Arthur Henry Berndtson was born in San Francisco, California, on
December 2, 1917, son of the late Commodore Charles Arthur Berndtson
of the Matson Line and Mrs. Berndtson., He attended University High
School, Oakland, California, and Drew School in San Franeisco, prior
to entering the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment -
from his native state in June 1936, Graduated and commissioned Ensign,
on June 6, 1940, he subsequently advanced in rank, to that of Captain,
to date from July 1, 1959.

After graduation from the Naval Academy In l9h0, he was assigned
as a @Qunnery Division Officer in the aireraft carrier ENTERPRISE, in
which he served during the carrier task force raids on the Marshall,
Weke, and Marcus Islands, These raids were followed by the Battle of
Midway, the Guadaleanal Landing, and the Battle of the Eastern Solomons.,
He 1s entitled to the Ribbon for the first Presidential Unit Citation
awarded the USS ENTERPRISE. Detached from the ENTERPRISE in August
1942, he reported as Executive Officer of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron
TEN on commissioning at New York, New York, and subsequently operated
in the Solomon Islands area,

"For consplcuous gallantry and intrepidity in action as Division
Leader of a Motor Torpdo Boat Squadron, operating against enemy Japanese
forees during the New Georgia Campaign in the Solomon Islands area in
1943,.,." he was awarded the Silver Star Medal,

Detached from Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron TEN in January 19u4L, he
assumed command of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron TWENTY, in the combat
area, He participated in PT operations at Tulagi, Russell Islands, New
Georgla, Vella Lavella, Bougainville, and Green Islands, and was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal "for herolc service as Section Leader of Two Motor
Torpedo Boats during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the
Solomon Islands on February 25, 19ik,,."

In September 194l, he returned to the United States and was Execu-
tive Officer, and also Commanding Officer of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron
FOUR, the training squadron, at Newport, Rhode Island., Detached in May
1945, he next served as Executive Officer of the USS MASSEY (DD-778),
which participated in operations in the Philippines and Okinawa areas,
and after the cessation of hostilities, in the occupation of Jepan, In
February 1946 he assumed command of the USS HAMBLETON (DMS-20), operating
in the Atlantic area, and in September 1946 reported for postgraduate
training at George Weashington University Law School, Washington, D, C,.,
from which he received the degree of Bachelor of Laws in June 1949,

After completing his law course, he next served as Flag Secretary
and Aide to Commander Cruiser Division THREE in the Pacific, embarked
successively in the USS HELENA and USS TOLEDO during the Korean action,
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He was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V," for "ex-
ceptionally meritorious service in the performance of ocutstanding duties
to the Government of the United States as Flag Secretary on the Staff of
Commander Japan--Korea Support Group and later Korean TWO Blockade

Group from July 26, 1950 to October 23, 1950..."

In May 1951, he assumed commsnd of the USS STICKELL (DD-888), and
returned to the Korean Combat zone, He was awarded a Gold Star in lieu
of the Second Bronze Star Medel with Combat "V," "for meritorious
service as Commznding Officer of the USS STICKELL during operations
against enemy aggressor forces in Korea from February 19, to August 10,
1952,..."

From January 1953 until April 1955 he performed legal duties in the
Legal Office ¢f the Twelfth Naval Distriet, with headquerters in San Fran-
cisco, California, after which he served until May 1957 as Fleet Schools
Officer on the Staff of Commender Training Command, U, S, Pacific Fleet,
in San Diego, Returning to sea, he was Executive Officer of the USS
TOLEDO (CA=133), a REGULUS equipped heavy cruiser, until July 1958,
Ordered to the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, Washington,

D, C.; he served first as Head, Enlisted Training Branch, and later as
Director, Training Management Division until August 1960, when he reported
as a student at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Washington,

D. €, Completing the course in June 1961, he commanded the USS OGLETHORPE
(AKA-100) until July 1962. He then reported for duty in the Office of

the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, washington, D, C., where he
served as & military assistant to Generals Lyman L., Lemnitzer, Maxwell

D. Taylor, and Earle G, Wheeler, in succession. In August 1965, he be=-
came Commander Amphibious Squadron SIX, and in August 1966 was ordered
detached for duty with the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, Bronze Star Medal with
Gold Star in lieu of a second award, each with Combat "V," Navy Commenda-
tion Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation, Captain Berndtson has
the American Defense Service Medal with stary American Campaign Medal;
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; with one sgilver and four bronze stars
(nine engagements); World Wer II Vietory Medals Navy Occupation Service
Medal; China Service Medal (extended); National Defense Service Medalj
Korean Service Medal with silver star (five engagements); United Nations
Service Medal; and the Korean Presidential Unit Citation awarded Task
Force NINETY FIVE and the SEVENTH FLEET,

Captain Berndtson is a member of the District of Columbis Bar.
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