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ADMTIRAL OSCAR CHARLES BADGER
UNITED STATES NAVY (RETIRED) .

‘Oscar Charles Badger, born in Waghington, D. C. on June 26,
1890, son of the late Rear Admiral Charles J. Badger, U.3.N.,
wag appointed to the United States Naval Academy by Pregident
Theodore Roosevelt in 1907, the fourth generaticn of his family
to chooge the Navy as hig carcer., While a midchipnan, ne won
national distinction as an expert rifle and pistoel shot, and
his name was engraved on the cup presgented annually by the
General Society, Sons of the Hevolubion, tofns midshirman moetb
proficient in practical ordnance and guinary. :

Graduating in June 1911, he sgerved aflcat as a "passed
midshipman,” then required by law, until March 7, 1912, when

he was commissionsed Ensign. He subwequently progressed in grade
“until his promoticn to Rear Admival to date from Apeil 24, 1942,
He wae designated Vice Admiral by the Pregident of the United
States on December 13, 1945, which rank he retalned, except du-
ring a brief period of shore duty, until his redfiremeni on July
1, 1952, when he was advanced to the rank of Admiral on the bagis
of cowbat awards. Shovritly after gradustion from the Haval Rca-
demy, while attached to the battleship UTAH, he participated in
the landings at Veracruz, Mexico in April 1914, and wae awarded
the Medal of Honor for congpicuous conduct in bhattle, leading
hiz men with ski1ll and courage.

: After serviece aboard the UTAH, PARKER, MAINE, and the newly
commissioned ARIZONA, he was assigned in December 1917 for dutly
with the destroyer force in Buropean waters during World War I,

fter brief seorvice in Tthe USS AILLEN, he joined the USS rORTER
and, Tfor his service in that destroyer during the attack on a
German submarine, received a commendatory letter from the Force
Commander and the British Admiralty noting, "the excellent man-
ner in which said ship carried out her atback againgt the eneumy
submarine, with promptness showing a commendable organization
and splrit existing ahoard the PORTER, The =aving of Allied
tonnage and effect on morale by putting this submarine, at
lesst temporarily, out of commission, can hardly be overestii-
mated in its importance.” '

On June 24, 1918, he assumed command of the USS SULTANA,
and from August 1 to October 27, 1918, he commanded the U33
WORDEN which algo involved the tactical command of a group of
three American aud three French destroyers engaged in antl-
submarine warrare in Buvopean waters. He was awarded ths Navy
Orosg and cibted "for distingnished service” for these activities
vhile engaged "4n the important, exacting and hazavdoug duty
patrolling the waters infested with enemy submarines and mines,
in escorting and protecting vitally important convoys of troops
and supplies through these waterse, and in offensive and defen-
give action, vigorously and unremittingly prosecuted..."
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Returning to the United States aftor the Armistice, he was
assigned a brief shore duty ag Assgistant Naval Inspector of Ord-
nance in the Philadelphia area, until March 1921 when he assumed
command of the destroyer PRUITT, a unlt of the United States
Atlantic Fleet, In June 1922 he was tranzferred to duty as
gunnery officer on the staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron 15,
when that squadron was ordered to the Amiatic station. On ar-
rival of the squadron in Asia in August 1922, he became Aide,
Fleet Gunnery and Fleet Personnel Officer on the staff of the
Commander in. Chief United States Asiatic Fleot, USS HUROW, flag-
ship. While serving in this duty as gunnery officer of this ad-
vanced fleet operating in proximity to a then somewhat hostile
“and threatening Japanese attitude, he began a period of personal
activity which, in the subsequent years, resulted in the devel-
opment of new and modern devices designed to greatly increase
the accuracy and fire-power of naval weapons. Late In 1923,
while serving in this capacity, he was assigned by the Comman-
der in Chief Asiatic Fleet ag the officer in charge of the im-
portant assistance and relief aid that the fleet gave to the
Japanese on the occasion of the destruction of Yokohama and
large part of Tokyo by the catastrophic earthdquake and fire
which devastated those areas, and resulted in several hundred

thousand casualties.

Tn November 1923, Admiral Badger was returned to the
United Stateos and assigned to the Fire Control Section, Bureau
of Ordnance, Navy Department., At this time, the vulnerability
of Naval Surface Vessels to attack from eircraft was under
cloze scerutiny, and the Navy set out to overcome thls military
wveakness, Admiral Badger was assigned the latter task as his
primary mission, Under these directives, the first fully auto-
matic electronic aystems for the control of gun fire from the
declks of ships for protection from attacking aircraft were ini-
tiated and became available for installation aboard =ship. As a
dual accomplishment, most of the principles and mechanisms in-
volved found direct application to the production of a modern
boubsight and its abllity to meet advanced speeds and the tac-
tical requirements of aircraft, The records of these develop-
ments give to Admiral Badger much credit for his guldance of
industry and scilence toward accomplishment of results hitherto
considered impogsible in the fields of electronics and mechani-
cal design, These and other efforts, won him recognition in
1925 1n connection with the development of aviation as coordinate

to naval warfare,

In November 1825 he was astsigned to the U35 MARYLAND and
gsoerved as Flrst Lieutenant and Gunnery 0fflcer of this ship
from June 1926 to July 1928, This assignment was primarily oc-
cagsioned by the fact that the first fully auvtomatic system of ;
fire control which Admiral Badger had been most active in devel-
oping, wag asgsigned to that vessel, The system met with outstand-:
ing success against aircraft and surface targete, and theé
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principles and methods involved proved revolutionary in their
positive effect on the control of all naval misgsiles,

