CAPT,LIN GUY EVANS BAKER, U, S. NAVY, RETIRED

- NAVAL pisTamy nuacio
Captain Baker was born on Septomber 6,1 6, ‘at Lyhchburg,®

Virginia, son of Henry Wallacc Baker and Mrs. Erma (Polk) Bakecr. He
received his carly education in the public schools »f Lynchburg and
cntercd the U. S. Naval Acadeny as Midshipman fron Virginia on Junec
o4 1903, He was graduated on September 12, 1906, with the Class of
1907, and scrved the two years at sea, then required by law before
being cormissioned, in the USS TENNESSEE. Commissioned Ensign in
September 1908, he attained the rank of Captain on June 30, 1932,
He was transferred to the Retired List of the Navy on January 1, 194

Captoin Baker scrved aboard the USS TENNESSEE, the USS ST, LOUIL
ond again in the TENNESSEE, from his cormissioning in 1908 until the
surmer of 1913, when he returned to the Naval «cadeny for two years'
duty as Assistant Discipline Officer. Ordered again to sea, he serve
consccutively from July 1915 to August 1918 aboard the battleships
GFORGIA oand KANSAS. He was on duty as Engineer Officer sf the latte:
vessel throughout the greater part of World War I, while she operatec
with the Atlantic Fleet.

Again returning to the Naval Academy, Captain Baker served as ar
snstructor in the Department of Navigation from July 1918 until June
1920, during which period he had tomporary duty aboard the USS WYOM-
ING, in connection with the Midshipnen's cruise. He next reported
t5 the USS CONNECTICUT as Navigator, and in Decenber 1920 he assuned
cormand o»f the USS SCORPION, statiosn ship at Constantinople, Turkey,
and while in that cormand had additional duty 1n 1921 as U, 8. Nayvsl
Port Officer at Constantinople. Rclieved on Decerber 3% L1920 he
returned to the United States via the BRAZOS, and reported to the
Fifth Naval District Headquartcrs, Norfolk, Virginia, whorc he had
duty from Deccrber 1922 until May 1925. He was designated, early in
1925, as seniosr member of the Fifth District Secetion of the Joint
Merchant Vessel Board.

Early in the sumrier o>f 1925, Captain Baker procceded to Asiatic
Station, where at Shanghai, China, he assuned cormand of the USS
RIZAL, and later became Commander, Mine Detachrent, #Asiatic Flect.
Transferred to cormand of the USS PEARY, he had additional duty as
Commander Destroyer Division 43, Asiatic Fleet, until July 1926,
when he again transferred, this time to command of the USS BLACK HAW
Detached from Asiatic Station in November 1927, he returned to the
Fifth Naval District for duty as Psort Director, Naval Transportation
Service, until June 1928.

After complecting the Senior Course at the Naval War College in
1929, Captain Baker remained at Newport, Rhode Island, to serve for
a year on the staff of the President. He returned to sea in May 193
as Executive Officer of the battleship IDAHO and in 1921 becanc idide
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Sacthe gtaff of Commandor Scouting Force, Y. 3. Filcet (Uss SUGUST..,
fl&qshi;) in which capacity he remoined until Junc 1932. -

Captain Baker served as Héad >f thé Department of Modern Lan-
guages, ot the Noval acadeny, Annapolis, Meryland, from July 1932
until Junc 1935, nt which time he was ordered to duty in cornng
of the heavy crulser HOUSTON., In the fall of 1935, the USS HOUSTON,
under command of Captain Baker, was assigned to special duty with the
President of the United States, Franklin D. Rocsevelt, for his cruise
to Portland, Oregon. Captain Baker received a Letter of Commendation
from the President following that cruise. He continued in command of
the HO'ISTON until July 20, 1937, during which period the Prcsident

made several other cruises aboard.

Captain Baker sailed for Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he
secved as Advisor to the Argentine Navy Department from August 1957
oril August 1940. “Thereafter he returned to the Navy Department,
Yashington, D, C., for duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions. Detached in April 1941, he became Chief of Staff and Alde to

Commandant, Sixth and Seventh Naval Districts, with additional duty

as Captain of the Yard, Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C. Detached from

tlis Seventh Naval District assignment in 1042, he continued the other
duties throughout World War II, and during that period placed in com-~
mission many newly completed vesscls of various sizes and types to be

come fighting units of the U. 5. Fieet.

~ In November 1945 Captain Baker was dctached from the Sixth
Naval District and reported in December of that year for General
Court Martial duty in the First Naval District, Bostnn, Massachusetts
until me was relieved of all active duty in September 1946, pending

retirement. He was transferred to the Retired List of the Navy on

Januamry 1, 1947.

(Gaptain Baker has the‘World War I Victory Medal, the Yangtze

and for World War II services 1is entitled to the Am-~

Servi_ce Medal
: Area Campaign Medal; and

erica . n Defense Service Medel; the American
the VWorld War II Victory Medal.

DE A S e AC e

8 November 1948





