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CAPTAIN IAWRENCE L. BEAN, MEDICAL CORPS, U. S. N.

Lawrence Lytton Bean was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, on March 27,
1900, son of William L, and Sallie Koontz Bean, both now deceased. He received
his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Tennessee (Knoxville) in
1921, and the degree of Doctor of Medicine from Vanderbilt University,at Nash-
ville, in 1925. He served a rotating internship at Knickerbocker Hospital in
New York City from 1925 to 1927, and the next two years held a Residency in
Surgery at New York Post Graduate Hospital and Medical School.

He had World War I service during the period September to December 1918
as a member of the Fifth Infantry Officers Training School, Camp Pike, Arkan-
sas, and from June 1925 to June 1930, after his graduation from Medical School,
he served as First Lieutenant in the U. S, Army Medical Corps Reserve. Commis-
sioned lieutenant Commander in the Medical Corps of the U. S. Naval Reserve,
on April 15, 1942, he began actibe service a month later, and in February 1946
was transferred from the Naval Reserve to the U. S. Navy in the rank of Com-
mander. He subsequently attained the rank of Captain, to date from August o
1939.

Reporting first to the U. S. Naval Training Station, San Diego, Cali-
fornia, he served from May to August 1942 in the Dispensary there. He then
joined the USS HORNET, and was serving as Surgeon on board that aircraft car-
rier when she was sunk by the Japanese on October 26, 1942, In November 1942
he reported as Senior Medical Officer on:board the USS HELENA, which after par-
ticipating in the capture and defense of Guadalcanal and the Third Savo opera-
tion, was also sunk by the Japanese, on July 7, 1943, Again a survivor, he
then served for ten months as Surgeon and Ward Medical Officer of Mobile Hog-

pital Unit #4, at Auckland, New Zealand.

From July 1944 until July 1945 he served as Surgeon and War Medical
Officer at the Naval Hospital, Long Beach, California, and in August became
the Senior Medical Officer of the USS WISCONSIN, which was present at Tokyo at
the termination of World Wer II. Detached in February 1946, he returned to
the Naval Hospital, Long Beach to serve as Chief of Surgery until April 1950.
In May he reported as Chief of Surgery at the U, S. Naval Hospital, Guam, Mar-
ianas Islands., Therc he also served as Chairman of the Tumor Board and of the
Clinical Conference; as Chief of Surgery at Guam Memorial Hospital; Dean of
the Medical Shool for Medical Assistants, Guam; and as President of the Board
of Governors of the Officers Club, during the period ending in June 1952.

Detached from the Naval Hospital, Guam, as Chief of Surgery and Chair-
man of the Tumor Board, he had similar duty 'at the Naval Hogpital, Great Lakes,
Illinois, for three years, after which he served for two years at the Naval
Hospital, Corona, California. Under orders of September 19, 1957, he was as-
signed to Fleet Activities, Sasebo, Japan, and on February 9, 1959, was order-
ed detached for duty at the Naval Station, Long Beach, California.
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Captain Bean is entitled to the Ribbon for the Navy Unit Commenda-
tion awarded the USS HELENA (CA-5C) for heroic service at Cape Esperance in
October 1942, in the Battle of Guadalcanal (Third Savo) in November 1942, and
operations at Kula Gulf in July 1943. He also was awarded the Purple Heart
Medal for wounds received in action. In addition to these, he has the Victory
Medal (for World War I service); the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one
silver and four bronze stars (nine operations); Ameriean Campaign “ledal; World
Yar II Victory lledal; Mational Defense Service Medal.

A member of the American tedicdl #esociation, Fellow of American Collerc
of Sureons, and Diplomate of ‘American Board of Surgery, Dr. Bean is author of:
Carcinemia, the Signoid; Adrenal Tumors, Primary Tumors of the Liver, Recurrent
Hernia, and many other medical papers. His college fraternities are Sigma Chi
(social) and Phi Chi (medical), and he is a member of Scarabean Honor Society.

Navy Office of Information
Biographies Branch
17 February 1959



	001
	002