He veturned to the Bursau of Ordnance in August 1928 asm
the Head of the Fire Control daotion and as a member of a Spe-
cial Board on Naval Ordnance. In May 1931, he asgumed command
of the destroyer SOUTHARD, where he aesumed tactical command of
an experimental group of destroyers, mine layers and submarines
for the purpose of developlng technological means and tactical
plans for the underwater detection and destruction of submarines,
Tn June 19%2, this task wasg successfully completed to the degree
that all destroyers and patrol vessels of the Navy were soon
equipped with devices enabling then to locate, and execute pre-
cise attacks asgainst, submerged submarinez. In June 1932, Ad-
miral Badger began a year's service asg Executive Officer of the

degtroyer tender MELVILLE,

_ For the next three years, he served at the Naval Acadenmy,
Executive Department, and when detached 1in May 1936, served a
two year tour as Fxecutlve Officer of the USS TNDIANAPOLIS.
Reporting to the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Taland, he
completed the Senior Course in May 1939, and was then ordered
to the Navy Department where he gerved as Secretary of the
General Board until December 1940, During this period Admiral
Badger, with the full support of the General Board, successfully
promoted naval policies requirin greatly increased fire-power
(in ratios as high as six to one) in all defensive aircraft as-

gigned to the fleet,

Tn December 1940, he became Chief of Staff and Alde to
Admiral E. J, King, Commander Patrol Force, U. S. Fleet, contin-
uing on that duty after February 1941, when Admiral King was
redesignated ag Commander in Chief, U, S, Atlantic Fleet., On
completion of the reorganization and war plans of this fleet,
Admiral Badger was assigned, in October 1941, to command the
NORTH CAROLINA, the first of the fast battleships. He initiated
the arming of this vessel with a multl-gunned battery of heavy.
machine and rapid fire guns, increasing the anti-~aircraft fire
power many-fold. The succese of this battery occasioned the
adoption of this form of armament for naval vessels of all
types and materially lncreased their security against ailr attack.

Tn Septembor 1942, he was promoted to the rank of Rear
Admival. and was assigned as Commander Destroyers, Atlantic
Fleet, with additional duty as Commander, Destroyer Flotillas
3, 4, and 8, This command developed into one of about 1500
destroyers and patrol veegsels engaged in anti-submarine cam-
paigns when the German menace was at full strength.

Tn Decenber 1942, he was called to Washington by Admiral
King and assigned as Assisztant Chief of Naval Operationg for
Togistice Plans, a nev organlzaticn. In addition, he was
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agsigned to head-up the Logisbtic Plans Division of the Joint
Chiefe of Staff, also a new organization, and in this capacity
Admiral Badger became the Senior Loglstilcs Advisor to the Allied
Chiefs of Staff, serving as such at the Quebec and Cairo Con- '
fercnces. He wag awarded the Legion of Merit for this service
apd the citation states, "exercising brilliant ovrgenizing and
planning skill and outstanding executive abllity, Admiral

Radger rendered invaluable assistance... Hls clear understanding
of logistice problems and his diplomatic and rorceful legdership
throughout thie extremely critical period contributed materially

to the progressive success of the war effort.

Tn February 1944, he wag returnd to sea duty as Commander
Service Squadrons, South Pacific Force, serving until the fol-
lowing Septewber in that command., Ie wain awarded the Gold Star
in lieu of the second Legion of Merit, the citation stating in
part: "During this period (he) displayed excepbtional ability
and exercised esound judgment in handling the many problems of
logistics and fleet service in the area. Hie conetant attention
to the maintensnce of our surface forces and advanced naval
bases, contributed materially to the success of ouw offengive
operations againgt the enemy in the solomon Telands and Bigmarck
‘Avchipeligo area, and the support of our fleet in guccessful
operations in the Marianass and Palau Island campaigns...

