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Charles Mzrriner Bertholf was born in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, on Dccember 5, 1912, son of Mrs, Mary (Marrincr) Boriholf
and the late Captain Wallace Bertholf, ((¢lass of 1901, USNA), He
attended Gnalileo High School in hils native city and Van Nuys
High School, Los Angeles, Cclifornia, and prior fo his appoint-
ment to the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the
State of California in 1930, he preparcd at the Werntz Prepar-
atory School also located in Annapolis, Graduated and commis-
sioned Ensign on May 31, 1924, he orogressed in rank to that of
Captain, to date from July 1952.

Following graduation from th¢ Naval Academy in 19%L, he
reported aboard the USS DETROIT, and ln May 1939 transferrcd to
the USS PRUITT., Detached from the latter in November 1941, he
jolned thc staff of the Commander Scrvice Force, U, S. Pacific
I'leet, as Alde and Flag Lieutenant, He was saiving in that
cepacity at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawail, then the Japanesc
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attacked the Novel Base there on December 7, 1941,

Returning to the United States in Junc 19245%, he became Dis-
cipline Officer at the Naval Academy, wherc he remained until
fugust 1944, and in October of that year assumcd command of the
USS CALLAGHAN. Undcr his command that destreyer partlelpated in
the Philippine Liberation and in action at Iwo Jima and Okinniro.
The CALLAGHAN, last destroyer sunk In World War II, was struck
by a Kamikazc plone off Okinawa on July 29, 1945, minutes Dbefore
she was scheduled to return to the United Statez. For outstand-
ing services while commanding thc CALLAGHAN hc was awarded thne
Bronze Star Medal, the Gold Star i licu of the Second Bronze
Star Mcdal, both with combat "V," snd the Navy Cross, The
cltations follow in date sequence:

Gold Star in licu of the Second Bronze Star Medal: "For
meritorious achievement...agalnst cecncmy Japanesc forccs in the
vicinity of Luzon, Formosa, thc Ryukyus, French Indo China and
China, from November 22, 1944 to Fobruary 9, 1945,.,.(He) organ-
1zed his ship to protect importont hecavy units of our Flecet Trom
enemy submarinc aircraft and surfacec attacks, perscvering in his
effogts without interruption despite adverse wecther conditions
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Bronze Star Medal: "For heroic achievement...in action
against cnemy forces in Japanese home waters from February 10
to March 4, 1945, Participating in carrier strlkes in the
Tokyo, Okinawa Gunto and Iwo Jima Areas, Comncider Bertholf
engaged an encmy picket boat on the morning of Fcbruary 18 and
contributed to its dcstruction and to the capturc of elght
. prisoners of war..."
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Navy Cross: '"For oxtraordinary heroism cs Commanding
Officer of the USS CALLAGHAN,,.in the vieinity of Okinawa Jim:
from March 25 to Junc =2, 1945, With his zhip relentloesszly
attacked by hostile suicide planez 2nd Doets In waters thot
were infested with mines and submarincs, Communder Bertholf
furnished fire support for ocur troop: on the isl:~d for long
and intonse pericds of iime, ofton 1'iring on mony targets simul-
taneously during the night when the crca was iliuwuinated by
starshells. In the course of this long and ardvoas period, he
directed the fire of his ship in de<troying ore midget submarinc
and downing six hostile aircraft,.."

From Junc 1946 to August 1947 he commandcd the USS FRANK
KNOX, which for six months orcrated on Chine Jtation, and when
relieved of that commcnd, lic Decame Assistart Naval fittache at
the American Embassy, Stockhoim, Sweden, Hc rownined there
until November 1949, and the noxt month wos aszigned to the
Ceatral Intelligence Agoncy, Washingion, D,C, In October 1951
he assumed command of tho US3 CABILDC, hicih omerated for ninc
months in Korcan watcers and ia Februury 1952 wes ordered to duiy
cs U, 8, Neval Attache and U, S, Navai attache for 4ix, Tho

Hague, The Netherlands In Jdvly 1655 he was trorncsferred to the
Ter.th Naval Digiw eth, H@ﬂu”JFLL’f" 5 Ban svan, .uerio Eico, and
thers =servec as D¢str of fhaplligu: & SEilecy.

Iin addition to thc mav" Cross ond the Brorzc Star Medal

with Gold Star and Combal "V ¢ has the Amorican Defense Medal;
the American Campaign Mecdal:; th Asiotle-Pacific Campalgn Medal;
the Vorld War II Victory Medal: th. “hilippine Liseration Ribbonj

the Navy Occupation Scrvice Mzdal, aAs2a Clasp; the Ching Scrvice
Mednl; the Korean Scrvice Medal; cod tihiz United Nations Service
Medal.
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