REAR ADMIFRAL FREDERICK JULIAN BECTON
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

A native of Des Arc, Arkansas, Admiral Becton entered the Naval
Academy in 1927 and was gradusted and cormuissioned Ensign on June h,
1931. Early in his nsvel career he served in the bettleships TEXAS and
ARKANSAS; the destroysrs EXESTCN sni BRECKINRIDGE, and from August 1935
until January 1938 on tsiztie Station, as Engineer Officer of the gunbcat
GUAM end destrcyer POFE. He returned to the Navel Acalemy in June 1938,
and while on duty &s an Instructcr ia the Department of Merine Engineer-
ing made the Midshirmen's cruise in iG39 cn board the TEXAS,

Ticer of the destroyer AARIN WARD at
.ater served ss her Commending Cfficer
p=hnese zir attack in the Guadeleansl

He was serving as
the outbrezk cf World

WED
prior to her sinking follswir
Tulagi Aree on April 7, igh3, 1In May he became Jperations Cfficer on the
Staff of Commender Iesiroyer Sguedron 21, attached toc the Tlegship NICHO-
LAS, which won the Fresidential Unit Gitetion for cutestanding performence
on the night of July 5-£, 19k3. He wes personzlly ewerded the Silver Star
Medal and a Letter of Cormendation Srom Ccarender South Pacific Force,
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At her commissicning on February 8, 16kh, he assumed commend of the

USS LAFFEY,; and for reritcricus periormence as thet destroyer's Cormand-
£ amghitious azssault on Nermaniy and bomberdment of

Cherbourg, France, wzs zwar2ed a Gcld Star in lieu of the second Silver
Medal, and the Frencn Crzix de Guerre with Star. Trarsferring to the
Pacific area, the LAFFZY won the Presidential Unit Citation, and he was
personally awarded tre Havy Cross and Geld Stars in lieu of the third and
fourth Silver Star Medsls., Prior to the cessaticn of hostilities he was
ordered to the Navy Dezirtment and on August 12, 1945, reported to the
Training Activity cf the Buresu of Naval Personnel, serving in 19L6 as
Officer in Charge cof <he Enlisted Training Section,
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He completed the Perscnnel Administration and Trazining course at
Northwestern Universisy in June 1948, and after duty as Executive (fficer
of the cruiser MANCEZSTER, September 1948 to April 1949, had fifteen
months' duty as Commerier Testroyer Division 202; his remment in the USS
A. M, SUMNER, He 2gzin served in the Zuresu of Navael Persomnel; and
after brief instructi-zn in 1G52, commended the USS GLYNN, a transport,
for two years, BHe cozleted a tour of duty in the Gffice of the Chief
of Navel Operations zs Lssistant to the Director of the Surface-Type
Warfare Divisicn end Zezd of the Combined ard Joint Training, and under
orders of September 20, 1556, commanded the battleship IOWA.

Assigned to the Nzvy Department in 1G58, he was Director of the
Enlisted Perscnnel Sivisicn, Bureau of Neval Persomnel end leter hed
instruction in the CZfice of the Chief of Neval Operstions., He next
served as Executive Tfficer to the Fersonnel Directorate, Joint Stef?f,
Joint Chiefs cf Stafz, weshington, D. C.
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In Septeniber 1959 he beceme Commander Cruiser Division FIVE, and
in July 1960 was assigned additional duty as Commander Mine Force,
Pacific Fleet. A month leter he relinquished command of Cruiser
Division FIVE, continuing to command Mine Force, Pacific Fleet and
from September 30, 1960 had additional duty as Commender Naval Base,

Los Angeles, California, In Cctober 1961 he reported as Comsander

Navel Reserve Training Command, Omsha, Nebraska and in September 196k
assumed duty as Naval Inspector General, Navy Depertment. In September
1965 he was designzted Deputy Navel Inspectcr General end served in that
capacity until relieved of active duty pending his retirement, effective
July 1, 1966.