on Oetober 6, 1044, he was designated Commander, Battleship
Division 7, and while serving in this administrative command,
geeumed bactlical commanhd of several heavy task units of the
Third and Fifth Fleets, Tn January 1945, he commanded a
battleship-cruiser-destroyer force which, supported by naval
aircraft and in close coordination with a fovce of B-29's, at-
tacked Two Jima. Later as the tactical Commander of fleet units
of appropriate strength and characteristic, he participated in
the occupation of Okinawa, and 1n gtrikes againat the Japaness
home islands of Kyushu, Shikoku, Honshu, and Hokkaido. As Com-
wmander of Tagk Force 31, he occupised the Yokosuka area in Tokyo
Bay, on August 30, 1945, following the capitulation of Japan,
and established the security of Tekyo Bay for further entry of
our fleet into that area. He was awarded two additional Gold
Stars in lieu of the third and fourth Legions of Merit, each with
combat distinguishing device. The citations are quoted in pard:
Il . .for excepbionally meritorious conduct...as Commander of a
task unit of the Third Fleet during operations against enemy
Japanege forces on the Japanese homeland on July 15 and 17, 1GU5,
Serving with distinction in an assignment of vital importance
(he) skillfully directed the forces undex his command in carry-
ing out well executed bowbardments against the enemy on Hokkaido
and Hongshu and, by his profesgional skill and initiative con-
tributed to the infliction of sxtensive damage on hostile in-
dustrial targets without casualties to our shipsn.,“
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The Gold Star in lieu of the fourth legion of Meprii:
Ay Commander of Task Force 31, attached to the Third Fleet
cceupation of Yokosuka area of Tokyo Bay from August 12 to
1945, served with distinction in an assignment of vital import-
& solved many intricate problems that characterized

1al operation, and Laking decizive action to meet the
in the short time available for preparation, dirsched
occupation and demiiltarization of naval baser and adjiacent

coitory.

[
)

S e
o

b

roiloving his return to the United States in command of a
targe Toree of the Fleet returning to Northwestern portg, he was,
in November 10QU5, designated ag Commander Battleship Squadron 2,
apd Commanter Battleghip Division I, The folleowing month,  the
President of the United States degignated him Commander, Service
Toreeg, U. S, Pacific Fleek, with the rank of Vice Admiral, ef-
fechive upon agsuming the duty. In that command, which in-luded
“tir entire Pacific Ocean Avea, he was responsgible fovr two of the
Jor tasks then confronbting the Navy; the transportation of

e
Arwy, Marine, Navy, and Coast Guard veterans back to the United

Stetes, and the salvage and "roll-up" of naval installations:in
the Pacific. Also, during this period he planned and provided
important services for the Atomic Teste at Bikini, Includsd in
hie pommand at this time wos the Navei¢ {famed passenger shuttle
service, the "Magic Carpet" fleet of 355 combatant ships and

naval transporte.

7 From April 1647, he served for eleven months in the rank
of Rear Admiral, as Commandant, Hleventh Naval District. = On
February 24, 1948, again in the rank of Vice Admiral, he became
the Commander Naval Foreces, Wegtern Pacific. Under a later re-
organization, he assumed direct command of the Seventh Task Fleet.
~Ag the Senior Naval and Military officer in that area, he werved
as the direct representative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
wag respongible for U, 5, Naval and Millitary participation’ in
the many and diveregified activities in the China area. 7These re-
gpongibilities included the protection of Amesrican citizens and
interests in that part of the world, and involved the later
evacuation and safeguarding of sgeveral thousand individusls,
which task was performed without loss of 1life, Because of his
widespread activities and close contact with Chinese officials
in all parts of the Mainland, he developed an exvert knowledge
of the overall (China situation, As a result, late in 1949, he
wag called back To the Navy Department as a consultant and tech-
nical advisor tc geveral Depariments of the Government regarding

Far Eastern mathers,

On May 1, 1950, he assumed command of the Eastern Sea
Frontier, headquarters in New York, N, Y, with addibional duty
ag Commander, Atlantic Rezerve fleet. On April 15, 1951, he was
given further additienal duty as Naval Representative of the
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Joint Chiefe and Staff to the Security Council, United Nationg,
in New ¥York City. later he was.also agsigned command of NATO
Forces, in the American Defense Area,

g0 gerving vhen he reached the 1ega1 age of retire-
o ars and, with the rank of Aduiral, (bssed on Combat
Qg ) he was Lfaq ferred to the Temporary Retired Lig t, peand-

rhvclcal clearvance, and later to the Relired List of the
b i 7

In addition to the Medal of Honor, the Navy Crossg, and the
sgion of Mevit (four awards, two with combat V'), Admirsl
ger hag the Mexican Service Medal (USS UTAH); the Victory

Madal Deetroyer Clasp; American Defense Service Msdal, Fleet
(lagp; American (empaign Medal; Aslatic-Pacifle Campalgn Medal:
European-African-Micdle Bast Campaign Medal: World War II Vic-
Lory Medal; the China Service Medal; and the Philippine Libera-
tion Ribbon with two Bronze SBtars, He algo has the Order of
the British Empirve (honorary commander) awarded by the govern-

ment of Great Bribtain,

Upon retirement, Admiral Bedger became asgsociated, and
ctilLl gerves 1n various capacities, with several civilian in-
dugtrial sgnd business concerng, notably as e consultant to the
Sperry Corporatlon and to the Sperry Rand Cerporation, and as
a Director of the Prudential Life Insurance Company, In the
field of Public Service he merved as a Commissionsr of Civil
Defenae, City of New York; as chairman of the Defense Fund,
U,8.0,; and as a member of the Crime Commissgion, He is active

in variouzs charitable organizations and patriotic 3001etieﬂ or
National and State character,
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