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COMMANDER LLOYD G, BENSON
U, 3. NAVAL RESERVE

Lloyd George Bemson was born in Ilion, New York, on August 8,1913,
son of Lloyd Raeburn and Priscilla Alden Benson, He entered the U.S,
Naval Acedemy from the State of Kansas on June 24, 1932, As a Mids
shipman he managed the Soccer Team for one year, was photographeér and
photc editor of the Lucky Bag; and was Midshipman Lieutenant (jg) dur-
ing his First Class year, He was graduated with the Class of 1936 on
June 4 of that year, but was not commissioned due to failure to meet
requirements for vision, and his resignation was accepted.

On July 1, 1936 he was employed by Proctor and Gamble Company,
Cineinnati, Ohlo, and sent to their Kansas City factory for training.
He worked for three years in production supervision in process and
production departments, On August 1, 1939 he was transferred to
Ivorydale Company Headquarters (Cincinnati) to work in personnel re-
eéearch, Industrial Relations Division, In 1941 he became Assistant
Head of the Training Department (mechanical aptitude testing, employ-
ment tests), and served as such until called to active duty in the

o S, Naval Reserve, -

On May 25, 1942 he accepted appointment in the U, S, Naval Reserve
as Lieutenant (jg) and was subsequently promoted to Liesutenant on
January 21, 1943; Lieutenant Commander on October 13, 1945; and to
Commander on July 1, 1951,

Reporting for active duty in June 1942, he served in the USS WARD
until February 1944, having duty as Executive Officer of that des-
troyer in the Pacific during the last year of that assignment., For
one month thereafter he was Executive Officer of the USS CROSBY, and
in March joined the USS KILTY (APD 15), in which he served as Com-
manding Officer until May 1945, He was awarded the Legion of Merit
with Combat "V," for "exceptionally meritorious conduct,...ss Command-
ing Officer of the USS KILTY, in action against enemy Japanese forces
in the Southwest Pacific and Philippine waters, from April 8, 1944 to
February 25, 1945,,."

The citation further states that "Despite frequent enemy air at-
tacks and shore battery fire, Lieutenant Commander (then Lieutenant)
Benson directed his ship in delivering prolonged and effective gun-
fire which resulted in the destruction of enemy aircraft and shore
installations, thereby accomplishing his primery mission of landing
assault troops on hostile beaches,,."

Upon his return to the United States he had brief temporary duty
in July and August 1945 at the Naval Training Center, Miami, Ilorida,
and the Naval Training Station, Naval Operating Bgse, Norfolk, Vir-
ginla, He then joined the USS KIRWIN (APD-90) building at the Navy
Yard, Philadelﬁhia, and commanded her briefly after her commissioning
in November 1945, He was transferred to the USS BEGOR (APD-127) in
December, and from January to April 1946 served as Commanding Officer
of the USS DUFILHO (DE-423),
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Relsased from active duty on June 18, 1946, he was recalled
on January 15, 1948, and has served continuously since that time,
his first assignment being at Cincinnati, Ohio, in connection
with the Naval Reserve Program as Organization and Field Adminis-
trator. On May 10, 1948 he reported as Assistant Inspector-In-
structor, Naval Reserve, and Officer in Charge, U. S, Naval Re-
serve Training Center, Cincinnati, After four months, he was
transferred to similar duty at Covington, Kentucky, and in March
1950 was redesignated Inspector-Instructor, Naval Reserve, and
Officer in Charge, Naval Reserve Facilities, at Covington,

From January 1951 to February 1952, he had duty afloat as
Executive Officer of the USS PRESTON (DD 795), and since April
1952 has been a member of the Joint Military Advisory Group to
the Republic of ths Philippines as Assistant Head of the Nawvy

Section.

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Comw
mander Benson has the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon with one
star; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal Y
with nine stars; the World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation
Service Medal, Asia Clasp; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon

with two stars.

Commander Benson has a son, Lloyd Raeburn Benson.
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