5 August 1966
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UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

PERSONAL DATA:

Education: Hot Sprirgs, Arkansas, High School; U. S, Naval
Acedemy, Annapclis, Md. (BS, 1631); Northwestern University,
Evanston, Ill. (MS; Personnel Administration, 19L8); Naval
War College, Newport, R, I, (Strategy and Logistics, 1953)

PROMOTIONS:

Commissioned Ensiza, June L, 1531
Lieutenant ( junicr grade), June 4
Lieutenant, July 1, 1939
Lieutenant Commzrier, June 15, 1ghLg

Commender, Novermber 1, 1gh2

Captain, to dzts Irom January i, 1951

Rear Admiral; to izte from December 1, 1959

Transferred to zre Retired List of the U, S, Nevy, July 1, 1966

DECORATIONS AND MEDLIS:

Navy Crcss

Silver Star Medzl, with ‘hree Gold Stars

Commendstion Rizzon with one Bronze Star and Combat "v"

Presidential Urnit Citation Ribbon (USS NICHOLAS), with Blue Star
(USS LAFFEY)

China Service Mezz]

Americen Defense 3ervice Medel

Asiatic-pacific Campaign Medal with seven stars

European-Africen-Middle Eastern Campeign Medal

Amerlcan Campzigr Medal

World War II Viciory Medal

China Service Vedz3

National Defens Service Medal

Philippine Liverzticn Ridbon

Philippine Repucliz Presidential Unit Citation Badge

Croix de Guerre with Gold Star, by Government of France
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RAdm. F., J. Becton, USN, Ret.
CITATIONS:
Navy Cross: "For exitrsordinary hercism as Commanding Officer of

the USS LAFFEY in action sgesinst enemy Japanese forces off QOkinawa; on
April 16, 19k5. With his ship under savage attack by thirty hostlle

planes, Commander Zecton skiilfull countered the fanst cal enenmy
tactics, employing every ecneceiv: DWe meneuver and directing all his
guns in an intense and unrelenting barrage 0? Tire to rotect his ship

against the terrific cnsleught. Crashed by six of the cverwhelming
aerial force which penetrated the deadly sntiaircreft defense, the

USS LAFFEY, under his velient command fought fiercely for over twc hours
egainst the attackers, tlesting eight of the enemy out ¢f the sky. Al-
though explosions of the suiciie pleres and itwo sd@itional bombs caused
severe structural Zzmzge, loss cf zrmement and heevy personnel casusl-
ties, Commender Bezizn reizined compiste contw is ship, cooll
directing emergency repairs in the midst ot Turs 1" corbat, and emerged
at the clcse of the sgticn with his gellan efloat and still an
effective fightirz unis, .. "
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Silver Ster Meizl: “Tor conspisucus gailentry snd intrepidity as
Operaticns Officer zn <he S%tafl of Commender Dastroysr Sguadron Twenty=

TICS T AITAT A - e

One on the Flagshiz USS NICACLAS in night engegerents with enemy surface
forces in the Solcmon Islends Arez;, July 5 to 13 and August 17=¢8, 1943,
With complete undersisniing cf cbjsct teetics, (he) expertly

e 4
assisted and advised his Sgusiron Cormender in controlling and coordinau-

ing the sttecks of the venguerd destrcyers ci & cruiser-destroyer force
in which several snexy ships wers sunk ené mesny demsged. In & subsegquent
skillfully plenned =zsszult; his flagship led a destroyer civision egainst
an attacking force Ty coxbined gun and torpedc fire, caused the de-
struction of two desircyers, severe damsge to a third and the annihila-
tion of & number ¢ lsnding barges...”
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Gold Ster in Zleu cf the second Silver Star Medzal: '"For meritori-
ous performance of duity =25 Comending Officer of the USS LAFFEY during
the emphibious asszuli on Normendy, France in June 13Lk, end the bomberd
ment of enemy defezses et Cherbourg, France, June 25; lghk Commander
Becton meneuvered nis ship through heavily mined waters end under hreavy
and accurately “C:trci;ed ganfire from enemy shere petieries, protecting
vessels in the Wesisrn Task Forece Ares fronm enaxg surface foreces and sube-
marines, Duﬁlng ~ne tcrmbardment cof Cherbourg, though the USS LAFFEY
suffered light dsmeze from supericr enemy gunfire and was subjected to
further heavy and zzcurete fire (he) couregeously maintained a continu-
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ous fire on the supzsricr batteries {t¢ cover the retirement of the mine-
sweepers and battlesh 'ns, and. .., interposed himself between the shore bat-
teries and the otrzer units of the bcomberdment group to divert the fire

of the shore batisries from those units. Later in the action when again
subjected to heavy enemy fire that straddled the USS LAFFEY, (he) skilla
fully meneuvered zis ship to evade the fire an‘ pleced his sh;n in a
position to cover wiih gunfire or smoke the battleships then retiring

out of range of erercy baitteries,,.”



