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REAR ADMIRAL BOWALD G, BAFR, UNITED STAYES FNAVY, REYIRED

!

Donald G, Paer was bora in Udiontown, Permsylvania, on July 4, 1015,

. attended Bullils Preparatory School in Washington, D. C,, and enlered the

U. S, Naval Academy, Annapclis, Maryland, on appolntment from Pernsylvanis.,

- As a Midshipman he was a member of the Track Team for four yesrs, Graduated

and commissioned Ensign on June '3, 1037, he subsequently advanced uo the
rank of Resr A&eral to date from January 1, 1965 ' : ‘

. After'graduatlon.from the Naval Academy he was assigned téjthé uss

OKLAMCMA, in which he served as a junior officer from June 1937 until

Novewber 30, 1939. -He attended the Submarine School in New London, Con-
necticut from Januvary to. Juns 19LC then served in various. cepaciiies in

" the USS 8-20. On April 25, 1941, he joined the USS S-30 as Executive

Officer and was serving in that capaclty at the outbreak of World War 11,

CDetached on January 9, 1943, he served from Februsry 27, that year, until
May 26 of the next as Englneer Offlcer, later Executive Oleﬁer of the

USS PATDIE,

_‘ He was awsrded the Bronze Star Medal with Couwbat V¢ and eitaﬁwoa=
"For meritorious service as Assistant Approach Officer of the USS PADDLE

‘during the Third Wer Patrol of that vessel in enemy-countrolled waters of

the Southvest Pacific from March 19 to May 12, 19hk, - Skilled in the per-

- formence of his duties, Lieutenant Commander Baer rendersd invaluahls

agsistance to his commanding officer in sinking two enemy ships. snd in-
flicting demage on a third..." X o - -

On August 16, 19hk, he assumed command of the USS LAPON which won
the Navy Unit Commendstlon for heroic service in the Pacifie, He was

“personally awarded the Navy Cross "For extracrdinary heroism as Cosmand.-
ing Officer of (that submarine) during her Sikth War Patrol in enemy
- Japanese-controlled waters in the South Chins Ses Area from September &

to October 31, 194k, The ecitation continues: “Skillfully meneuvering
hig ship, Commander Raer conducted a series of: three abtacks upon hesvily
escorted enemy shipping convoys; which resulted in the sinking of four

' hostile vessels. Although his submarine was subjected to severe depth
charge ahblacks, often close to shore, he succeeded in b?nnglnﬁ tﬁ LAPGN

safe to port..."

- Completing his eleVEﬁbﬂ WA pSLTOl thres as Commanding OffiCE“ he
remained in command of the LAPON after the war until February 1, m§46
then successively commanded the USS REMORA snd USS SEA -CAT, Detached from
the latter, he reported for duty on the Staff of Commander Submarine

Squadron TWO as Fngineering end Material Officer, From June 6, 1948 %o
- Cetober 16, 1951, he had shore duty as Engineer and Repair Officer, and
- as War Plans Officer, at the Submarine Base, New London, and fon a yeay
 thereafter was BExecutive Officer of the USS ORION, a submarine tender,

For a brief periocd he served as Commanding OIflLC? of the USS ORICH,
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fle was Division Commander of Submarine Division SIXTY-THREE during
the period Novenber 16, 1952 to January 8, 1954, and on February 2, that
year, reporbed to the Cffice of the Chief of Naval Opevations, Navy Dee
partment, Washington, D, €., to serve as Material and Logisties Evaluator

in the Progress Analysis Group, He remained theve uabil August 15, 1956
when he reported as a student at the Industrial Collsge of the Armed Forces,
Washington, D. €. He was graduated and was detached on June 12, 1957,
and from July 3, thabt year until August 1958 he commanded the USS FUITON
(AS-11). He next served in the Polltlco-Military Policy Division, Office
of the Chief of Naval Cperations until Mey 12, 1959, when he beczme a
Special Assistant to the Chief of Naval Operations. In October 1960 he
agsuved command of Submarine Squadron ONR, where he was responsible for
the Regulus Missile Submwarine in the Pacific., IHe was prLjdl<Aq~;btanh
to the Chief of Haval Persoansl for Leadership, Navy Department firom
October 1961 to September 1963,

