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CAPTAIN MAY. i, BERNS, JR., UNITED STLTES NAVY

Max Arncld Berns, Jr., wvas born in Cleveland, Ohiv, on November 4, luis,
son of Mrs. (Genevieve Franciscc) Berns and the late lLax A. Berns. He attended
CLajz Park and River Forest Toimslip High 8chool, Oak Parl:, Illinois, and Jnhcist
College, fmherst, Massachusctts, for one year, pricr tc entering the U. S. Haval
acadeny, Jdnnapolis, Maryland, on appointment frca the State of Illinois, in 1235.
Cracduated and commissioned Ensisn on June !, 1922, hc subsequently advanced In
~oniz, attaining that of Capiaia, teo date from July 1, 1958.

Following graduation from the Naval fcaderyy n 12592, he joined the USS
TIIZHTON, flagship of Squacdron &£0-T, basced at Viliefranche, France and Lisben,
Portugel. While attached to that cruiser, he was ass’gned, during August and
Septeiaber 1940, as Special Lic’scn Officer in conncciZon with the evacuction of
the Royal Fawily of Luxembourg from Europe to the Uaited States. Detached fron
the TRENTCN in September 194C, he next scrved in cie USS LIVERMORE, flagship of
Cormander Destroyer Division TUENTY-ONE, which participated in Atlantic Ficec
convoy operations. de was scrving in that destrcyer vhen the United States
entercd World War II, Decembes $, 1941, The LIVEWHOKE was credited with tvo
nossible submerine sickings Ia tixe Norta dtlaatic.

Between June and October 1242 he had preliminary fiight training at the llave.
oirv Station, New Orleans, Loulsiana, and in 4April 1943 completed flight training
at the Noval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida. He was designated Naval (lwvictor,
ipril 13, 1243, then had operational training, [lghter type, at the Navel liv
Statlion, Green Cove Springs, rlorida, until July 1943. He remainced there as an
iastructor in fighter typce aircraft until September of that ycar, after wiwch he
uet a sinilar assignment at thc Navai Air Stacion. Scnford, Florida. In July
1244 he reported on boerd the USS SHAMROCK BAY and wi.llc on board that escort
aiveraft carrier he served as Lir Officer for ninctecn months, Navigator fox
five 1onths and Exccutive Officer for two months. ''For meritorious service as
iix Officer of the USS SHAMROCK BLY during action ajainst eneny Japanesc forces
.n the vicinity of the Ryukyu Islands from Zpril 1 te June 25, 1945..." hc wns

aviarded tle Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V." The citation further states in

past:

-

Yliaintaining his department at a high peak of operational efficicncy, Licu-
tenant Commander Berns contributed materially to the success of his ship cnd ai:
dotachment in inflicting extensive damage on the cneny throughout extended osero-

tions in this area..."

Detached froen the SHAMROCI BAY in Junc 1940, he rcturned to the Naval lcald-
cry, where he served as an Instructor in the Aviation Department, the Departuent
cf Scamanship and Navigation and again in the Aviation Department. While thcue
he also participated in the ilZdshipmen's practice cruises during the summeirs ©of

267 and 1948 on board the USS KEARSARGE and USS COR/AL SEA, respeetively. DBe-
tizcen September and December :94C he had refresier flight training, fighiter typc
aiveraft, at the Naval fAdvanced Training Command, Jacksonville, Florida, and in
January 1949 assuned commanc ci Fighter Squadron NINETY-TWO, operating cff the
USS LEYTE and later the USS LIDULY. During September 1949 he had temporary
aldditional duty as Naval Air Group Cormander during the Joint Navy-Air Ferce
~erial Meneuvers in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In November 1949 he becanc
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Cormanding Officer of Fighter Scuadron SEVENTY-FCUR and from March to Junc 1750
bal additional duty as Comnmander Carrier Air Group SEVEL.
.

He had temporary duty in the Office of Naval Intclligence, Navy Departiwent,
Washington, D. C., July-fiugust 1950, preparatory to his assigmnment as U. S. ilave
Littache ond Naval Attache for Lir,Warsaw, Poland. 4fter the Polish Government
reduced U, S. Naval ReprcesentatZon, he was relieved in Berlin, and subscquenily
sevved until fAugust 1952 as Intelligence Officer on the staff of Commandor llava
Forces, Germany., He was Tralining Officer at the ilavel fuxiliary Air Station,
Corry Ficld, Pensacola, Florila, until August 1954, after which he had instrucc
at the Air War College, Maxweil Air Force Base, Alabama. Graduated first in @
Ciass of one hundred and sinty-five members:in July 1955, he was next assignoed
to the Havy Section, Militavy .Assistance Division at Headquarters, U. 5. Euvropod:
Cormand, Paris, France. For iiis outstanding services there he received a con-
nencatory letter from General Declier, Deputy Cormender in Chief, U. S. Europcan

Command.

In June 1957 he becane Hecd of the Aviation Personnel Liaison Staff in the
Office of the Chief of Naval Operatiorns, Navy Depertment, and while there had
additional duty in the Burecau cf Navel Personnel. He joined the staff of Com-
rander Carrier Division TWO cs Cperations Officer in July 1959 and in July 1260
vvas detached to command the USS PLATTE (/40-24)., 1In liovember 1961 he reported ac
Cotmianding Officer of thc USS RLNWDOLPH (CVS-15) and in October 1962 was detached

for duty as Chief of Staff and Aide to Commander Carrier Division SIX,

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Coubat "V," Captain Berns heos tin
aaerican Defense Scervice Medal; fmerican Campaign iledel; European-African-ILIEiddl
Castern Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign iiedal with three stars; Uorld

» II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Lsia and Europe Clasps,

aticnal Defense Service Medai; and the Philippinc Liberation Ribbon with onc

NAVY - Office of Information
Internal Relations Division (0I-430)

1 April 1964





