REAR ADMIRAL FELIX LOCKE BAKIR,
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Felix Locke Baker was born.in Homestead, Oklahoma, on January 7,
1898, the son of Mr, Ed Baker and Mrs, Lula Belle Locke Baker. He
attended grade and high schools in Watonga, Oklahoma, before entering
the Naval Aeademy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Sixth Oklahoma
District in 1916, During World War I he had scrvice as a midshipman
in the USS UTAH, the USS RHODE ISLAND, and the USS NEW HAUPSIIRE,
Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 6, 1919 with the Class of
1920, he advanced through the various grades to the rank of Captaln
to datc from June 18, 1942. He was transferrcd to the Retlrced List
of the Navy in the rank of Rear Admiral on thc basls of combat ci-
tations, effective June 30, 1948,

Following graduation, he was assigned duty in the USS DE KALB,
then on transport duty between Newport News, Virginia, and European
ports., In December, 1919 he was transferrcd to the USS PENNSYLVANTIA.
Two ycars later he was ordercd to duty with Destroycr Squadrons,
Pacific Flcet, ecrving successively in thc USS CROSBY, USS PALMER,
and USS YOUNG, He was scrving in the USS YOUNG when she and selx
other destroycrs were grounded and wrecked off Point Honda, Califor-
nia on September 8, 1923. With thersurviving crow membpers from the
YOUNG, he reportcd, on Scptember 24, to the Destroyer Baso, San Dicgo
California, in conngetion with fitting out and rccommissioning the
USS HENSHAW, and scrved aboard that dcstroycr from Scptember 27, 19238
until Fecbruary, 1924,

Ordercd to the Naval Air Station, Pcnsncola, Florida, for flight
training, hc was designated Naval Aviator on August 15, 1924. In
November of that ycar, he had duty with Alreraft Squadrons, Battle
Flcect, and was assigned to Fighting Squadron CNZ. Attached to tho
old carricr, USS LANGLEY, he participated in the early development
of dive bombing operations. Returning to the Naval aAlr Station,
Pensacola, in December, 1926, for a tour of duty, he flcw Tor scveral
wecks with relicf forces during the Mississippl River floods of the
spring of 1927. 48 a flight instructor at Pensacola, he taught
Flcet Admiral King, Rear Admiral A, B. Cook, among other most prom-
inent Naval Aviators.

In November, 1929; he was assigned to Fighting Squadron TWO
attached to the USS LANGLEY, iater to the USS LEXINGTON, From July,
1932 until June, 1934, he was Commanding Officer of the Naval Rescrvc
Aviation Base, Sqguantun, Massachusctts, and during both years of hls
command, Squantum took first place in compctltion, belng adjudged
the most efficient of all the Navy Rescrve Bases in the Unitcd Statces.
He served as test pllot for members of Harvard Hedical School and the
Navy, who were invcestigating the physical effcects of sharp pull-outs
and extendcd accelerations,

In July, 1934 he assumed command of the USS PELICAN, scaplane
tender, at Honolulu, Hawaii, and in Novombor, 1335, he took comnand
¢f{ Fatrol Squadron ONE, based at Pcarl Harbor, Aifter a fthrcec year
tour of duty in the Bureau of Acronautics, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D, C., he rcturned to sea duty in the USS BaRNEZGaTl as Commanding
Officer, and served from August, 1240 until July, 1942, Hc assumed
command of Patrol Wing SEVEN, and in January, 1943, was assigned to
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additional duty on the staff of Commander Task Force TWENTY-FOUR,

He transferred in July, 1943 to headduarters of Commandcr Bagtern Seca
Frontier and was assigned duty as Commander of Flcet Air Wing NINE,
with additional duty as Alr Officer, Eastern Sea Frontier, Norfolk,
Virginia. During this perlod, his command consisted of morc than
twenty squadrons, and was engaged in anti-submarine warfarc.

Detachad frem that duty in June, 1944, he had orders to report
to Newport News sShipbullding and Dry Dock Company, Newport HNows,
Virginia, in connection with the fitting out of the USS RaNDOLPH, and
assumed command of that carricr upon her commissioning, Octobor 9,
1944, His ship sct a rccord for heavy carriers getting into action,
as three monthi-plus a weck later she was in action in support of the
asseult on Iwo Jima. Hec was awarded the Bronze Star Medal "For
distinguishing himself by mcritorious scrvice in connection with .
operations against the oncny during the perlod 17 april, 19«0 to
28 May, 1945, while scrving as Commanding Officor of a United Statcs
alrcraft carrier, He developed his ship and its embarked alr group
into an efficient fighting team, thereby rendering a valuable con-
tribution to the success of our operations , . "

At Guam in June, 1945, he was the first to use "Opcration
Pinwheel", the Navy's ingenious method of manceuvering giant alrcraft
carricers by the use of planes secured to their flight decks. Since
that time, this pivoting maneuver has becn used in occasional cmer-
geney situations,; and may find a permanent use as an auxiliary to,
and in some cascs substitute for, harbor tug:s.

When rolicved of command of the RaNDOLPH on July 26, 1945, he
nexi reportced for duiv in the Office of the doputy Chlef of Naval
Operations (Air), Neuy Dwpartment, wherc he scrved as Chicf of the
Flight Section. He¢ Led orders in June, 1948 to duty as Burecau of
Aeronautics representative at McDonnel alrcraft Corporatlon of
St, Louis, Missouri, and was so servingwenrelicved of all active
duty pending his retircment, June 30, 194C.

In addition to the Bronze Star Mcdal, Rear Admiral Baker has the
Victory Medal, atlantic Flect Clasp; amcrican Defensc Service lMedal,
Fleet Clasp: Burcpceun- African-Middic Zastern Campsign Medal; the
American Campoign Ycdzl,; the Asiatic-Paciflce Carpaign lMedal, Warld
War II Victory ledal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.
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