RAdm. F, J. Becton, USN, Ret.

Gold Star in lieu of the third Silver Star Medal: "For con-
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Commsnding Officer of the USS
LAFFEY during action against enemy Japsnese forces off Ormoc Bay, lLeyte,
Philippine Islands;, on December 7, 1944, Fighting his ship gallantly
in the face of withering fire from hostile shore batteries and constant
attack by enemy aircraft, Commsnder Becton boldly directed the IAFFEY's
accurate, determined gunfire against the heavily fortified hostile shores
to neutralize Japanese defenses and pave the way for our assaulting troops.
With a strong force of enemy aircraft stiempting to bomb and crash our
ships during retirement, he brought his powerful antiaireraft guns to
beer with deadly sccuracy, thereby providing an effective screen for the
convoy and insuring a safe withdrawsl,.."

Gold Star in lieu of the fourth Silver Ster Medal: ‘'For censpicue
ous gallentry end intrepidity as Commanding Cfficer of +he USS LAFFEY
during action against enemy Japanese forces in the Philippine Islends
Area in Jenuary 1Gi5. 3oldly penetrating dengerous restricted waters of
Lingayen Gulf during “he initial boxbardment =nd assauit st Luzon, Commend-
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er Becton fought his chip gallantly despite persistent sttacks by hostile
aircraft and devastating fire directed from capenese shore batteries, suc-
cessfully carrying out extensive anitiairersft screening missions, and bom-

bardment of heavily fortified positicns on the heach and providing effective
fire support for undervater demolition units. By his expert ship-handling,
brilliant leadership snd zealous devction +5 duty in the face of grave
peril, (he) contributei meterially to the success cf ocur forces in re-
capturing the Philirpines,,.™

Commendation Rivbon: ‘“About 1045 on the night of November 12-13,
19Lk2, our forces engzged units of the Japarese fleet in the Guadelcansl
Area, During this zctiZon the ship suffered 9 direct hits and had a
total of 70 casualties, killed and wounded. During the latter stages
vhile the action wzs s3ill in progress, Lieutensnt Commander Becton
made several trips tc the firerooms and engine rooms in order to attempt
to keep them in operziicn and esteblish communicaticns with the bridge.
Immediately after the ship went dead in the water, he took camplete
charge of the engineering devartment =nd under extremely difficult
circumstances and oty exceptional effcrt, regained power, enzbling the
ship to open the firirz range of an enemy battleship., It is considered
this action was vitzlly instrumental in saving the ship, as we were
shelled by this batilsship at a later time, and no further nits were
obtained on the ship."

Bronze Ster in lisu of second Commendation Ribbon: "For skille
ful and effective performence of duty as Operations Officer on the
staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-One in the night engage-
ments with enemy Jepznese surface forces off Kolombangere Island,

New Georgia Group, Solomon Islands, on July 5-6, and July 12-13, 1943,



RAGm. F, J, Becton, USN, Ret.

On both occasions the squadron flzgship led the destroyers in the van
and attacked enemy ships with guns and torpedoes. As a result of these
attacks several enemy ships were destroyed and demeged. By his courage~
ous and persevering performance of duty under fire, (he) materially
assisted the squadron Commander in controlling and coordinating the at-
tacks of the destrcyers in the van...®

Presidential Unit Citation (USS NICHOLAS): "For ocutstanding per-
formance in ection ageinst enemy Japanese forces off Kolombangara
Island; New Georgie Group, Solcmon Islends, on the night of July 5=6,
1943, After weging & vigorous battle &s part of the smell Taesk Force
which destroyed & supericr Japenese surfsce fcree, the NICHOLAS remsined
behind with en sccompenying cesiroyer to save the survivors of the tore
pedoed USS HELENA, Forced to clesr the =ree on three cccasions during
rescue cperations, she gallantly fought off continuing attacks by Jepe=
nese warships emerging from Kule Gulf and;, with the cther destroyer,
senk or damegec an enemy light cruiser a2nd two destroyers with desdly
torpedo and gurfire, returning to the erea sfter each onslsught to come
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plete the herciz rescue of more then seven nundred survivors.,."

