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REAR ADMIRAL RAWSCN BENNETT, II, U. S. N.VY, RETIRED

Rawson Bennett, II, was born on June 16, 1905, in Chicago, Illinois. He
was appointed to the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from Califormia in
1923. Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, he subsequently advanced
to the rark of Captain, to date from March 20, 1945. In December 1955 he was
appcinted Rear Admiral, to date from January 3, 1956.

Following graduation in 1927, he joined the USS CALIFORNIA, flagship of
the Battle Fleet. Later, in 1928, he was assigned communication duty on the staff
of Commander, Battle Fleet, serving as such until Auvgust 1930. In November of
that year he reported on board the USS ISABEL, for duty on Asiatic Station, and in
October 1932 was transferred to the 1JSS RUCHESTER.

He completed his Asiatic tour of duty in the USS HOUSTON in 1933. Detached
from this vessel, he returnmed to the United States and joined the USS IDAHO.

Relieved of duty in the IDAHO in June 1934, he returned to Annapolis, Mary-
land, for postgraduate instructicn in radio (electronic) engineering. He comple-
ted the course in May 1936, and was assigned to the University of California,
Berkeley, for additional postgraduate work, receiving the Master of Science degree
in Electrical Engineering, after which he reported aboard the USS CONCORD. Con-
tinuing sea duty, he jolned the staff of Commander Destroyer Division NINETEEN
(later redesignated Destroyer Divisicn FIFTY) in April 1938, and served as Radio
end Sound Officer until June 1941..

Starting in July 1939, he set up and ran the technical program of the first
Fleet Sound School at San Diego, California, as additional duty.

In July 1941, he reported to the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D. C. There he served first as Ecad of the Underwater Sound Design Section,
Radio Division, and later as Head of Electronics Design Divisicn, from 1943 to
1946. He was awarded the Legion of Merit "for exceptionally meritorious conduct"
during his tour of duty in the Bureau of Ships. The citation further states:
“,.s(he) also designed sonic and supersonic underwater sound apparatus so urgently
required by the Fleet for the destruction of Axis submarines and Japanese shipping
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Detached from the Bureau of Ships in August 1946, he reported as Director
of the U. S. Navy Electronics Laboratory, Point Loma, San Diego, Califormia,
where he accomplished the post-war expansion of that Laboratory. In July 1950 he

was ordered to Washington, where he set up and became the first Director of the
Electronics Production Resources Agency, Department of Defense.

In October 1951 he reported to the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, where
he was assigned duty as Head of the liine Warfare Branch. Under orders of harch
20, 1953, he next served as Naval Inspector of Machinery and Naval Inspector of
Ordnance, General Electric Company, Schenectady, New York. In February 1954 he
reported to the Bureau of Ships for duty as Assistant Chief of the Bureau for
Electronics.



» Adm. R. Dennett, II, USH, Ret. Page 2

In December 1955 he was appuinted Chief of ilaval Research, with the rank
of Rear Admiral, taking office on January 3, 1956, In January 1959 he was
reappointed Chief of Naval Research for a second term and served in that
capacity until relieved of all active duty pending his retirement, effective
February 1, 1961.

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Chief of Naval Research from
January 1956 to December 1960..." he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a
Second Legion of Merit, The citation further states: '"Exercising the
highest order of judgnent and wise management, Rear Admiral Dennett has in-
sured the maximum scientific and engineering advancenent of the Navy..,"

Ordered to return to active Naval service, he reported on May 22, 1962
as Director of the Research and Development Study Group for the Management
Review of the Navy Department. Iic served in that capacity until December
2u, 1962, when he was released from active duty.

He is a Fellow of the Imnstitute of Radio Engineers, the Institute of
Electrical Engineers, the Acoustical Society, the American Assocation for
the Advancement of Science, and an honorary Fellow of the American Rocket
Society. He is a registered professional electrical engineer, State of
California,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Gold War, Rear Admiral Dennett
has the Yangtze Service lMedal; the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Clasp; American Campaign ledal; World War II Victory Medal; and the National
Defense Service Medal,
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