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Fréncis Wyse Benson was born in Pikesville, Maryland, a suburb of

¢ Baltimore on April 21, 1895, son of the late Admirel William S. Benson
USN, and Mrs (Mary Augusta Wyse) Benson, He attended public schools
of'New York City and Portsmouth, Virginia; Parochial School in Charles-
ton, South Carolina; and Gilman's School in Baltimore and St. Johns
College, Annapolis, Maryland, He entered the U,S, Naval Academy in
June 1912 and as a Midshipman was a member of varsity gymnastics team
end played cless soccer and lacrosse, He was graduated and commissioned
Iisign in March 1917, shortly before the United States entered World
War I, and subsequently attained the rank of Captain to date from June
20, 1942, He was transferred to the Retired List of the Navy on July
1, 1950, and edvanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of com-
bat cltations,

Follewing grecuvation from the Naval Academy in March 1917, he
joined the T3S NEW YCRI, and served as a junior officer in that bat-
tleship until Sepitember 15, 1918, The NEW YORK operated during part
of World War I with the British Grand Fleet as Fir. gship of Commander
Division 9, Battle Force, Atlantlc Fleet, Detached from the NOW YORK
he served the last month of the war in the USS NEBRASKA on North At~ .
lantic convoy duty. After the Armistice, that vessel was engeged. in
transporting American troops from Brest, France, to the United States,
and was decommissioned early in 1919,

His next ship was the destroyer LUDLOW, in which he served as
Engineer Officer until 1920 when he rejoined the NEW YORK for further
sea"duty until 1923. He subsequently served briefly in the Office of
HNaval Communications, Navy Department, Washington, D,C,, and aboard
the USS MERVINE on the cruise to Australia and New Zealand, with the
Ileet in 1925, and after the Nicaraguan revolution until 1928, Arter
duty as Instructor of Electrical Engineering and Physics at the Naval
Academy, he joined the USS TRENTON, serving first as her First Lieuten-
ent, and later as Gunnery Officer.

After & tour of duty at the Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D,C;,
herecelved his first command, the destroyer TWIGGS, in 1935. Hc was
transferred a year later to command of the USS DALE, In February 1938
he became a member of the Board of Inspection and Survey for the West
Coost, and in June 1939 was ordered to duty as Senior Aide to the Com-
méndant of the Eleventh District, at San Diego, California. Fronm July
1040 until August of the next year he served as Executive Officer of
the USS MILWAUKEE, operating first in the Pacific, and later in the
south Atlentic, where after a special mission to the vicinity of the
Azores, she was attached to the South Atlantic Neutrality Patrol Force.
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In August 1941 he was ordered to supervise the conversion of the

¥ 33 - PRESIDENT HAYES from luxury liner to comb&t troop transport. Light
deys after the Japanese Atteck on Pearl Harbor the HAYES went- into
commission with Re&r Admiral Benson as her first Navy Captain, from
Dccember 15, 1941 until July 1943. During that period of command,  the
HEAYES plied between Honolulu and the West Coast, evacuating women and
children from Hawaii; training Marines in amphibious warfare, and trans-
porting them to Guadalcanal, On August 8, 1942 she disgorged morec N
Merines on juxtaposed Tulagi Island, and for that landing, August 7-8,
1942, her Commanding Officer was commended by the Secretary of the Navy,

He was later awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second legion of
Merit with Combat "V" for outstanding services "during operations
against enemy Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands Area from August
1942 through June 1943, After directing his ship in repulsing a fierce
attack by Japanese aircraft on August 8, 1942,....(he) capably com-
manded the PRESIDENT HAYES in eight subsequent voyeges into the danger-
ous waters of the Solomon Islands to deliver reinforcements and cargo
toAmerican forces....warded off a Japanese air attack on hig vessel
near Guadalcanal on February 17, 1943, and another off Rendova on June
30...avoided submerine attacks by skillful maneuvering on threc
occasions and twice come under the fire of enemy shore batterios s

- Relieved of command of the HAYES in July 1943 after that Navy
transport had made twelve trips to Guadalcanal, subject to repcated
air mttacks, Rear Admiral Benson became Deputy Chief of Staff .to the
Commander Amphibious Force, Seventh Flecet, From January to Novembor
ToLl he served as Assistant Chief of Staff and Operations Officer, and
os zuch helped to plan and to activate the invasions of Lae, Finu¥ch-
avtn, Arawe, Cape Gloucester, Saidor, the Admiralty Islands, Hollandia,
Biak, Noemfour, Sansofor, Morotai, and Leyte.

For "exceptionally meritorious conduct....while serving on the
Staff of Commander, Seventh Amphibious Force, during operatlons against
snomy Japanese forces from July 1943 until October 1944,..." he was
owvarded the Legion of Merit. The citation continues in part: - Mlorking
ander difficult conditions with 2 limited number of personnel and ships
....(he) rendered valuable services during the landings at S5Sansvfor,
Dutch New Guinea and Leyte, Philippine Islands....contributec matcrially
to the success of the operations against the enemy...."

Two days before the landings, October 20, 1944, on Leyte Islang,
ne cvommanded an Americaén force which assaulted and captured Homonhon
island, There, as Harbor Control Officer, he controlled the traffic of
vessels of the main assault force, which soon after surged ashorc on
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Leyte, and for three years devoted himself to pushing the Japanesw back
to their home i1slands, On February 11, 1945 he reported for dutyas As-
sistant Chief of Staff for Personnel to the Commandant, Eleventh Naval
District. He received a second Letter of Commendation from the Stcre-
tary of Navy for outstanding services in that capacity from February X7y
1945 until January 11, 1946,

Rear Admirel Benson continued to serve in that assignment until
rclieved of all active duty pending his retirement on July 1, 1950,

" In addition to the Legion of Merit with Gold Star and Combat
"V" and the Commendation Ribbon with two stars, Rear Admiral Bonson
.28 the World War I Victory Medal, Grand Fleet Clasp; the Second
Nicaraguan Campaign Medal; the American Defense Service Medal; the
Aglatic Pacific Campaign Medal with stars; the American Campaign Medal
and the World War II Victory Medal.

1 July 1950