Blue Ster in lieu of second Presidentisl Unit Citation (USS LAFFEY):
"For extraordirary hercisr in action =5 & Picket Ship on Reder Picket
Station Number Cne during an sitack by approximately thirty eneny Jepz=-
nese planes, tririy miles ncrtawest cf the Northern tip of Okinews,
April 16, 19L5. rigating her guns valifantly against waves of hostile
suicide plenes rliunging toward her from all &irections, the USS LAFFEY
sent up relentless barrages of antisircreft Fire during an extremely
heavy and concentrated air attack. Repeatedlly finding her targets, she
shot down eighi enemy planes clear of the ship and damaged six more
before they crezsned on boerd. S+ruck by two bombs, crash-dived by
suicide plenes znd frequently strafed, she withstood the devastating
blows unflinchirgly and; despite severe Camsge and heavy casualties,
continued to fight effectively until the last plane had been driven
off. The courzze, superd seamsnship and indamiteble determination of
her officers ani men enzbled the IAFFEY to defest the enemy agzinst

almost insurmour<esble oids...”
CHRCNOLOGICAL TZLNSCRIPT 0OF SERVICE:

Jul 1931 - Mey 1332 USS TEXAS (Engineer Duty)

May 1932 - Apr 1533 USS ARKANSAS (Gunnery Division)

May 1933 - Sep 1334 USS W. B. PRESTON (First Lieutenant, Gunnery)

Sep 1934 - Jul 1335 USS BRECKINRIDGE {First Lieutensnt, Gurnery)

Aug 1935 = Oct 1936 USS GUAM (Engineering and Commnications)

Oct 1936 - Jen 1338 USS POPE (Engineering Officer)

Mey 1938 - Mey 1339 U, S. Neval Acsdemy (Marine Engineering)

Jun 1939 - Aug 1339 USS TEXAS (Instructor, Midshipmen's Cruise)

(1.c.) 1k Jun LooJen L2 USS GLEAVES (ffo end Executive Officer)

(i.c.) b Mer Lz-spr 43 USS AARON WARD (ffo and Executive Officer,
11 months; Commending Cfficer 2 months)
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Mey 1943 - Oct 1943 USS NICHOLAS (Operations Officer on Staff of Cdr.,
Destroyer Squadron 21) 3 months of instruction at
Flt. Sonar School, Key West Fla., and Naval Train-
ing Station, Norfolk, Va.

Feb 19Lk - gul 1945 uyss 1aFFEY (CO)

Aug 1945 - Aug 1946 Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department (Train-
ing Activity) May 1946 designated Officer in
Charge, Enlisted Training Section

Aug 19L6 - Jun 1948 NROTC, Northwestern University (Instruction in
Personnel Administration end Training)

Sep 1948 - Apr 19L9 USS MANCHESTER (x0)

Apr 1949 - Jul 1950 USS ALIEN M, SUMNER (ComDesDiv 202)

Aug 1950 = Jul 1952 Bureau of Naval Persomnel (Head, Complement and
Allowence Branch)

Jul 1952 =~ Jun 1953 Kaval War College (Instruction in Strategy and
Tactics)

Jun 1953 - Oct 195k USs GLYNN (APA-239)(CO)

Oct 195k - Nov 1956 Office of Chief of Naval Operations (Hd. Plamming
and General Surface Requirements Branch)

Nov 1956 - Feb 1958 USS IOWA (EB-61){C0)

Feb 1958 - Jun 1958 Bureau of Naval Persornel, Navy Dept. (Director,
Enlisted Perscnnel Div,)

Jun 1958 - Sep 1958 (ffice of CNO, Navy Dept. (instruction)

Sep 1958 - Aug 1959 Joint Staff, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Wash., D, C.
(Executive Cfficer, Personnel Directorate)

Sep 1959 - Jul 1960 Commander Cruiser Division FIVE; addu from 7/60
as Commander Mine Force, Pacific Fleet

Aug 1960 - Oct 1961 Commender Mine Force, Pacifiec Fleet, with additionel
duty from 9/30/60 as Commander Nevel Base, Los
Angeles, Calif.

Oct 1961 - Sep 196l Commander Naval Reserve Training Command, Omeha, Neb.

Sep 196L - Sep 1965 %aval Inspector General, Navy Dept.

Sep 1965 Deputy Naval Inspector General, Navy Dept.

1 July 1966 Transferred to the Retired List of the U, S. Navy

Navy Office of Informetion
Internal Relations Division (0I-430)
5 August 1966





