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COMMODORE HARRY A, BADT, UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED.

Harry Asher Badt was born in Tylern,. Texas, on September 22 188k,
He completed high school In Mt. Pleasant;, Texas, prior to enterlng the
U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland on appointment from his naw

tive state in 1904, Graduated on June 5,. 1908, he served the two years

at sea, as then requlred by law, before he was commissioned Ensign on
June 6, 1910, He subsequently advanced in rank to that of Commodore,-
to date from September 8, 19Ul and was transferred, in that rank, to
the Retlred List of. the U S. Navy on April Ts J.91L'T

After graduatlon from ‘the Naval Academy in 1908 ‘he joined the
USS WEST VIRGINIA and in June 1909 tramsferred to the USS YORKTOWN.
He reported on board the USS CALIFORNIA in May 1910 and while sttached
to that battleshlp partielpated in the Nicaraguan Campaign in 1912,

" From August 1913 until Oectober 191k he continued duty aflost as Senlo“r'

Engineer Officer of the USS ANNAPOLIS and as such took part in the ocw
cupation of Vera Cruz in 1911L He next attended the Postgraduate School,
Annapolis, Marylsnd, and during the period September 1915 to June 1916

- conbinued instruction at Columbia Universilty, New York, New York, from

which he rece:LVed the degree of Master o:f Seience In Mechanical Engit-
neering, _ '

Ordered to the Navy Yard, New York, New York, he assisted in
fitting out the USS ARIZONA and Jjoined that battleship as Assistant .
Engineer Officer upon her commissioning on October 17, 1916. Detached

from the ARIZONA in April 1917, he agaln had fitting out duty, this

time In the USS MINNFAPOLIS, bullding at the Navy Yard, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, He reported on board that crulser as Engineer Officexr

“upon her commissioning, July 3; 1917 and whille on board the MINNEA=- .

POLIS participated in the convoy of troop transports and cargo ships

- in the Atlantic during World Wer I, He served brlefly in the USS MINNEw

SOTA, April to September 1918, then again reported on board the USS
ARIZONA to serve as Navigator, The ARIZONA operated with the Naval
Forces in British waters and in December 1918 sssisted in escorting
the GEORGE WASHINGTON, which trensported President Woodrow Wilson to

Breat, France N

From June 1920 to February 1923 he was assigned to the Buresu of

| - Navigation, Navy Department, Washington, D, C., after which he com-

manded the USS SIMPSON, operating with Navel Forces in Europe, Under
his command, the SZEME’SON agslsted in the evacuation of Greek and Armenisn
refugees from Turkey., Detached from command of that des troyer in

 July 1924, he was ordered to the Williem Crawp and Sons Company,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvanis, where the USS MARBIEHEAD was bullding.
He served as Engineer Officer from her commissioning, September 8,
192& tntll Januery 1926, particlpating in a Pacific eruise, visting

. ports at Hawall, Australias, New Zealend, Samoa and Tahiti,
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. In March 1926 he returned to the Naval Academy, where he was an
Instructor in the Depaftment Electrical Engineering and Physles untill
June 1928, after which he commanded the USS NOKOMIS, That vessel, _
under his commend, participated in hydrographic surveys off the northe TG
east coast of Cuba. Agaln assigned as an Instructor in the Department S
of Electrical Engineering at the Naval Academy, he remained there from
June 1930 to January 1933 and the next month assumed command of the
© USS ARGONNE, In addition, he served as Commsnder of the Aleutlan Is-
"lands Survey Expedition, concentrating in charting the Adak-Atka area.
In April 1934 he reported as Operations Officer on the Staff of Com~’
mander Minecraft, Battle Force and Commsnder Minecraft, U, S. Fleet;
USS OGLALA flagship., During the summer of 1934, the OGLALA, based
at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawail, was temporarily sttached to the
Aleutian Islands Survey Expedition. The charts prepared by this exe
pedition and the previous one were used by our forces during World

Waxr IT,

He headed the Recrulting Section, Bureau of Nawvigation, Navy De~

- partment, from July 1935 to June 1937, after which he attended the
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island., Completing instruction there
in May 1938, he next assumed command of the USS TUSCALOOSA., On December
© 18, 1939, while that crulser was operating on neutrality patrol in the
Atlantic Ocean, she sighted the German ship COLUMBUS., She escorted
the German vessel until the latter reached the three hundred mile
1imit’ on December 19, there the Nazi craft was sighted by a British
destroyer. The German skipper scuttled and abandoned his ship and

the five hundred and seventy-six survivors were taken on board the
TUSCGALOOSA and transported to New York. o :

Detached from the TUSCALOOSA in April 1940, he returned to the
Bureau of Navigation (redesignated in 1942 the Bureau of Navel Pex-
sonnel), where he was Director of the Enlisted Personnel Division une
t11 April 1942, then became Director of Speclal Projects. In the
latter capaclty, he was the Bureau of Naval Persomnel representative

in the plenning, bullding and organization of the Naval Training Sta~
tions, Farrvagut, Idahos Bainbridege, Maryland and Ssmpson, New. York.
In September 1942, he reported as Commanding Officer (title changed
to .Commandant in October 1942) of the Naval Training Station (rede=
gignated in April 19kl Commander Navael Training Center)., '"Por exe
ceptionally meritorious conduct...from September 16, 1942 to November
1, 1945.,.." he was awarded the Legion of Merit. The citation further

states 1In parbs:

- "Entering upon the vital task of fulfllling the demands of the
Fleet for urgently needed enlisted personnel, Commodore Badt was per=
sonally responsible for establishing and placing into operation a vast
naval training progrem. Exereising initlative and judgment, he sbly
~ coordinated the varied activitles of this continually expanding stetion
. for an efflcient progrem during a eritilcal period of the war..." '
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On June 17, '19'%-, he was awarded the honorary degree of Dochor
of Laws by Hobart College, Genevs, New York. -

He was relleved of active duty on June 1, 1946 and after hospitaliw
zatlon wag transferred to the Retired List of the U, S, Navy on April

-_l, -19)4'70‘- R o

In addition to the Leglon of Merit, Commodore Badt had the Nie

caraguan Campaign Medaly Mexicen Serviee Medal; Vietory Medsl, Escort

Clasp (World Wer I); American Defense Medal, Fleet Clasps Americen

- Compalgn Medal; and the World War II Victory Medal,

He died at the Naval Eospi‘ta},_Bethesda, Maryland,f on September

'8, 967, 1 C

- Ravy Office of Information’

Internal Relations Division (0I=L30)
22 September 1969 :