He then became Chief of Staff and Aide to the Deputy Commander Sub-
marine Force, U, S, Atlantic Fleet. On May 28, lO(h he was selected for
promotion to Rear Admiral and in August that vcav agsuned comsand of the
U, 8, Haval Base, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Tslands. “For exczpiional-
1y meritorious service,,.(in that capacity) from August 1964 to August 1966
cos He was awarded the Leglon of Merit, The citation contimies in part: ,
"Shortly after the Gulf of Toukin incident, (he) was faced with the problem
of indefinitely supporting the entire SEVERTH Fleet with facllitiss, money
and personnel allowsnces desigured to support only s small part of that
Fleet.,.Be accomplished his difficult task and, &
planned rehsbilitation of existing and construcitlc
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of neyw Facilities,

With the complebe support of all levels of the Da;-¢bment of Daefense, he
‘has transformed the U, 3, Naval Base Subic dnto an cuistandingly effective

Fleet Operating Base, Through arduous perseverancs he reclaimed
Recreation Area on Gronds Island

2

the Jungle, a mwagnificent Fleet Rest and I
that is offten utilized by SEVENIH Flest ships visiting Subice Bay. . 3By his
avowed dedication to the principles of eivie action and his cons tﬁht DY

sonal assistance in disaster sreas and the initiation of a leh@blﬁltathﬂ
progream which has alded displeced Negrito tribesmen, Rear Admiral Baer has
advanced Filipino-imerican relations to a ney level...,"

In September 1966 he reported as Commader Submarine Flotills 8IX
and "Tor meritorious service from September 25, 1066 to October 3¢, 19567
... in that copacily, he was, u!@fd”d tha Navy Comipendedtion Mednl., The
citation further states in garbt: ", .. Reay Aamlral Basr exercised nili-
tary and cperational. commsnd over s major portlon of the Submarins Fovce,
U. 8, Atlantic Fleet during & period of unprecendented growth,  Tu parti-
cular, he skillfwily supervised the post~construction and n0°*movcv ALl
predeployment treining, Dewonstration end Shakedovn Operations {DASO), _
. and tactical load-out periods for the fleet Ballistic Missile Submerines,...
(fle) ensured the successful operabtion of two SSBYN rep]eﬁlgbhent sites '
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~dnd the effective Tunetioning of offecrew support operations et Charles-
ton, South Carolina, In the suceessful accomplishment of all his assigned
dutlns, as well as the additional NATO duty of Commander Submsrins Foree,

Eastern Atlantic Ares (Designate), he demonstrated the flnest degree
of Judgment. and dedication, provinhg himsei? Lo be a moso 8ftfculate and
1mpressive spokeman for the Navy,,n i '

| In Decenber 1967 he became Deputy Chief of Naval Maberlel { Progrems
and Financial Managmment)f Favy Department and “for exceptionally weri-
vorious conduct.,." in that capacity from December 1067 to Jume 1970 was
awarded a Gold Star in'lieu of the Second Legion of Me?it The eiftation

coatlﬂues in part;

" . .Rear. Admlral Baer was the moving forbe in Teshanlgg the overall
llﬂ&ﬂ?lﬁ] control policies, practices and ofwajwzatlonai patierns in the
- Naval Materiel Commend in a tucbulent and fast~changing Finsncial situa-
tion resulting from ever-constricting budsets. With prodigious and creag-
tive effort, he Influenced the Navy.to adopt a sounder hasis Ffor controlling
more “than half of the Wavy's snnual budget, which provided the maierial
gunport to the Operating Foreeg of the Navy, Including the éfforts in Scouth-
east Asia,,g(He) rendered valusble and distinguished service and ponbtrie =
buted jwmmessurably to both the immedlame and lonﬂmrange material readi-

ness of the Navy,,.'
: He was transferred to ‘the Rebired List of the U, S, Nayy’bn‘dﬁly 1,
1970 « - . - E : . ) o 7

co In ad&1blon o tne Navy Croas, Leﬂion of MeriL with Gold Staxj Bronze
Star Medal with Combat "V," the Navy Commendation Medal, apd the Havy Unit
Commendation Ribbon (USS LAPOV), Rear Admiral Baer has the American Defense
Service Medal with bronze "A"; American Campaign Medal; Aslatic-Pacific
Campaign. Medsal with one operation star; World War II Victory Medal; Na-

. tional Defense Service Medal with bronze star; and the Philippine Libers-
tlon Ribbon with two stsrs., He also has the Pnllloine Pr831den££31 Unit
Citation Eaége and the Submarine Combat Insignla

His hobbles are model bulidlng} wood worklng) photography9 cﬁ;
flover nacdenlng, He also enjoys golf add €w1mm1nga ) . ]

Navy GfIlCL of Informatlon
Internal Relations DlvisiOﬂ,(OImLSO) :

' ‘ 9 February 1971






