an event of singular significance in navel
history. On April 8, 1971 Admiral Beshany became the first officer to
hold this position of distinction and was appointed to the grade of
Vice Admiral in June 1971. ILater that year his title was changed to
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Sutmarine Warfare). In July 1972

he was ordered detached for duty as Commender United States Taiwan De-

fense Command.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal with Gold Star, the Legion
of Merit with Gold Star, and the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V",
Vice Admiral Beshany has the Submarine Combat Insignia with seven stars,
Imerican Defense Service Medal, American Campaign Medsl, Asiatic-Paci-
fic Campaign Medal with stars, World War II Viectory Medal, Navy Occupa-
tion Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medzal with bronze star,
and the Expert Pistol Shot Medsl.
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