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CAPTAIN FREDERIC A. BERRY
UNITED STATES NAVY

Frederic Aroyce Berry was born in Chicago Illinois, on Novem-

ber 27, 1906, son of the late Frederic A. and Adulia Howell (Nelson)
Berry, He attended James Wadsworth Grammar School and Hyde Park
High School in Chicago and on July 20, 1923, entered the U, S.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appolntmcnt as a Midshipman
from Illinois., Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927,
he subsequently advanced to the rank of Captaln, his date of rank,
March 20, 1945,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1927, he had
a year's sea duty, serving first in the USS MELVILLE, as Assistant
Communications Officer and Ship's Secretary, and later as Communica-
tions Officer of the USS DECATUR. From July to December 1928 he was
a member of the Electoral Mission to Managua, Nlcaragua, and for
slx months thereafter he served as Assistant Communications Officer
of the USS COLORADO, He agaln jolned the USS DECATUR in June 1929,
and served in her Engineering Department until February 1930, after
which, for four months, he was a student at the Fleet Torpedo School.

During the last six months in 1930 he again served ln Nicaragua,
this time as a member of the Electoral Mission to Puerto Cabezas,
In July 1932 he reported to the USS NEW MEXICO, for duty as Watch
and Division Officer. Six months later he was detached to be Com-
manding Officer of the USS YT 119, operating 1n the Fourteenth
Naval District, from Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawali, He remained
at sea from June 1923 until May 1934 as Executive Officer of the
USS TANAGER, after which he returned to Annapolis for instruction
in Aerological Engineering at the Naval Postgraduate School. Con-
tinuing the course at the California Institute of Technology, he was
awarded the degree of Master of Science in June 1937.

From July 1937 until June 1939 he was on board the USS YORK-
TOWN, serving as Aerological Officer on the staff of Commander Car-
rier Division TWO. He then had similar duty at the Naval Alr
Station, Norfolk, Virginia, until January 1940, and for Fleet Air
Wing FIVE for the five months to follow, In May 1940 he returned
to the Naval Postgraduate School as Head of the Aerological Engineer
ing Department. While there, during the early World War II period,
he also served as Technical Advisor to the Bureau of Aeronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C., in connection with Aerology
Training Films and Pamphlets.

In March 1944 he joined the staff of Commender Aircraft
SEVENTH Fleet, and throughout the remaining period of hostilitiles
served as Aerologlcal Officer and Assistant Chilef of Staff for Ad-
ministration and collaterally as Fleet Aerologist for the SEVENTH
Fleet. He was awarded the Air Medal "For meritorious achievement
in aerlal flight in actlon against enemy Japanesec forces in the
Southwest Pacific War Area from December 21, 1944, to February 18,
1945 (during which period he) participated in six missions over a
combat area...{and) contributed materially to the success of his
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"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Aerological Of-
ficer, Alrcraft, SEVENTH Fleet, during operations against enem
Japanese forces in the Southwest Pacific War Area from May 1944 to
July 1945..." he was awarded the Leglon of Merit with Combat "V,"
The citation states that he "ably planned for and met all aerolo-
gical requirements 6f the SEVENTH Fleet during this period of in-
tensified operations agalnst the enemy...(and) greatly facilitated
search and strike operations, thereby contributing materially to
preventing much possible damage or losses to our forces..,"

In September 1945 he reported to the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, and thereafter, until June 1950,
had duty as Officer in Charge, Navy Weather Central, Washington,

D. C, In July of that year he jolned the staff of Commander Alr-
craft, Atlantic Fleet, and for three years served as Officer in
Charge, Fleet Weather Central, Norfolk, Virginia, with additional
duty from January 1952 as Force Aerologist, Air Force, U. 5, At-
lantic Flest,

In June 1953, he was transferred to duty as Officer in Charge,
U. S. Fleet Weather Central, Norfolk, Virginia, and from that time
also served as Force Aerologist, for Commander Aircraft, Atlantic,
and Officer in Charge, Bureau of Aeronautics Research Project
AROWA, Under orders of September 14, 1954, he is currently Chief
Scientific Advisor, President's Advisory Committee on Weather Con-
trol, Washington, D, C,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," and the
Air Medal, Captain Berry has the Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal;
the American Defense Service Medal, with Star; American Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cempaign Medal, with four stars; World War
IT Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medal; and the Philip-
pine Liberation Ribbon, with two stars,

He 1s co-author of "Handbook of Meteorology" (McGraw-Hill,
1945), used as standard reference by the majority of meteorological
services of the world. He 1s Vice-President, Commission of Synoptic
Meteorology, World Meteorological Organization (1953-1957). He is
also a member of the American Meteorological Society, the Institute
of Aeronautical Sciences, and the American Geophysical Union,
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